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Community Pot Luck Supper 

& 

Concert with Rhythm and Grace 
Featuring Fiddles, Step Dancing and Celtic Music 

March 17, 2020 

Galway Hall 

5:00 PMñDinner   6:00 PMñConcert 
Free with a Good Will Offering to the Band 
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Friends and Neighbours: Bessemer 
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In 1905 the Bessemer and Bar-
rys Bay Railway was chartered. 
The line was to branch off the 
COR at the new station at 
Detlor and run cross-country 
through McArthurôs Mills and 
other small communities and 
end up at Barryôs Bay. From 
there the railway could link 
into the Ontario Railway net-
work. But the ore was to be 
carried south, not north, and 
was to be shipped from Port 
Hope harbour to smelters in 
Pittsburg and Sault Ste Marie!  
Farnumôs Company had a con-
tract for 500,000 tons with the 
Pittsburg Company. Thatôs a 
lot of ore! A big stone crusher 
was brought in so the ore could 
be crushed and sorted. The 
poorer grade ore and extra rock 
was removed in favour of the 
good stuff! The company was 
paid $2.55 per ton, delivered. 
Costs were estimated at $1.55 
per ton as follows: 
Exploration & development -  
$ .15 
Stooping (digging out) - .68 
Traming  - .15 
Pumping water - .01 
Hoisting (from mine) - .04  
Sorting and Loading - .02  
Crushing - .14 
General Surface - .03  
Lighting - .01  
Power Plant - .21 
Superintendance/office - .06 
Insurance & taxes - .05  
TOTAL -  $ 1.55 
Hauling the ore to COR at 
Detlor ï 5 cents per ton, and on 
to Trenton by rail 50 cents per 
ton. That meant a total cost of 
$2.10 per ton and a (potential) 
profit of 45 cents per ton. In 
theory. 
To run the operation, it was 
estimated 300 men were need-
ed. But the work force never 
exceeded half that number. 
Labour was short locally, so 
men were imported from To-
ronto as casual labourers. Most 
of this crew were recent immi-
grants. These included Italians, 
Poles and Macedonians 
(Greeks).  They usually board-
ed for the summer season and 
went back to Toronto for the 
winter. The mines did produce 

The ghost town of Bessemer lies 
in Mayo Township, Hastings 
County on the east side of the old 
Hastings Colonization Road, now 
Highway # 60, south of Bancroft. 
The village was started about 
1900 as a mining town, the result 
of an iron ore strike in the area. 
Southern Mayo Township was a 
rocky area, home to a handful of 
rugged bush farmers more inter-
ested in the lumber industry. The 
access for this area was actually 
from the north and east via the old 
Snow Road and the Mississippi 
Colonization Road. The village 
was named Bessemer after a town 
in England where the Bessemer 
process for smelting iron ore was 
developed by a man named Besse-
mer. 
The first strikes were made in the 
1880s when the surveyorôs com-
pass would not work thanks to 
pockets of magnetite iron ore. The 
same compass problems had led 
to the iron ore discoveries at Fur-
nace Falls and Irondale near Kin-
mount in the 1870s. Also large 
pockets of iron had been worked 
all along the fringe of the Canadi-
an Shield at Marmora and Blair-
ton just to name a few mines. 
Some of these operations had 
been ongoing since the 1830s.  
The Bessemer operation was im-
practible due to its remoteness and 
the difficulty of transport to mar-
ket. The Hastings Road was miles 
away and this colonization road 
had a reputation for being impass-
ible. To team iron ore by horse 
and wagon south to Lake Ontario 
was out of the question. But by 
1900, the Central Ontario Railway 
(COR) was approaching Bancroft 
and a practical method of shipping 
iron ore was at hand. The nearest 
COR station was a LôAmble, only 
5 miles away to the west. 
An American mining speculator 
named F C Farnum opened the 
first mines at Bessemer. He built a 
road (Bessemer Road) to LôAm-
able and opened up 4 mines along 
the road. Iron ore was stockpiled 
and then teamed to the station at 
LòAmable. He built a sawmill at 
Mullett Lake and produced lum-
ber for the new operations. But 
the road was just a temporary fix; 
Farnham was planning a rail line. 

jobs for many local men, who 
often built homes at the mine 
site. The casuals stayed in sev-
eral large boarding houses 
which were converted horse 
stables!  
At its zenith, Bessemer con-
tained about 500 persons, in-
cluding workers at the sawmill. 
The site also contained a gen-
eral store, a blacksmith, a liv-
ery stable and eventually a 
school. A tent served as a 
church and community hall and 
the company operated a hospi-
tal and supplied a doctor. Acci-
dents at the mines or the 
sawmill were frequent. Because 
the big mine was a shaft mine, 
it was more dangerous. At least 
one man was killed by falling 
rock.  
Like the Irondale and Furnace 
Falls mines, the American mar-
ket ñcontrolledò the Mayo 
Mines. By 1912, new discover-
ies of iron ore in Minnesota 
began to displace Ontario ore. 
The new finds were closer, 
cheaper and of higher quality. 
The Ontario market collapsed. 
By 1914, the mining company 
was desperately looking for 
new markets; and not finding 
them! It sold a few small lots (5
-10 car loads) to small founda-
ries. There were complaints 
about the quality of ore. The 
company kept going, stock 
piling ore in hopes the market 
improved. It didnôt and after 
WW I broke out, the mines 
were (unofficially) closed. 
The equipment was left in 
place until the 1920s, always 
hoping the good old times 
would return. 
The town of Bessemer began 
to dissolve. No more hordes 
of foreign labourers came for 
the summer season. Some 
locals lingered, finding work 
in the sawmill and bush 
camps. The Hamblyn Lumber 
Company leased the sawmill 
and the railway line and kept 
the town going until the mill 
burned down in 1923. It was 
never replaced. All the mine 
equipment was salvaged and 
resold. Mother Nature began 

to ñrecolonizeò the town. Gradu-
ally everyone left and Bessemer 
became a ghost town.  
It was estimated the Bessemer 
mining complex shipped 

100,000 tons of ore to market 
before 1914. The best year 
(1908) saw 29,000 tons go down 
the railway. Mining rights were 

still held for many years, and as 
late as the 1950s, dreamers still 
planned of reviving the mines. 
The last group (1958) estimated 
the site had reserves of 

25,000,000 tons of ore! The ore 
is still there.  

 

Detlor Railway Station. Besse-
mer Railway met the Central 
Ontario Railway  
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Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

TAOIST TAI CHI at Galway Hall 
Mondays & Thursdays 10 am - noon 

The Galwegians by Bill Lee 

 

KINMOUNT DOWNTOWN PHARMACY  
4084 COUNTY RD #121 

KINMOUNT, ONTARIO K0M 2A0 

PHONE:  705-488-1923 
FAX:        705-488-1943 

 
PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES 
MEDICATION REVIEWS 
BLISTER PACKAGING 

 
GENERAL SERVICES 

20% SENIOR DISCOUNT EVERY  
TUESDAY & THURSDAY 
$ 2.00 ODB CO-PAY WAIVED 

FREE DELIVERY  
WITHIN KINMOUNT & TRENT LAKES 

 
STORE HOURS 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY: CLOSED 
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The seventh annual Kinmount 
and Area Educational Bursary 
dinner/auction was very success-
ful. This event raised $10 000! 
The proceeds go into the bursary 
fund. Local students that live 
within a 15 km radius of the Kin-
mount Post Office, if eligible, 
may apply for a bursary. Details 
of the Kinmount Bursary applica-
tion can be found at 
www.kinmount.ca. The Bursary 
Committee would like to recog-
nize two of our local service 
clubs for their continued support 
of this fundraiser. The Kinmount 
Legion, Branch 441, presented a 
cheque in the amount of $2 000. 
The Lions Club of Kinmount 
presented a cheque in the amount 
of $1 500. The Galway Hall con-
tinued its commitment to the bur-
sary fundraiser by donating the 
dinner. Once again, our commu-
nity demonstrated its support, 
generosity, and dedication to 
make this event a success. 
Thanks to all! 
The Galway Hall volunteers put 
on another excellent dinner. The 
menu included scalloped pota-
toes, ham, baked beans, peas and 
carrots, and coleslaw. Apple crisp 
and ice cream were for dessert. 
Volunteerism was alive and well 
at the Galway Hall. Many volun-
teers came out on Saturday night 
in support of this important com-
munity initiative. 
The month of March has two 
fundraisers booked at the Galway 
Hall. On Saturday, March 7th, the 
Victoria Pony Club hosts its an-
nual event. This year it is a ñVisit 
to the Kentucky Horse Park Din-
ner/Loonie Auctionò. The doors 
open at 5:30 p.m. and the dinner 
of pulled pork, mac and cheese, 
salad, and dessert is at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $15. On St. Patrickôs 
Day, (Tuesday, March 17th), St. 
Patrickôs Church is hosting a pot-
luck supper at 5 p.m. At 6:30 
p.m., the Celtic group, ñRhythm 
and Graceò performs. The dy-
namic, musical Duketow family 
is from Lakefield. Donôt miss this 
evening of song, percussive step-
dancing, fiddling, accordion, 
electric bass guitar, piano, and 
Irish whistle. What an awesome 
opportunity to ñGo Greenò and 

ñGet your Irish Onò!   
The ñFriends of Galwayò will 
meet on Friday, March 20th at 7 
p.m. at the Galway Hall. The 
theme for this meeting is: 
Words and Expressions from 
the Past (that are not known 
and/or used today). Everyone is 
welcome. 
Looking ahead, save this date- 
Saturday, April 25th. The Gal-
way Hall will be the venue for 
the 26th Annual Dinner/Auction 
for the Kinmount Community 
for Planning and Economic 
Development. As the major 
fundraiser for the KCPED, 
monies raised help support the 
many local projects within Kin-
mount and area. 
There have been a couple of 
unconfirmed cougar sightings 
in the Crystal Lake Road area. 
Also, a trail camera captured an 
image of a óbig catô. This im-
age has been forwarded to the 
MNR for identification. 
A couple of local bird counts 
took place over the Christmas 
holidays. Inclement weather was cit-
ed as one reason for the lower num-
ber of birds recorded. Another factor 
noted was the abundance of food 
sources, especially seeds this year. 
Therefore, birds did not have the need 
to come to feeders. Did you know 
that only about 20% of a birdôs diet 
relies on food provided from bird-
feeders? Apparently, blue jays are 
unaware of this statistic. On any giv-
en day this feeding season, there 
seems to be more blue jays on, under, 
and around our birdfeeder than there 
are in the dugout at the Rogersô Cen-
tre on game day! 
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Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

any stones that could be moved!) and 
drawing them off the fields. Sometimes 
the stones were totally cleared from the 
field, and other times they were piled in 
one spot. Due to the nature of our land, 
rock picking was not a one-time event, 
but often was necessary at regular inter-
vals. Rocks seemed to ñgrowò in the 
fields as the frost heaved up whole new 
crops of stone regularly.  
The rocks were usually collected in a 
flat-bottomed implement called a ñstone 
boatò. The implement was towed along 
the ground by a team of horses and was 
shaped like a flat-bottomed boat or 
scow. Rocks were added by hand, so 
the stone boat had very low sides. A 
good team of horses was measured by 
the size of the load of stones it could 
drag off the field. Thus the horse pull 
was invented.  
While many farm teams also worked in 
the bush and drew heavy loads of logs, 
the stone boat with its rock supply was 
easier to load and unload than logs. The 
original stone boats were made of 
wood, but metal was preferred as it was 
lighter and more durable. The rules of 
the competition were simple. A small 
load of (handy) rocks was tossed in the 
stone boat and each team took a turn 
dragging the boat a set distance. After a 
successful pull, more rocks were added 

As Kinmount Fair prepares to celebrate its 
150th Fair, we are looking back at some of 
the traditional history of an agricultural 
fair. The ñPioneer Fairsò were different 
than Fairs are today, but not as much as 
many would think. Long ago, Fairs were 
mostly agricultural events with lots of farm
-related events. Some of these events are 
gone, but many remain. One of the tradi-
tional events that has stood the test of time 
is the Horse Pulling contest.  
Back in the 1800s, every farmer had a team 
of heavy horses on the farm. Originally 
oxen were the draft animals of the earliest 
pioneers, but horses were preferred and as 
soon as a farmer could afford horses, the 
oxen disappeared. By the late 1800s, oxen 
had almost disappeared. These did all the 
traditional farm practices including plow-
ing, harvesting, threshing, and hauling. The 
heavy horses were the sole form of trans-
portation until the internal combustion en-
gine and its trucks, cars and tractors came 
along. Horses also powered the lumbering 
industry, so very important to local history.  
One of the traditional uses of horses was 
clearing the fields for farming. This in-
volved moving logs and stumps from the 
newly-cleared fields, but it also involved 
moving rocks as well. It is safe to say the 
area had more than its fair share of rocks. 
To make working the fields easier, it was 
necessary to pick up the smaller stones (or 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Kinmount Fair 150: Horse Pulls 

and the draws repeated. The winner was the 
team that was still able to complete the distance 
or pulled the farthest on the last pull.  
As tractors replaced horse-power and the num-
ber of farmers in our area declined, the same 
decline in horse teams occurred. After WW II, 
draw pulling horses became very rare. Soon the 
horse pull at the Kinmount Fair was reduced to 
a contest between the two lumber companies 
(Austin and Phillips) who maintained pulling 
teams for winter logging. Stone boats were rare 
as the few farmers left in the area ceased strug-
gling with the rocks. Horse pulls at many of the 
Fairs disappeared and only a few contests con-
tinued.  
But draft horses began to make a comeback in 
the 1960s. Some farmers kept them out of nov-
elty or tradition. A few still used them in bush 
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Kinmount Fair 150: Horse Pulls, continued from page 4 

work. And the Heavy Horse 
Pulls began to creep back into 
the Fair lineups. Horse Pulling 
Organizations sprang up to make 
the sport more competitive and 
widespread. The stones used for 
weight were replaced by cement 
slabs; much easier to handle! 
Stones were still in use as late as 
the 1960s. On one occasion at 
Kinmount Fair, the match ran 
out of stone for weight. Rather 
than search for more, several 
men were added to the boat. By 
the time the competition ended, 
at least 6 men were ñridingò the 
boat! Other Fairs used trucks for 
weight, but cement slabs did 
look better! In the 1970s, the 
National Film Board of Canada 
made a documentary called 
ñHeavy Horse Pullò. The film 
makers followed horse pulls at 
local Fairs including Kinmount, 
Bobcaygeon and Lindsay. The 
key actor was Mac McGillvray 
from Cardiff, who always called 
Kinmount his ñhome fairò. This 
year, the Pioneer Society will 
show Heavy Horse Pull at the 
Heritage Display. Check out 
Monty Robson narrating a piece 
of history!  

A pulling contest was on the schedule for 
the first Somerville Fair way back in 
1872. Come to the 150th Kinmount Fair 

and see an old tradition repeated! There is 
something ñromanticò about watching 
those magnificent beasts at work.  The 
more things change, the more they stay 

the same!  

 
Clockwise from left: A 2013 Horse Pull; A Horse Pull 
from the 1950s. Old grandstand in the background. Also 
held in the old show ring site; A Blast From The Past: 
Ox Pull at the Kinmount Fair. Three teams from Bridge-
water Nova Scotia demonstrate  the art of Ox Pulling.  

150th Kinmount Fair 
Labour Day Weekend 

 
Start Planning Your  
Fair Experience NOW 

 
Plan to visit on Saturday and see the 
Light and Heavy Horse Pulls 

New Edition of Whiskey and Wickedness Released 

This new edition of Whiskey and 
Wickedness featuring Peterborough 
and Haliburton Counties will be 
available for sale in the Kinmount 
Artisans Marketplace this summer. 

LOOKING FOR PICTURES  
Any old pictures of Kinmount 
especially before WWI 

 
In particular pictures of  

 
The Creamery 

 
The Grist Mill (first or second) 

 
The Kinmount Fair  

 
Kinmount Servicemen from WWII 

 
Please send these to the attention 

of the  editor at 
gdsscott@mail.com 
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705- 488- 3091 

Norland Servicemen Win Medals WWII 

SUNDAYS 
 

10 am  Bible Study 
11 am  Worship Ser-
vice 
             & Kids Zone 
 

ALL  
WELCOME 

 

This year marks the 75th anniversary 
of the end of WW II. Here are 3 
stories from the War.  
In times of war, ordinary men are 
asked to do extraordinary things. 
The 3 following stories record some 
of these extraordinary events by 3 
Norland servicemen.  
 Flight-Lieutenant Lorne H LeCraw 
(Norland) 
Lt LeCraw was transferred to the 
RAF and stationed on Akyab Island 
in the Indian Ocean. By 1942 the 
Japanese were advancing through 
south-east Asia towards India. 
ñEarly in 1942, during the Japanese 
invasion of Burma, two Hurricane 
aircraft of the Royal Air Force, pi-
loted by Squadron leader Elsden and 
Pilot Officer LeCraw were sent up 
to meet an attack by forty Japanese 
fighters. A short, uneven dog-fight 
followed with very little damage 
being inflicted on the Japs. Elsden 
managed to escape to an alternate 
airfield but LeCraw, his plane badly 
damaged, and himself wounded, 
was forced to bail out at extremely 
low altitude. The rest of the squad-
ronôs planes were destroyed on the 
ground by Japanese fighters. Upon 
landing in the Indian Ocean off 
Akyab Island, Lecraw freed himself 
from his parachute and attempted to 
inflate his life jacket. In order to 
blow it up he was forced to hold his 
hand against his cheek as a piece of 
shrapnel had pierced the cheek and 
the air was escaping through the 
hole rather than going into the life 
jacket.  
After swimming for about four 
hours, LeCraw reached the shore  
where he was found by some Bur-
mese, who after being promised a 

reward 
for his 
safe 
return 
(each 
pilot 
carried a 
note in 
the Bur-
mese 
lan-
guage 
for this 
purpose) 
carried 
him 
through 

the night on a litter for a distance of 
about twenty miles back to the air-
field. Fortunately, they arrived there 
the next morning just in time to 
catch the last plane evacuating the 
last of the troops from the island.  
Four months were spent in hospital 
during which several operations 
removed most of the shrapnel from 
the cheek, neck, shoulder and leg 
wounds, and a broken jaw was set 
and healed. LeCraw returned to his 
squadron to fly for another two 
years in operations against the Japa-
nese. It was during this period that 
he flew in the famous New Years 
Eve Battle over the Burma Front. In 
this fight, the ten spitfires met an 
attack by the thirty Japanese fight-
ers and bombers and destroyed (or 
probably destroyed) twenty-seven 
of them. The squadron received a 
message of congratulations from 
Winston Churchill.  
Carl Puterbaugh, also from Nor-
land, became a flight-lieutenant and 
bomber pilot in the RAF. He was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross (DFC) in December 1944. 
The citation readsò 
ñOver Nuremburg, the Sterling 
Bomber piloted by F/L C 
Puterbaugh of Norland, was at-
tacked by three German fighters at 
once. Cannon shells and machine 
gun bullets made a sieve of the 
bomber in a few seconds and all 
four engines cut out at once. The 
plane dropped like a bomb. At only 
900 feet above the ground, two en-
gines picked up and, by straining 
them, Puterbaugh coaxed the big 
bomber up to 2,500 feet, expecting 
to have to bail out. Then he man-
aged to get another engine running 
and safely reached Britain despite 
the loss of part of a wing, tail plane 
and rudder from the fighterôs shells. 
F/L Puterbaugh was awarded the 
DFC for his work on various secret 
missions carried out in Sterlings 
and Fortresses of the RAF. 
The army also produced its share of 
local medal winners. Rifleman Jo-
seph Watson (Queenôs Own Rifles) 
of Norland was awarded the Mili-
tary Medal for the following inci-
dent: ñDuring the early morning of 
February 26, 1945, #7 platoon, A 
company, #1 battalion Queens Own 
Rifles attacked a strong point in the 
vi-

11:30 am - 1 pm St. James Anglican Church 

Soup & 
Sandwich 

1st 
Tuesday 
Monthly 

 

By Donation 

Joseph Watson 
Continued p. 8 
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Spot the Shot Recaptured 
Last Monthôs Spot the Shot:  
The Old Pogue Farm, Deep 
Bay on Gull Lake, taken 
from the Fire Tower that 
used to be in there. 
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$25 per year - Make cheque payable to Kinmount Gazette 
  c/o L. Kilby, P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
705 - 488 - 2919 or email: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 

Volumes 1 - 11 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 
 

 

 

Dr. Bruce Mason 
Chiropractor 

3398 Gelert Rd. 
Minden, Ontario 
K0M 2K0 

705-286-4350 

 RANDY BEACLER  
 Plumbing 
  Hydronics 
   Drains 

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES 

705-488-2266 

Sage Advice &  
Gentle Exercise for Seniors 

Tuesdays 9:30 am 
Galway Hall 

Everyone Welcome! 
Seniors or Not! 

 

WWII Nursing Sisters 

Tantalizing Fun! 
Hosted by Passion Nurse 
Guys & Gals Welcome! 
Sat. March 28 

At Kinmount Legion 
Doors Open 5:30 pm    Games 7 pm 

14 Bingo Games - Sexy Prizes for all Games  
1 Jackpot Game $300 Prize Value 
Advance Tickets $40 - At Door $50 

Tickets available at Legion or 704 928 7447 or 705 928 7105 
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Norland Serviceman Win Medals conôt from p 6 

705 286-0808 
Debbie Calvert 

50 Newcastle St 

Minden, Ont 

K0M 2K0  

cinity of Steeg (Netherlands). 
While advancing over open ground 
against three enemy machine gun 
positions, a large percentage of #7 
platoon including the Platoon Of-
ficer and the Platoon Sergeant, 
were killed or wounded. Rifleman 
Watson, one of the members of #7 
platoon, received a bullet wound in 
the leg but continued to advance, 
firing a bren gun from the hip at 
known enemy positions. He was 
again wounded, this time by two 
pieces of shrapnel, but refused to 
leave the field of action. Rifleman 
Watson continued to advance until 
all the enemy were either killed, 
wounded or captured. All during 
this performance he displayed abso-
lute fearlessness in the face of the 
enemy, and his bravery and aggres-
siveness, which carried him far 
beyond the call of duty, was a de-
termining factor in enabling the 
platoon to capture the objective.ò 
Joseph Watson stayed in the army 
and fought in the Korean War 

(1950-1951).  

LLOYDôS Driveway Sealing 
& MOTORCYCLE/ATV REPAIRS 

Licenced Mechanic  
CALL OR TEXT LLOYD HEACOCK 

705 879 2619  
Or Drop in to 6 Hunter Street 

Kinmount 

Mystery Falls on  
Union Creek 

While combing through the histor-
ical post cards of old Victoria 
County, I came across this post 
card titled ñ Falls on Union Creek 
near Kinmountò. I have no idea 

where this falls is located. If any of 
the Gazette readers can identify the 
location of this waterfall on an other-
wise placid creek. Please let me 
know. Its to be on a cleared ñfarmò 
somewhere along the Union Creek.  


