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A newspaper report of October 1875 de-
scribed the Victoria Iron Mine (on lot 20, 
concession 1 of Snowdon as such: 
ñThe iron crops out on the surface in a great 
many locations, and is traced in every direc-
tion by pits dug for that purpose. The deposit 
exists in the shape of an extended knoll run-
ning a great length of the lot and dipping 
down to the bottom of a dell where smelting 
works can be built and the ore could be quar-
ried out of the hillside with any hoisting or 
other trouble. The ore is of the purist descrip-
tion of magnetic oxide of iron; and on the 
same lot are large deposits of crystalline 
limestone flux requited for smelting opera-
tions. The supply of lime and iron seem with-
out limit, and the whole country around af-
fords a supply of wood for charcoal.  
Some of our party had considerable experi-
ence in such matters, and there is no avoiding 
the conclusion there is not an obstacle to the 
immediate construction of smelting works 
and the manufacture of cold blast charcoal 
iron of the very best quality on the spot; ex-
cept the one need of means of transport to the 
front. With the water communication from 
Bobcaygeon to Port Perry and the Port Perry 
Railway thence to Whitby. Nothing more is 
needed than the short line between Bob-
caygeon and Nogies Creek and the mine. The 
Bobcaygeon people are earnest about this 

tramway. It behooves the Victoria Rail-
way to look to their laurels or they may 
yet be beaten by the tramway!ò  
The Victoria Railway did spring into 
action and the next year (1876) witnessed 
a big jump forward heading for Kin-
mount.  
The Kinmount area bubbled with excite-
ment and optimism in 1876. The Victoria 
Railway reached the village in November 
with an official opening on November 9. 
Settlers were pouring into the area in 
anticipation of prosperity that followed 
the railway. New businesses and homes 
were popping up in the village. The lum-
bermen were going full-bore. A new 
sawmill was being erected between the 
river and the railway line. More mills 
would follow. And the iron mine fever 
was in full pitch!  
New ñstrikesò were being found all over 
the area, but especially east along the 
Monck Road. Mining claims were exten-
sive and the woods were full of prospec-
tors/claimants. Every lot in concessions 1
-5 in Snowdon was staked or claimed. 
Several other mines did start in both 
Snowdon and northern Galway. Mean-
while, the big strike on lot 20 (named the 
Victoria Mine) was the scene of much 
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Friends and Neighbours: Elliotôs Falls 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

1890 and businesses as well. The 
only ñnewò venture was the power 
plant, built by the Raven Lake Ce-
ment Company to supply power to 
its plant west of Coboconk.  
 
The following article appeared in 
the Lindsay Post on August 29, 
1879.  
ñRemoval of the Post Office from 
Norland. On the 19th inst, the post 
office inspector visited Norland to 
investigate certain complaints in 
reference to the removal of the post 
office from Norland to this place, a 
rising village about a mile and a 
half north along the Cameron 
Road. The change was made. Be-
tween the two villages there a few 
points of difference; Norland is 
almost of legal age, while Elliotôs 
Falls is six or seven years old. Not-
withstanding this Elliotôs Falls 
boasts a sawmill, shingle factory, a 
carding mill, a shoe shop and a 
store to supply the wants of the 
people. Norland has none of these; 
the people have lived to see all the 
merchants who have as yet com-
menced business in their midst with 
high hopes leaving in bankruptcy: 
also all the lumbermen, millers, 
blacksmiths and hotel keepers who 
have lived in the village have left, 
some of them owing to pressing 
circumstances. Last spring the vil-
lage blacksmith left for Michigan 
and the other blacksmith shop is 
filled with hay. The store keeper 
left about the same time, leaving 
the post office in charge of Mr 
Hugh McLaughlin of Elliotôs Falls.  
Our village. At Elliotôs Falls the 
steamboat lands from Minden 
which is up the Gull River a dis-
tance of eighteen miles. During last 
session, the local legislature grant-
ed sufficient money to blast the 
rock at Mooreôs Falls and it is 
thought it is the intention to raise 
Gull River at Elliotôs Falls thus 
enlarging the water stretch, making 
ample facilities for a class of 
steamboat large enough to transport 
all the business of Minden and ad-
jacent settlements: this apparently 
being the most natural outlet of the 
trade of these back townships, as 
well as being the cheapest and most 
practical way to Toronto. As Min-
den lies eastward of Elliotôs Falls, 
and on the Gull River, the connec-

The earliest settlers located in the 
Gull River valley in the 1850s, 
several years ahead of settlement 
in the Burnt River valley. As early 
as 1856 a mill was built on the 
waterfall in what is now Norland. 
It was an obvious site for a village 
thanks to its excellent water pow-
er on a major river. But Norland 
had a rival hamlet along the Gull 
River a few miles north: Elliotôs 
Falls. A report from 1860 men-
tioned a Francis Nash squatting at 
Elliotôs Falls in anticipation of a 
town arising in that location. A 
Jacob Snyder was also present 
building a mill at the Falls; with a 
dam already built. Snyder didnôt 
finish his sawmill, but Adam Has-
tings had the same mill running 
by 1874. Elliotôs Falls suffered 
from the same issue the mills at 
Norland did: lack of transporta-
tion. The Cameron Road, now 
Highway #35, did not reach the 
Falls until 1866, Mooreôs Lake in 
1867 and Minden in 1877. There 
was no railway connection and the 
Gull River as a water route was 
impractical.  
Elliotôs Falls did have a small, 
scattered business community. By 
1861 The Pine Grove Hotel was 
in operation, mostly catering to 
river drivers on the Gull River. A 
small general store was nearby as 
well as a blacksmith. There was 
an extensive farm settlement in 
the area and prospectors were all 
over the place checking for miner-
als. By the 1870s, Elliotôs Falls 
was a ñhappeningò place. About 
the same time, the hamlet of Nor-
land was experiencing bad times. 
The big mill was closed and the 
few businesses were shuttered as 
well (see newspaper article be-
low). Norland had received a post 
office by 1862, but in 1879 there 
was no store to host the post of-
fice, and it was moved to Elliotôs 
Falls. It looked as if Norland was 
being eclipsed by Elliotôs Falls.  
But it was not meant to be. Nor-
land recovered and prospered a bit 
as businesses were set up, the 
mills re-started and such commu-
nity organs as churches, schools 
and social organizations began to 
grow. Elliotôs Falls was too close 
to host parallel services and began 
to fade. The saw mill was gone by 

From top: the Elliotôs Falls Dam from the top; the  sluice (log 
chute) operational until 1930ôs ; Elliotôs Falls from downstream 

tion would be for a time a great 
benefit for the people who have 
settled in these back townships as 
they could find at home cutting 
cord wood, ties, hemlock bark, 
black birch and other products 
which they could readily turn into 
cash. Besides these advantages, 
the beds of iron ore which lie be-

tween the two points 
mentioned would be de-
veloped by capitalists and 
as millions of tons lie as 
nature left them, a new 
industry is destined to 
arise which will some day 

Continued p. 6 
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activity. The operation was 
controlled by the Snowdon 
Iron Company, with a variety 
of share holders mostly based 
in Toronto. These shares were 
regularly changing hands as 
investors came and went. The 
open pit mine was being 
ñworkedò and iron ore stock-
piled in anticipation of ship-
ping the ore to market. 
But the big problem was still 
transportation. Cadging the 
rock to the nearest rail head at 
Coboconk was abandoned in 
1876. It was just too trouble-
some (read expensive). Vari-
ous plans were afoot to build 
tramways and canals and rail-
ways, but most were never 
practical. But the pending arri-
val of the Victoria Railway to 
Kinmount set off another rush. 
In the summer of 1876, several 
hundred tons of ore was actu-
ally teamed down the Monck 
Road to Kinmount. But the 
railway never began operation 
until March 1877, closing 
down for the winter. The pros-
perity would have to wait for 
another year! 
Regular rail traffic began in 
March 1877, and the iron ore 
was duly loaded and shipped 
south to a smelter in Cleveland 
USA. The sample load was 
loaded on a boat in Whitby 
harbour for the journey. But 
fate intervened, and the boat 
sank shortly after leaving har-

Iron Mines, continued from p. 1 

bour! The Snowdon Iron Ore 
Company fortunes sank with it. 
Several investors bailed out of 
the operation, and 1877 was a 
wasted year as new investors 
were sought.  
Meanwhile the railway crept 
north, closer to the mines. In 
September 1877, blasting was 
recorded at Blackôs Rock, one 
mile north of Kinmount. By De-
cember trains were at Kendrickôs 
Station, now called Howland 
Junction. This was as close as 
the Victoria Railway was to get 
to the mines. The Victoria Rail-
way was going north-east to 
Haliburton Village come hell or 
high water, and not east to the 
mines. It was clear a branch line 
would be necessary to access the 
mines. The distance from 
Kendrickôs Station to the Victo-
ria Mine was a mere 6.75 miles. 
That was not far as the crow 
flies, but railways cost money; at 
least $8,000 per mile in good 
conditions. And the mighty 
Burnt River needed a major 
bridge. New investment was 
necessary. 
By 1878 a new investor was 
ready to chase his fortune among 
the Snowdon hills. William 
Myles of Toronto leased 13 
acres of property from the Snow-
don Iron Company for $10,000. 
(The original investors Shortiss 
and Savigny retained the rest of 
the lot). He planned to go ahead 
with a tramway from Kendrickôs 
to the Victoria Mine. He actually 
costed a railway to the mine, but 

TAOIST TAI CHI at Galway Hall 
Mondays & Thursdays 10 am - noon 

The ditch  of the tramway is 
clearly visible 

Continued p. 4 
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bridges were of the best description, equaling any 
on the Victoria Railway, as far as we saw, and the 
road bed, though narrow, is well constructed and 
in good condition. On reaching the mine, we 
found that a large amount of labour and money 
had been expended in opening it and in building 
timber work for loading ore as well as in sidings, 
machinery, etc. We made a careful examination of 
the opening from which the ore is being taken, and 
saw rich specimens in the pit where the men were 
working. We also examined other parts of the 
property and went down in the trial pits where the 
men were working. We think mistakes were made 
in opening the mine (diagrams attached)  and we 
also think the reports circulating about the failure 
of the Snowdon mine are not correct.ò 
The same month (October 1879), a committee of 
the Victoria Railway Co toured the site. They re-
ported ñThey were surprised and gratified at the 
extent of the work that had been done. A new 
steam drill that just brought from Montreal was 
hard at work. There is a vein about seven feet in 
thickness of very rich ore drifting downwards at 
an angle of about 35 degrees and it is proposed to 
follow the vein with a tunnel which will be cheap-
er than sinking a shaft. The gentlemen were of the 
opinion that Mr Myles had too little space to work 
in and he should have a wider extent of territory. 
There is no reason yet to anticipate anything else 
but a successful development of the mine. Those 
visiting the mine spoke in warm terms of Mr 
Myles energy and enter-

spite being knocked down into the pit, 
he survived the accident. That same 
month a petition was presented to 
Snowdon Council asking for property 
tax exemption for 5 years for the Myles 
operations. The correspondent reported 
the tramway course was surveyed and 
work was ready to begin. Meanwhile, 
the mines were in operation. On July 9, 
the Kinmount Correspondent reported 
8 car loads of iron ore were shipped 
from another mine in the area by team 
down the Monck Road to the Kin-
mount Railway station. The corre-
spondent also complained the freight 
wagons were wearing out the Kin-
mount bridge! 
Despite all the glowing reports and 
excitement, all was not well in the 
summer of 1879. Rumours were 
spreading the Snowdon Mines were 
ñturning out a failureò. Two commit-
tees were dispatched in October to 
check out the operations. The first 
committee from the Port Hope Harbour 
Commission reported the following: 
ñWe went over the whole length of Mr 
Myles spur line. We found the iron 
rails laid to within about two miles of 
the mine, the line graded all the way, 
and the ties distributed for that part of 
the road not yet laid with rails. The 

Iron Mines, continued from p. 3 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

opted for a tramway instead. A railway 
required much heavier construction 
standards, to safely carry the weight of 
locomotives and heavy cars. A tramway 
didnôt used steam engines, relying in-
stead on smaller ore carts pulled by 
teams of horses. The tramway could also 
use hardwood rails, much cheaper than 
iron rails. (In the end, light iron rails 
were used instead of wooden tracks) The 
cost of the branch mine would be much 
less expensive if it was built to tramway 
standards. 
The Myles Tramway was purposed to 
haul ore from the Victoria Iron Mine on 
Lot 20, concession 1 to Myles/
Kendricks Junction on the Victoria Rail-
way. He also announced he was willing 
to haul ore for other mines in the area 
for the sum of 18 cents /ton, a fare con-
sidered too expensive. The tramway 
would use ore cars drawn by horse 
teams. Fortunately the tramway was 
down hill to the junction for the laden 
cars (and uphill or east-bound for the 
empty cars).  
The summer of 1878 saw Myles survey-
ing a tram line and buying right-of-ways 
from the local settlers in the first conces-
sion of Snowdon Township along the 
south bank of the Irondale River be-
tween Kendickôs and lot 20 (Victoria 
Mine). It was decided the right-of-way 
through a 100 acre lot occupied 3.4 
acres. Myles spent the entire year of 
1878 organizing the spur line and began 
serious construction in 1879. By May 
1879, Myles was hard at work running a 
spur line from the former Kendrickôs 
station to the Victoria Iron Mine. In his 
honour, Kendrickôs station was renamed 
Myles Junction. Later it would be called 
Kinmount Junction, and lastly Howland 
Junction.  
An accident at the mine was reported in 
May, 1879 when a son of Mr Myles, the 
owner was struck by a falling derrick , 
brought down by a dynamite blast. De- Continued p. 5 

The later IB&O 
bridge over the 
Burnt River at 
Howland Junc-
tion.  
The  Tramway 
bridge occupied 
the same spot, 
but was replaced 
by this structure.  
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Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

prise.ò What could possibly go 
wrong?  
The November 10 report in the 
Lindsay Post was less glowing.  
ñThe work at the Snowdon Iron 
Mines has ceased. The steam 
drill was used to the last mo-
ment and every effort was made 
to find the great bed of iron ore. 
As the committee of inquiry 
from Port Hope reported, the 
mine was a good one and the 
reports currently were untrue 
and as Mr Myles has publicly 
proclaimed the mine will fur-
nish the railway with all the 
work it requires and of course 
we must believe them. But still 
the facts remain that no iron has 
been got out and the steam drill 
failed to find any considerable 
bed. Nothing but pockets. I may 
note that another great iron 
mine in Galway had a fate ex-
actly such as that predicted for 
the Snowdon Mine. A small 
gang of men was set to work at 
the mine and they went along 
splendidly, getting out a mag-
nificent sample of iron ore but 
when they had got out 30-40 
tons, the iron mine disappeared. 
Another pocket.ò 
Work on the Snowdon Iron 
Mines was suspended by the 
end of November for the year 
1879. Much work had been 

done, but little accomplished. 
A few sample loads of ore were 
shipped out. The much antici-
pated tramway was still not 
completed. Would 1880 bring 
the anticipated prosperity? 

An iron ore sample taken from the Victoria Mine 
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Friends, continued from p. 2 

give employment to many labourers; 
and the town or city which shall tap 
this source of wealth shall reap re-
turns.  
In addition to this, northwest of El-
liotôs Falls a quarry of freestone ex-
ists, which is partly owned by Mr 
Manning of Toronto. He is only 
waiting for the extension of the To-
ronto-Nipissing Railroad to Elliotôs 
Falls to begin shipment of this valua-
ble stone. Several of the settlers have 
stone equally as good, but are wait-
ing to see companies formed which 
will buy from them as soon as the 
road is extended. Also those who 
own timber limits in Digby and adja-
cent to Head Lake and Fishawk 
Lakes would, instead of running their 
logs down to the vicinity of Orillia, 
build mills in suitable locations and 
ship via the T and N Railway. 
For these reasons it is evident that 
Elliotôs Falls is destined to be an 
important place, and more especially 
as there is fine water power capable 
of driving many turbine wheels, be-
ing a manufacturing place. Huge 
beds of marble are not far distant, 
many indications of gold and lead, 
and it is said phosphate. The greatest 
drawback to the unearthing of these 
resources of industry seems to be the 
present delicate tendency of the T 
and N Railway to extend the road 
north from Coboconk, its present 
terminus 88 miles north of Toronto, 
making it 94 miles from Toronto to 
Elliotôs Falls. As no engineering 
difficulties exist, any casual observer 
cannot help wondering why the com-
pany does not make a move towards 
extending the road and command a 
trade which would be profitable alike 
to the company and the settlers. The 
extension to Minden would be of 
greater benefit to the people as they 
would have communication with 
Toronto summer and winter; but half 
a loaf is better than no loaf at all. It 
would be folly to enlarge the naviga-

tion if the railroad were constructed 
to Minden.  
The agricultural prospects are much 
better than in some of the townships 
now being settled. Westward from 
Elliotôs Falls the soil is fertile and 
excellent grain is grown. It was set-
tled about 18 years ago, and as evi-
dence of the prosperity and industry 
of the inhabitants, a brick yard is in 
full blast on a farm owned by Jesse 
Parkin of Lindsay about a mile west 
along the quarter-line which runs 
west from the falls to head lake, 
being the outlet to some of the best 
farms in the Township of Laxton.  
These are a few of the results of 
settlement after 17 years. Young 
man, go the free grant country and 
be comfortable in your old age.ò 
Quite the promotion for a hamlet 
that does not exist today! The rail-
way never left Coboconk. Minden 
and the back townships of Halibur-
ton turned east to the rival Victoria 
Railway. Norland got its post office 
back, and its business community 
prospered. The businesses at Elliotôs 
Falls withered, or moved. The 
Steam boats remained stuck at 
Mooreôs Falls. Elliotôs Falls did get 
a power plant on the Gull River, but 
the village and its mills never mate-
rialized. But for one year, the out-
look sure looked bright!  
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The Crystal Pier Marina on Crystal 
Lake. 
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Spring is almost here and boy are 
we ready!  
Monday Nights at 7 pm is Ladies 
Darts.  
Wednesday nights at 7:30 pm is 
Mixed Darts. 
Friday Night BINGO with a Must 
Go Jackpot of $300 happens every 
week! Doors open at 5:30 pm. 
Saturday evenings join us for a 
Meat Draw starting at 5 pm. There 
is often a special treat to get a tick-
et for!  
We are open every evening at 4:00 
pm. The Hall is available for pub-

 

Dr. Bruce Mason 
Chiropractor 

3398 Gelert Rd. 
Minden, Ontario 
K0M 2K0 

705-286-4350 

lic rentals by calling us at 705-488-
3462. Best rates in town!  
Like us on FaceBook @ Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 441 Kin-
mount.  
 
Members Information:  
General Meetings are every Third 
Thursday at 7:30 pm.  
Honours & Awards will follow 
elections.  (Date to be announced) 
If you have any nominations please 
turn them into the Branch as soon 
as possible.  

 Try Your Luck! 
FRIDAY NIGHT BINGO 

6:45 pm 
KINMOUNT 
LEGION 

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 441 
By Jess Chynoweth 

Tantalizing Fun! 
Hosted by Passion Nurse 
Guys & Gals Welcome! 
Sat. March 23 

At Kinmount Legion 
Doors Open 5:30 pm  

     Games 7 pm 
 

14 Bingo Games - Sexy Prizes for all Games  
1 Jackpot Game $300 Prize Value 
Advance Tickets $40 - At Door $50 

Tickets available at Legion or 704 928 7447 or 705 928 7105 
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Memoirs of the Boer War 

705 286-0808 
Debbie Calvert 

50 Newcastle St 

Minden, Ont 

K0M 2K0  

Mr Albert Collins of Kinmount 
Fresh From South Africa Talks of 
Events and Conditions there: 
After an absence of three years, 
most of which time was spent amid 
the perils of war, Mr Albert Collins 
returned to his home in Somerville 
near Kinmount on Tuesday evening 
last week. Mr Collins was with the 
Canadian Constabulary Force, and 
served with it till a few months ago. 
He was under Col Kekewicke, one 
of the most successful cavalry com-
manders on the British side, and 
took part in a good many encounters 
with the Boers. He says they were 
very good riflemen with surprising 
ability to conceal themselves and to 
take advantage of opportunities. A 
good deal of looting and farm burn-
ing was done by Mr Collins troop. 
In one instance he entered a house 
where there were six women. He 
was about to carry away a pretty 
manicure set when one of the wom-
en grabbed him by the neck, and 
then the whole bunch beat him until 
he was compelled to give up his 
prize. The constabulary were only 
two hours ride away when the battle 
of Hartôs River was fought where 
Major Mulligan of Durham was 
killed. They were riding to meet 
General Methuen, but by the time 
they reached the scene of the fight, 
it was deserted. 
After the war, the force did police 
work in the north, and a party of 
which Mr Collins was a member 
went on a hunting expedition well 
up the Zambesi River. On the banks 
of Limpopo, two alligators took one 
of their horses. Those reptiles were 
swarming in the river, and the hunt-
ers kept a fire burning in the night to 
keep them away from the camp. The 
low, but dense woods, abounded 
with game. Lions, deer. leopards, 
tigers and large serpents were very 
plentiful. One serpent forty feet long 
was killed and its skin was brought 

south. They also got a couple of 
wild boars. 
It was upon the present social con-
ditions in South Africa that Mr Col-
lins talked most interestingly. ñThe 
Boers got everything nowò, said he. 
ñThey were never so well off in 
their lives. There were 10,000 idle 
whites in Johannesburg when I left. 
A great many British people have 
gone into South Africa since the 
war. Ships both to and from Africa 
are loaded. I think it is at present a 
good place to stay away from. A 
man canôt get a job there unless he 
has pull. A man has no chance on 
his merits alone like he has in Can-
ada. 
Mr Collins has a brother, a conduc-
tor on the railway line between 
Johannesburg and Delagoa Bay. He 
went to Africa before the war and is 
doing very well. After leaving the 
Constabulary, Mr Collins managed 
to get a job in the yards of one of 
the railways and finally became 
foreman. His work was not very 
heavy, and he got $125 a month, 
but was forced to pay $40 of it for 
board and lodging.  
He complained that when he enlist-
ed, it was under the understanding 
that after the war he should get free 
passage home. He did not get it and 
had to spend $300 coming home. 
That is only one of the actions of 
the British Government that soured 
Mr Collins on the job of soldiering. 
ñyouôll never find me fighting for 
the British Government again if I 
can help it ñ, he said. (Lindsay Post, 
December 24, 1903) 

Tell our advertisers  

you saw their ad in the  

Kinmount Gazette! 

 

 
4090 COUNTY RD. 121, KINMOUNT 

Having a Party? Call ahead & we oblige! 

705 488 3030 

A SLICE OF THE NORTH 

PIZZA & SUBS! 
Sun. & Tues. - Thurs.12 pm - 7 pm?  Fri. & Sat.12 pm - 10 pm? 
Closed Mondays FREE IN TOWN DELIVERY 
Out of town delivery $1 per km Minimum $5 

The Boer 
War 
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Kidsô Corner    

Fun, Friendship & Adventure! 
Sparks, Brownies &  

Girl Guides  
                Mondays 6:30 pm 

      Kinmount Community Centre 

  Visit girlguides.ca or     
 Call 705.488.2919  

 

Highland Dancing  

Tuesday Evenings  

Kinmount Community Centre 

Contact Breanne  

705-455-7430  

 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
10 am - noon FREE! 

Kinmount  
Community Centre 
705-286-0204  
* 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 
Kinmount Library 

 

Ontario Early Years Visits 
KINMOUNT LIBRARY 

2nd & 4th Tuesday monthly 
10 am - 11 am 

Games - Songs & More! 
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SUPPER - CRAFTS  

STORIES & FUN! 

St. James Anglican Church, 
Crego St. Kinmount 

The Grade 6 class at Ridgewood 
Public School had an assignment 
to create an appealing post card 
and include a message to a family 
member or friend, telling about the 
city or town they chose. 
Pictured here is Kaylynn Shawôs 
post card creation and message. 
Her mark was an ñAò! Good job! 

Dear Mom 
I just left the Kinmount Railway Station and I 
found out so many cool things about Kinmount. 
Almost the whole downtown was burnt down ex-
cept the Railway Station. Even the sheds beside it 
burnt down, but the Railway Station was un-
harmed. Inside there is a Model Railway that runs 
from Kinmount to Haliburton and lots of other dis-
plays. Who knew there are so many cool things to 
do and places to go in Kinmount? 
From Kaylynn 

FRIDAY NIGHT KARATE 
6:30 pm  

Kinmount Community Centre 

705 886 0051 


