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Kinmount Fair 2015 Line-up Announced 

Get Results! 

ADVERTISE IN  
THE GAZETTE!  

Rates per issue:  

Business Card Size    $15 
2 x Business Card    $30 
1/4 Page      $40 
1/2 Page      $75 
Full Page    $150  

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca  
705 - 488 - 2919  

The Gazette is a non profit monthly 

publication produced by volunteers. 

The Gazette depends on advertising 

sales & donations to remain operating. 

We are very grateful for the continuing 

support of area businesses & patrons.   

Do you enjoy the Gazette?  
Send a donation!  

Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED,  

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0 

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.  

Your name will appear in our  

Thank You to Our Patrons Section  

Tax Receipts issued for Donations $25+ 

Follow Kinmount events on 

Twitter! @kinmount 

Visit us in colour at 

kinmount.ca 
All issues available online 

The Kinmount Fair is a highlight of the  

social year in the community. The Fair has 

just announced its entertainment lineup for 

the 2015 season.  

 

New Acts Clockwise from top right:  Doc 

Walker Sat. Grandstand; Ruff Sport Dog 

Show all weekend; Sidewinder Saturday 

Night Dance; Hands-on Exotics all  

weekend 

Special Events at the Market 

May 16th - Victoria Day Saturday: "Find Your Inner Greenò 

June 27th - Canada Day Weekend: ñ100% Canadianò 

July 11th:   Heritage Day 

August 1st - Civic Holiday Weekend: ñTaste of the Marketò 

Oct 10th - Thanksgiving Weekend: ñHarvest Homecomingò 

December - Christmas Open House  

NEW!  Pillitteri Winery 
Ask about our Community Booth! 

Contact us at 705.799.1237 or 

Visit us at kinmountfarmersmarket.ca 
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Saturdays 
9 am to 2 pm  

Victoria Day 

to Thanksgiving 
Down by the riverside 

at Austin Sawmill  

Heritage Park 
      Welcome Back! 

Follow us on Facebook  

 

KINMOUNT FARMERSô 
MARKET 

WANTED Buskers and/or 

Musicians 
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Friends and Neighbours:  Bancroft 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

The town of Bancroft is situ-

ated on a small waterfall on 

the York River in north Has-

tings County. Since the York 

River is a branch of the Mad-

awaska River, Bancroft lies 

on the Ottawa River water-

shed. This meant lumbermen 

were active in the area as ear-

ly as 1850. The original sur-

veyors, who came north from 

Belleville, actually met a log 

drive near Bancroft when they 

surveyed the area in 1856. 

This was likely the first time 

in our area that surveyors 

were preceded by the lumber-

men! The area was licensed to 

John Egan, who has left his 

name on various places such 

as Eganville. Since the York 

River drains a large area of 

Haliburton County, the Otta-

wa lumbermen actually pene-

trated our area. 

The true settlement of Ban-

croft and area only started 

after the Hastings Coloniza-

tion Road reached the area in 

1865. But the road was so 

rough and the stretch from 

Madoc north to LôAmble so 

rocky that few settlers even 

bothered to travel north. The 

Monck Road, which passed 

through Kinmount and ran 

east to Bancroft was an easier 

access point which also con-

nected with the Burleigh 

Road from Peterborough. 

The village was founded by a 

Belleville business-

man named Billa 

Flint. He had been a 

prominent business-

man ñdown southò 

and was the MPP for 

Hastings in the On-

tario Assembly. (He 

was later appointed a 

Senator!) Flint be-

lieved the site had a 

lot of potential for 

growth; so strongly 

was this belief that 

Flint sold holdings in 

Belleville to move to 

the unsettled site. Bancroft was 

originally called York River. A 

post office was officially started 

in 1861 under that name. In 1871 

the name was changed to Ban-

croft in honour of Billa Flintôs 

mother-in-law.   

In the 1870s the Central Ontario 

Railway (COR) was built north 

from the county seat of Belle-

ville towards Bancroft to exploit 

the economic resources of North 

Hastings. The going was so dif-

ficult north of Madoc (see Has-

tings Road above) that the rail-

way was only built to Ormsby 

Junction, 20 miles south of Ban-

croft and never extended to the 

village for another 20 years! 

Connections north to Bancroft 

were made by team and wagon. 

Meanwhile, the Great Irondale, 

Bancroft & Ottawa Railway 

(IB&O) was creeping towards 

Bancroft from the west. The 

IB&O made it as far as Baptiste 

until it too stalled a few miles 

away from the village. In 1899, 

the IB&O actually made it to the 

village, just before the COR ex-

tension arrived and Bancroft 

now had two railways going in 

opposite directions! 

While the COR led to the main 

markets in southern Ontario, the 

plucky IB&O won the hearts of 

Bancroftians. It had the ñunder-

dogò aura about it, and was 

looked upon as the little railway 

that was battling the big, bad 

COR! Thanks to the Monck 

Road and the IB&O, North Has-

tings residents developed close ties 

with Haliburton County (Both the 

Monck Road and IB&O led to 

Kinmount!). It was said that early 

Bancroft had closer relations with 

Haliburton than it did with Belle-

ville, the Hastings County seat. 

Eventually the Hastings Road was 

upgraded during the Great Depres-

sion, and travel south became more 

popular. (So ñroughò was the Has-

tings Road that the car dealers in 

Bancroft brought in their new cars 

by rail! They didnôt want to risk 

the new machines on the Hastings 

Road!) 

The village of Bancroft hummed 

along as a lumber town for several 

decades. It served as a shopping 

centre for the 6 northern townships 

of Hastings County. It contained a 

good selection of general stores, 

railway and road access, a hospital 

and doctors, a cheese factory, ma-

chinery dealers, a newspaper, a 

high school and the prerequisite 

saloons, churches, etc. There were 

many smaller hamlets in the area, 

but Bancroft was the hub of the 

area. It was the only practical ac-

cess from east 

central Ontario 

to the Ottawa 

Valley.  

Bancroft was a 

lumber town. 

It always con-

tained at least 

one sawmill, 

but it was also 

a stop on the log drives that 

coursed down the York River 

every spring. When the loggers 

reached Bancroft, they ñlet off a 

winterôs steamò in one of several 

drinking establishments. This led 

to wild times in the village, and 

the appointment of a constable. 

There were wild melees over the 

years, but one of the wildest was 

one spring day in the late 1890s. 

Things got out of hand at the 

Bancroft Hotel, and the consta-

ble was summoned. Upon arri-

val, he was outnumbered by at 

least 3 burly river drivers who 

refused to come visit the town 

goal. In the ensuing scuffle, the 

constable asked for assistance 

from sundry bar patrons and was 

greeted with indifference. One 

miscreant surrendered, but the 

other 2 fled. As the worst  

Continued on p. 4 

Clockwise from left:  Bancroft 

Main Street present day; the 

Eagles Nest a popular rock and 

ice climbing sight; Bancroft 

Main Street circa 1900 
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705-488-1349 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

The Phases of Crystal Pier  

The Kinmount Tartan 
Menôs Cap - Tartan Scarf  

Tammy - Menôs Tie  

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace or 
Contact Diane at 705-488-2635 

Good 

Going 

Gone 2015 

 

Read all about it on 

page 13.  

 

For further history of 

the pier see Gazette 

Volume 1 Edition 11 

APOLOGY 
The Gazette regrets inserting an incorrect photo of Carroll Baker in an ad in 

our March & April issues. Carroll performs at Roger Bellwood Arena in 

Fenelon Falls June 13 at 7:30 p.m. Call 705.454.9035 for tickets.  


