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Friends and Neighbours: Trout Creek and Callander 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

South and North Himsworth 
Township are in the northeast 
corner of Parry Sound Dis-
trict. They touch on the corner 
of Lake Nipissing. The earli-
est pioneer road, the Muskoka 
Road, was built further to the 
west and did not pass through 
South Himsworth Township. 
This left this corner of Parry 
Sound District unsettled and 
ignored for several decades. 
But in the 1880s the Great 
Northern Railway pushed 
through the area on its way to 
North Bay. The railway creat-
ed opportunities for settle-
ment and businesses such as 
the lumber industry. At the 
point where the railway 
crossed Trout Creek (a branch 
of the South River), a railway 
station was built on specula-
tion before any settlement 
arrived. 
There is nothing like a rail-
way stop to ignite settlement, 
and soon a small hamlet 
sprang up around the station, 
aptly named Trout Creek. The 
first operation was a sawmill 
located on the creek. Settlers 
poured in from links to the 
Muskoka Road and settled on 
flat land around the village. 
The lumber business was the 
key to prosperity. Lumber 
products from a variety of 
local operations were shipped 
by rail to market. A huge for-
est fire in the 1890s destroyed 
several mills, but they were 
quickly rebuilt and kept on 
pumping out sawn lumber.  
In the 1920s the new High-
way #11 was built through 
South River, Powasson and 
Trout Creek linking the com-
munities to North Bay. The 
new highway further doomed 
the old Muskoka Road and 
Nipissing Road communities 
to the Lumber products from 
a variety of local operations 
were shipped by rail to mar-
kets west as traffic and com-
merce moved east. Many of 
the businesses and settlers 
moved to communities along 
the new corridor. In 1912 the 
Village of Trout Creek was 
established. In the great amal-

gamations of the 1990s. Trout 
Creek, Powassan and South 
Himsworth Township were 
amalgamated into the Munici-
pality of Powassan.  
 
Callander 
The next village on the High-
way #11 corridor north from 
Trout Creek is the village of 
Callander. The village is located 
right on Lake Nipissing where 
the railway touches the Lake, 
just south of North Bay. Lake 
Nipissing was a traditional ca-
noe route for natives, explorers 
and lumbermen. It was a key 
section of the Ottawa Valley-
Lake Huron canoe route that 
played a big part in Canadian 
History. The Muskoka and Nip-
issing Colonization Roads all 
linked the Lake with southern 
Ontario in the late 1800s. The 
terminus for both roads was 
Nipissing Village, located about 
the middle of Lake Nipissing 
where the South River entered 
the large lake. 
In 1880, a settler named George 
Morrison arrived via the Mus-
koka Road. He loaded his pos-
sessions on a raft and sailed to 
Callander Bay where he settled. 
He established a post office and 
named it Callander after his 
home in Scotland. Morrison 
lucked out a few years later 
when the railway on its way 
north to North Bay arrived in 
his community. The railway 
benefited the local lumbermen, 
who could now ship wood prod-
ucts much more easily. Being 
close to the Quebec border, the 
community attracted some 
French-Canadian settlers.  

But Callander is best known as the 
home of the famous Dionne Quintu-
plets. The 5 identical girls born to a 
local farm family were a popular 
tourist attraction in the 1930s. The 
odds of five new-born babies surviv-
ing were virtually nil. The Quints 
story touched a nerve all over Cana-
da and the USA. The Government of 

Ontario stepped 
in, assumed 
guardianship of 
the Quints and 
turned the whole 
episode into a 
tourist side show. 
Quintland was 
built outside the 
village and be-
came a major 
tourist attraction. 
The story of the 
Dionne Quintu-
plets is examined in more 
detail in this Gazette. 
 

 

From top: Main Street Trout 
Creek; Mill in Callander; Home 
of the Dionne Quintuplets in 
Callander; Railway Station in 
Callander; Main Street Trout 
Creek 



TAOIST TAI CHI at Galway Hall 
Mondays & Thursdays 10 am - noon 
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House of Refuge 

The House of Refuge Act was 
passed in 1890 and legally obli-
gated each county in Ontario to 
set up an institution to care for 
those who could not care for 
themselves. People placed in 
such institutions included the 
physically or mentally disabled, 
people too old to care for them-
selves, indigents and what we 
would call today homeless or 
street-people. In pioneer times, 
charity or welfare was dispensed 
by Churches or the municipality 
on an ad hoc basis. But residents 
who were given charity or wel-
fare locally had a home or family 
to look after them. The House of 
Refuge was designed for those 
who actually had nowhere to go 
or no home and nobody to look 
after them.  
The idea of such institutions was 
long established in Britain by the 
Poor Laws and the resulting Poor 
Houses. The act of Parliament 
provided up to $4,000 for the 
county to set up such an institu-
tion. It was mandated that a struc-
ture to house these indigent souls 
so they did not become homeless 
street people. In the Kinmount 
area, the Houses of Refuge were 
placed in Lindsay and Peterbor-
ough. Several Kinmount resi-
dents were sent to the House of 
Refuge from time to time, at the 
behest of the township council. 
Many of these people were older 

residents, but it was not really 
an ñold-folks homeò.  
The Victoria County House of 
Refuge (also called the old 
Victoria Manor) was con-
structed in 1905. Prior to that 
date, the Mansion House Ho-
tel in Lindsay was used to 
accommodate the indigent 
and seniors. It was run by a 
committee of county council 
called Central Charity Com-
mittee. Before construction, a 
committee of council had 
toured Ontario, examining 
previous Homes in search of 
ideas. The Lambton County 
model in Sarnia was adopted. 
For the sum of $47,250 the 
old Manor was built on Ange-
line St. The massive three 
story building was designed 
to house 75 residents. The 
grand old building served 
until replaced by the current 
complex. The old Mansion 
House was turned over to the 
local Childrenôs Aid Society.  
Since the turn of the century, 
the system of Seniorôs Hous-
ing has grown dramatically. 
In the 19th Century, most sen-
iors were kept in the care of 
their families. The life span of 
people was much shorter, and 
the percentage of seniors in 
society was smaller. The de-
mand for Seniorôs services 
grew dramatically, and the 
accommodations in-
creased to fill the de-
mand. Today there is 
seniorôs accommodations 
in many smaller commu-
nities and the system is a 
mix of government and 
private accommodation. 
But donôt call them 
Houses of Refuge! Times 
have changed! 

Peterborough 
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The Dionne Quintuplets  

One of the most unusual tales from the 
1930s was the Dionne Quintuplets. The five 
baby girls were born to a French-Canadian 
farming family living near Callander in 
1934. It is highly unusual for quints to live 
after birth. Nobody could remember this 
event happening anywhere in the world. 
The babies were born 2 months premature 
and weighed a collective 13 pounds, 6 ounc-
es. Usually these surprise multiple births 
end in tragedy, but thanks to the local physi-
cian Dr Dafoe, all the babies survived! The 
babies were placed in a wicker basket and 
placed on the oven door of the woodstove to 
keep warm! Their next bed was a laundry 
basket. No modern maternity wards for 
these farm girls!  
Within days, the story of the Quintuplets 
had spread around the world. It was the 
depths of the Great Depression and any 
good news story was eagerly spread. Indi-
viduals sent supplies and lots of well-meant 
advice. One letter from the southern states 
recommended small doses of burnt rye 
whiskey to prevent diarrhea! A Hospital 
sent a more practical gift: two incubators. 
But a seedier side of society was soon ex-
ploiting the miraculous births. Within days 
of the event, the Chicago Century of Pro-
gress Exhibition approached the father 
about putting the Quints on display as a 
ñfreak showò. The family initially agreed!  
Four months after the birth, the Ontario 
Government stepped in to protect the in-
fants. The parents were pronounced 
ñunfitò (although they already had 4 chil-
dren!) and the Quints became wards of the 
government of Ontario until they reached 18 
years of age. A committee of guardians, 
including the father and Dr Dafoe, was cre-
ated. Premier of Ontario Mitchell Hepburn 
smelled a profit and was determined to cash 
in on the Quints fame. A special hospital 
and nursery was built across the road from 
the Dionne home and the Quints moved to 
their new side-show. They grew up in a 9 
room nursery with a permanent staff of 3 
nurses and 3 policemen, as well as 3 house-
keepers. The compound also featured a 
large outdoor playground surrounded by an 
arcade lined with one way glass. Spectators 
paid to watch the Quints play. Large crowds 
came from all over to view the 5 girls ñat 
playò. The sisters were brought to the play-
ground for 30 minute sessions three times a 
day. The whole compound was surrounded 
with a 7 foot barbed wire fence and was 
called Quintland.  
On average days, 3,000-6,000 tourists visit-
ed Quintland. It was estimated almost 
3,000,000 tourists visited the attraction be-
tween 1936 and 1943 when it closed. Father 

Oliva Dionne ran a souvenir shop across the 
road from Quintland. The souvenirs includ-
ed photographs, spoons, cups, plates, 
plaques, candy bars, books, postcards and 
dolls. Stones from the family farm were also 
sold; it was claimed they were good for 
fertility! The sistersô images, along with Dr 
Dafoe, graced such products as Corn Syrup 
and Quaker Oats. They also promoted 
toothpaste, disinfectants and milk among 
other items.  
For several years, Quintland became Ontar-
ioôs most popular tourist attraction, surpas-
sing even Niagara Falls! Quintland grossed 
$1,000,000 per year, and other tourist reve-
nue was estimated at $51,000,000 a year! 
The only tourist attractions in North Ameri-
ca that surpassed Quintland were Radio City 
Music Hall (New York City), Mount 
Vernon (George Washington Home) and 
Gettysburg. Famous personalities came 
from Hollywood to visit including Clark 
Gable, Jimmy Stewart, Bette Davis, James 
Cagney and Mae West. And while we are 
name dropping, the Quints appeared in three 
movies: ñThe Country Doctorò (1936) and 
the sequel ñFive of a Kindò (1938). The 
films featured the girls being themselves as 
2 ï 4 year olds. The films featured the hero-
ic story of Dr Dafoe who delivered and 
saved them. Numerous news reels and spe-
cials were made about their life at Quint-
land. They were prisoner-celebrities. 
In 1943 the 5 sisters were returned to their 
family where they hoped to lead a normal 
life. A large house was built for the Dionne 
Family (there were 7 other children) and the 
decommissioned Quintland became a 
school. The 5 girls made public appearances 
until age 18 when they moved out in 1952. 
Fame took its toll on the girls. They rarely 
talked to their family and all went their own 
way. Emilie died in 1954 (age 20) from a 
seizure. Marie died in 1970 and by the 
1990s the surviving three sisters lived to-
gether. Yvonne died (2001). Annette and 
Cecile are still alive. They even wrote a 

letter of advice to the parents of the 
McGaughey septuplets. Since the end of 
Quintland, the Dionne sisters have been 
the object of popular culture. Several 
books were written about them including 
ñWe Were Fiveò (1965), ñTime of Their 
Lives: The Dionne Tragedyò (1986) and 
the Pierre Berton piece ñThe Dionne 
Years: A Thirties Melodramaò (1977). 
The National Film Board featured them in 
a documentary and the CBC made a mini-
series ñMillion Dollar Babiesò based on 
their life. The Dionne homestead was 
turned into a museum near Callander and 
was later moved to North Bay. In 1998, 
the three surviving sisters reached a $2.8 
million settlement with the Ontario Gov-
ernment. The settlement was part of a 
lawsuit over their exploitation as children. 
Certainly one feels sorry for the Quints, 
who lived life in a fishbowl. They were 
exploited as a side-show by the govern-
ment and lacked a normal childhood. My 
grandparents were among the thousands 
who drove to Callander to see Quintland. 
I donôt remember their impressions.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Original Dionne home-
stead (with laundry!) The Dionnes 
had 7 more children. 
 
 
Left: Dr Dafoe & Quints. He liter-
ally saved their lives and became a 
celebrity! 
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The Dionne Quintuplets continued from p. 4 

Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

Birthday at age 5 

View of Quintland from the air. A massive show palace! 

The viewings were 
held 3 times per day; 
30 minutes per ses-
sion. And the crowds 
came! As many as 
3,000 visitors per day! 
 

Striking out on their own, age 18, 
1954 

You know youôre famous when you 
hit the cover of Time Magazine. 
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Crystal Lake: Clear Bay Hockey  

VOLUME 10 IS HERE! 
 
 

Thank you to our Volume 10 Patrons 

    In Memory of Ed Alwyn    Phyllis OôReilly   The Pearson Family 
 Brian & Nancy Lemire    Buck & Janice Thibideau 
 The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  
on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 10 

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 
P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  
Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

 

The last Gazette featured a story on 
ñThe Hair History of Kinmountò. As 
fate would have it, I was searching 
for a dog groomer to have my Jack 
Russell terrier clipped and I looked 
under dog grooming in the yellow 
pages. There were many choices, but 
the thing that grabbed my attention 
was the clever business titles used in 
this service. Here is just a few of the 
creative titles in the phone book: 
 
Bowserôs Nook 
Pawsitive Style 
Ruff Cuts 
Scruffy 2 Fluffy 
Spa 4 Paws 
Top Notch Grooming 
 
These pet groomers have a sense of 
humour!  

References Available 

 
And then I found a pet groomer 
right in Kinmount! Nose to Toes! 
Welcome to town. See their ad in 
this issue of the Gazette.  
The Kinmount Educational Bursa-
ry is available to residents of Kin-

Interested in retailing your creations? 
KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE 

705 488 2938 or  
705 488 1414 

Dog Hair Story 

Phineas 
looks 
great!  



Last Monthôs Spot the Shot: 
The public computer room at the 
Kinmount Library.  
 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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1. Itôs MarchðHappy New 
Year, ancient Romans! -
 Welcome to the third month of the 
yearðor, if you were born before 
150 B.C., the first! According to 
the oldest Roman calendars, one 
year was ten months long, begin-
ning in March and ending in De-
cember. It may sound crazy, but 
you can still see traces of this old 
system in our modern calendar: 
because December was the tenth 
month, it was named for the num-
ber ten in Latin (decem), just like 
September was named for seven 
(septem). 

2. March was named for warð
and lives up to its title - March 
was actually named for the Lat-
in Martiusðaka Mars, the Roman 
God of war.  Incidentally, the Pen-
tagon still seems to agree with this 
Roman tradition: with the excep-
tion of the recent War on Afghani-
stan, almost all major US-NATO 
led military operations since the 
invasion of Vietnam have begun in 
the month of March.  

3. Beware The Ides 
of March unless 
youôre a cat -
 Supposedly, in 44 
BC, a seer told Julius 
Caesar that his downfall would 
come no later than the Ides of 
March (middle of  the month). 
Caesar ignored him, and when the 
fated day rolled around he joked 
with the seer, ñThe Ides of March 
have come.ò The seer replied, 
ñaye, Caesar; but not gone.ò Cae-
sar was summarily murdered by as 
many as 60 conspirators. Ironical-
ly, the spot where Caesar was as-
sassinated is protected in todayôs 
Rome as a no-kill cat sanctuary. 

4. March 20 - The sun shines on 
the equator for the Vernal Equi-
nox, giving us a near 50-50 split of 
day and night. 

50-50 are pretty good odds!  Have 
a great month everyone!   

Best, Gord. 

Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 

 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 

$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 
  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
705 - 488 - 2282 or email: ybrauer@bell.net 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 9 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

Tell our advertisers you saw their ad 
in the Kinmount Gazette! 

 

 705-488-2266 

RANDY BEACLER  
 Plumbing 
  Hydronics 
   Drains 

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES 
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mount and area to support post-
secondary educational programs 
(University, College, Trade Pro-
grams) in their first two years of 
study. Bursary applications are 
available for the 2018-2019 school 
year.  
Applicants must be enrolled in full-
time studies (at least a 60% course 
load, or 40% if you have a perma-
nent disability). Bursaries do not 
replace expected Government aid; 
applicants are expected to apply to 
the Ontario Student Assistance Pro-
gram (OSAP), (or another Prov-
inceôs government student assis-
tance program) to help meet educa-
tion related costs. Bursary decisions 
are made in conjunction with the 
assessed need under your Govern-
ment student assistance plan. If you 
have not already applied, OSAP 
applications are available on the 
Ministryôs website: http://
osap.gov.on.ca If you have not ap-
plied for Government financial 
assistance, your application will 
not be considered.  
Application Deadline: May 31, 
2018  
Academic Requirements:  
Accepted to a recognized post sec-
ondary institution (University, Col-
lege or Trade School). Candidates 
must have a satisfactory overall aca-
demic standing.  

705 286-0808 
Debbie Calvert 

50 Newcastle St 
Minden, Ont 
K0M 2K0  

11:30 am - 1 pm St. James Anglican Church 

1st 
Tuesday 
Monthly 

 

Highland Hitching Post  
 

Riding Lessons, Trail Rides, Training, 
Boarding, Leasing, Pony Rides,  

Sales & After School Drop In 
1070 Bacon Road Kinmount  

 
Call Shannon Worr (Certified Coach) 
705-768-5747 

Fully Licensed And Insured  

 

�3�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���,�Q���+�R�P�H�� 

�'�R�J���$�Q�G���&�D�W��
�*�U�R�R�P�L�Q�J 

Over 30 Years Experience 
With Veterinary Referral 

 
Basic packages start at $60 (small breed dogs) 

Cats are a flat fee of $80 

Please call Shannon @ 705-768-5747 to book your pet(s) 

 

Bursary Eligibility: Bursary 
applicants are eligible to apply 
for their first and second year 
post secondary studies. Bursary 
applicants must have applied for 
and have been awarded OSAP 
funding. Bursary applicants must 
reside within a 15 km radius of 
Kinmount.  
Documents Required: Com-
pleted, signed Bursary Applica-
tion within the specified deadline 
of May 31, 2018. Proof of ac-
ceptance of OSAP (or equivalent 
provincial funding program) will 
be required before the first in-
stallment will be paid to appli-
cants. Applicant must be a resi-
dent within the 15km radius of 
Kinmount, as evidenced by:  
1) a copy of your Driverôs Li-
cense showing your current ad-
dress or  
2) a copy of any other Govern-
ment issued document showing 
your current address.  
Applications are available at 
Kinmount Pharmacy. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Left: Charlotte Hopkins poses 
on a velocipede at Blackôs 
Rock on the railway line be-
tween Kinmount & Howland 
Junction 

Then & Now 

Below: Percy, Charlotte, Gordon & Pearle 
Hopkins play badminton. Note the old Kin-
mount Schoolhouse in the background;  
Left: MPP Laurie Scott tries her hand at 
driveway tennis! 


