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The Legend of the Shoe Tree

One of the Seven Wonders of He fell in love with the rugged,
Kinmount is the series of unspoiled lands of Kinmount and
Shoe Trees west of town on  when he retired, couldn’t wait to
old Highway 503 (now live here. He built a home at the

As the legend goes, if
you nail your shoes on a
tree, others will follow
your example. Bill’s

Inside this issue:

A NEIGHBOURS AND FRIENDS 2
County Road #45). The Ga-  corner of the White Lake Road Shoe Tree began to
zette received an inquiry and 503. And the first thing he did sprout dozens of pairs MYTH BUSTERS 3
from a reader about what they in his new home is start a Shoe of used footware of
KINMOUNT KIDS 9

Tree.
In Wallaceburg, there was a leg-

were all about. So here is the
legend of the Shoe Tree.

every conceivable type.
People began to bring

) . H M 's D.
The very first Shoe Tree was end among the natives of Walpole ladders so they could FSTORY OF MOTHEES DAY 10
located east of town on High- Island of the magic _Shoe Tree. It nail their shoes higher THE HoT STOVE 11
way #503 at the White was rumoured that if you hunga up on the tree, the lower
Boundary Road near Furnace pair of moccasins on a sacred tree, trunk being now full.
Falls. It was planted by a it brought you good luck. Bill Others simply threw EDITORIAL 19

gentleman named Bill Boland
long ago. Bill came from
Wallaceburg, a town in
Southern Ontario near Chat-
ham. Back in the 1940s, Bill
Boland came to Kinmount to
hunt white tailed deer with
the Goose Valley Hunt Club.

Boland was intimately familiar
with this ancient native tradition
and immediately started his own

Shoe tree in his adopted area. He

selected a large white pine along

the highway and nailed an old set

of shoes on this local landmark

Lumber Kings of the Kawarthas

In the late 1800s, no com-
pany dominated the lumber
trade in our area as much as
the Boyd Lumber Company
from Bobcaygeon. The
Boyds dominated the indus-
try in our area and were by
far the largest outfit on the
Burnt River Watershed. More
local residents worked for the
Boyd family than any other
single company.

Mossom Boyd Sr. (there
were 2 Mossom Boyds!),
arrived at Bobcaygeon in
1834 at the tender age of 19.
Hailing from an Irish military
family, he reasoned his
chances were better farming
in Upper Canada than finding

a position in the British Army.
He was virtually penniless, but
possessed ambition and drive in
abundance. He purchased 100
acres in Verulam Township, the
“frontier” of settlement in the
1830s, just south of the present
village of Bobcaygeon.

The original founder of Bobcay-
geon was Thomas Need, who
built a sawmill on the rapids
between Sturgeon & Pigeon
Lakes a few years earlier. Need
was a well-educated Englishman
who soon realized the life of a
lumberman was not his cup of
tea. Need left Bobcaygeon in
1837 hiring young Mossom

their shoes onto
branches. The Shoe
Tree became a local
landmark.

But the Shoe Tree also
attracted hatred.
Continued pg. 3

Boyd to run his operations in
his absence. Boyd quickly
realized farming was not the
way to fame & fortune, and
began to cultivate the world of
lumbering instead. Even when
Need returned to Bobcaygeon,
Boyd continued to operate the
sawmill business while Need
concentrated on building the
village.

The village slowly grew into a
prosperous town. A dam, lock
& bridges were constructed
making the village an impor-
tant transportation hub. (Even
today Bobcaygeon bills itself
the “Hub of the Kawarthas).
Boyds little

sawmill was located next to the
locks causing confusion & con-
gestion on the river. Sawdust
from the mill began to fill the
channel below the lock and hinder
navigation. It got so bad, in 1879
Boyd was taken to court for
blocking navigation at the locks.
He was acquitted, but he got the
message & built a new, much
larger mill at the other end of
Bobcygeon Island. The large new
mill reflected the growing pros-
perity of Boyd’s Company and
signalled his arrival as a big
player on the local scene.
Originally, Mossom Boyd
Continued on page 4



Kinmount Gazette

Friends and Neighbours: Buckhorn

The village of Buckhorn owes  Buckhorn & ports west to Fenelon began to line the lakes. Buckhorn
its success to Mother Nature. It Falls & Lindsay. Buckhorn could became a tourism centre and the
is located on a narrows where  be reached from Peterborough via Township of Harvey had its office
the waterfalls signalled the end  Bridgenorth on Chemong Lake in the village.

of Upper Buckhorn Lake and  with a lock, so there wasnoreal  Today Buckhorn
the beginning of Lower Buck-  hurry to build a lock at Buckhorn. poasts a school
horn L_ake. The waterfall_s were Th(—; first lock here was not built and a large rec-
an obvious & excellent site for  until 1881. reation complex
a mill. The fact the site was also The first post office was estab-
on the navigational route of the lished in 1860 with John Hall as ~ that holds many
Kawartha Lakes also helped. postmaster. Hall’s choice for a special events
And the narrows made it a name was Buckhorn because it such as the
prominent site for a bridge over was his habit to nail deer antlers  Buckhorn Arts &
the lakes. Add these 3 pluses  or buck horns on the side of his  \wildlife Show.
together and you have the birth  mill (John Hall was an avid Many of the lo-
of Buckhorn village in 1828. hunter and the narrows made a | cott h o
The village is divided by the perfect deer hunting spot). But cal cottages . ave .
river: half on the Smith Town-  that name was already taken by a  been turned into full-time or re-
ship side of the water and the  post office near Chatham, so the  tirement homes. The area is still
other half on the Harvey Town- name Hall’s Bridge was adopted. noted for its unspoiled
ship side. In the early 1900s, the original scenery.

The entrepreneur who started ~ Buckhorn post office in southern
the village was John Hall, an Ontario was discontinued and the
Irish immigrant who arrived in  residents of Hall’s Bridge eagerly
the Peterborough area via the  adopted the name Buckhorn.
USA. He was a sawmill opera- In the 1860s John Hall had a

tor who first invested in the township surveyed into village
Peterborough mills, but soon lots and, in a generous gesture,
moved to Buckhorn and began  gave one town lot to the eldest

to develop that site. Hall built ~ daughter of each of his employ-
his own dam on the site in ees. Gradually a small village
1830, followed by saw & grist  grew up on both sides of the dam
mills in 1932. His original grist with stores, churches, and a
stones can still be found on the school. A cheese factory gathered
little island where his mill first  the local milk from farmers, but
stood, a memorial to Buck- the bare rocks of the area made
horn’s beginnings. In 1845, for few farms. Lumbering re-
Hall built a bridge over the rap- mained the main industry until
ids at his own expense to link  tourism replaced it. Numerous
both sides of the village. In lodges were established in the
1851 a group of lumberjacks area catering to a growing clien-
“on a rampage” destroyed the  tele who accessed the area by
bridge & damaged the mill &  boat. Fishing & hunting
dam and the village was bridge- drew many tourists as well
less for 6 years! and many of the locals

In 1836 the government com-  made a few extra dollarsas
missioners of the Trent Valley  guides. The growth of boat-
took over Hall’s dam, and the  ing on the Trent System
plan for the Trent canal began  after 1945 led to a growth
to take form. The first lock at  in the local economy and
Bobcaygeon (1834) allowed for cottages

navigation between Buckhorn
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The Legend of the Shoe Tree, continued from page 1

A neighbour became so disgusted
with the sight of shoes decorating
the trunk of a tree (visual pollu-
tion was the word used), that the
police were called to investigate
this “hazard”. The policeman
laughed at the sight and added a
pair of his shoes to mix. The com-
plainant was further infuriated
and vowed to fix the problem. She
returned with a ladder and pro-
ceeded to strip the offending foot-
wear from the Shoe Tree. Bill
Boland, now an old man dying
from cancer, was distressed and
called for help. A group of his
friends showed up

and simply took the shoes away
while the complaintant was still
up the tree. The magic shoes then
found their way to a neighbour
who resurrected the Shoe Tree on
his lawn. Shortly thereafter, a
mysterious “one tree forest fire”
destroyed most of the shoes and
the new Shoe Tree. Clearly it was
dangerous for Shoe Trees at Fur-
nace Falls.

But the legend of the Shoe tree
did not end there. It was noticed
that a tree west of town began to
sprout shoes on its trunk. Legend
has it the

shoe laces of the original ~ Shoe Tree Complex on the north side

tree travelled by air to the  of the Road at the first big bend. The
Legend of the Shoe Tree lives on!

new site and sprouted a
new crop of Shoe Trees.
Once again, new shoes
were attracted to the tree
and soon several trees were §
covered in good luck sym-
bols. The Shoe Trees con-
tinue to spread to this very
day. They are even cover-
ing fence posts and some
have landed in the over-
head hydro wires. So if you
travel the road west of
Kinmount, keep an eye

Spring is here!
Milkshakes,

w
NE Waffle sandwich

Gateway General Store
& Cafe

formerly Smajy Pies
~o\S Gateway Variety .
QD S Co0kigs
o
Home Baking
1 \ﬁ 1
Sandwiches
Salads

Serving Kawartha Dairy Ice cream
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Growing to Serve you Better

HALIBURTON
COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME

Dwaine Lloyd

Funeral Director
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13523 Hwy. #118 West,

P.O.Box.721 Phone: 1-705-457-9209
Haliburton, Ontario Toll Free: 1-800-833-4342
KOM 180 Fax: 1-705:457-9633

www.communityfuneralhonies.com
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COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME
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P.O. Box 340 Phone: 1-705-454-3913
Coboconk, Ontario Toll Free: 1-800-833-4342
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www.communityfuneralhomes.com
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The Quilters Inn Barb Leffering

Longarm Machine Quilting
Classes

Quilting Retreats
Notions
Fabric—over 1200 bolts, wide backing, children’s fabric, panels, blenders & more

Open Saturday, Sunday and most afternoons
Please call to confirm weekly hours

6 Hunter Street, PO Box 256
Kinmount, On, KOM 2A0
www.quiltersinn.net

Studio 705-887-8499
Residence 705-488-1312
E-mail:
quiltagrafix@gmail.com
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Lumber Kings of the Kawarthas, continued from page 1

acquired his lumber supply
from the local area: primarily
Verulam, Somerville & Har-
vey Townships. Massive white
pine were readily available
with easy access to the local
lakes. With the construction of
the Bobcaygeon Road (circa
1860), Boyd was able to push
his operations north into Hali-
burton County: a vast reservoir
of untapped pine. Boyd’s op-
erations concentrated in Lut-
terworth, Snowdon & Glamor-
gan townships and the Burnt
River was the highway for his
log drives. The Boyd Com-
pany operated 5-10 shantys
each winter in our area, and
floated 20,000-50,000 logs per
spring down the Burnt River,
over the dam at Kinmount and
on to the mill at Bobcaygeon.
All access to these shantys
came up the Bobcaygeon Road
through Kinmount. Every fall,
hundreds of wagon loads of
supplies were cadged up the
Road and over the bridge at
Kinmount. A good days cadg-
ing ended up at Kinmount, and
the Boyd Company actually
had a depot in town where the
cadgers & their teams rested
for the night. Likewise all the
shanty boys were funnelled
through the village. The depot
house has not been identified
yet, but it consisted of stables
& a “bed & breakfast” home
for the travelling shantymen.
These lumbermen could take a
stage coach, hitch a ride on a
cadge team or simply walk!
They went north in the fall and
back south in the spring.

In 1869, the ever-ambitious
Mossom Boyd purchased the
timber limits for 9 townships
in Haliburton County from the
Canadian Land & Emigration

Company. These 10 townships
contained some of the best
pine in Ontario and most of
the land was drained by the
Burnt River system. The new
limits kept the Boyd Company
busy for several decades.
Mossom Boyd Sr. also was
involved in the square timber
trade. This branch of the lum-
ber industry sold uncut timber
“sticks” to the British market.
These sticks could be used as
spars & masts for ailing ships,
hardwood squared logs or just
big beams of pine. The Royal
navy was a primary consumer
of these sticks of prime Cana-
dian timber and the port of
Quebec City was the depot for
trans-Atlantic trade. To get
these sticks to market, it was
necessary to float them in huge
rafts down the Kawartha
Lakes/Trent River system to
Trenton, across Lake Ontario
& down the St Lawrence to
Quebec City. It was a long &
arduous journey and usually
involved a whole season
(April-October). Since these
sticks of timber were the
choice products on Ontario
forests, the payout had to
cover the costs. Only perfect
pine 90 feet long or more with
less than 3 knots were accept-
able as masts. By the 1850s,
these behemoths of the forest
were becoming harder to find,
and Boyd began to fill the de-
mand from his limits. The
largest white pine from Boyd’s
limits was harvested on Con-
cession 5 of Verulam Town-
ship. Its final length (after the
top was removed) was 120
feet! It took 10 teams of oxen
to edge this mast-to-be down
to Sturgeon Lake for the trip to
England. Due to the quality of
Boyd’s pine (he

was a perfectionist), Kawar-
tha Lakes timber acquired a
reputation for premium qual-
ity and commanded top price
in the Quebec market. Local
pine sailed around the world
on Royal navy ships for dec-
ades!

Mossom Boyd Sr. loved to
travel by timber raft to Que-
bec. He personally com-
manded the Bobcaygeon raft
every year between 1848 and
1882. He enjoyed the life of a

timber sailor” and loved to
haggle with the buyers at Que-
bec. If they did not meet his
price, he often stored his tim-
bers over-winter for the next
year! One year, a merchant
asked about the availability of
hardwood and another market
opened. EIm was the most
popular hardwood in demand,
and the pioneer forests in the
Kawartha Lakes was dotted
with some massive
Continued on page 5

Do You Live Out-of-Town?

Subscribe to our mail service and you can have it delivered to
your door.

Please contact Yvette Brauer at 705-488-2282

Volume 1, Issues 1-16 $20.00 Volume 2, Issues 1-11 $15.00

Available at Gateway General Store and Cafe and the
Kinmount Artisans Market
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LEISURE PRODUCTS

* SALES = SERVICE
* RENTALS = SUPPLIES
* CHEMICALS
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Kinmount Artisans Marketplace
Local Fine Art and Handcrafts
Anfiques, Local History Books and Souvenirs
Lower Level
Kinmount Community Centre,
On City Rd. 45 W. at 121
= Kinmount, Ontario, Canada
www .kinmountartisans.ca
Phone (705) 488-1414

Open Friday, Saturday, Sunday
10 AM to 4 PM



Kinmount Gazette

Lumber Kings of the Kawarthas, continued from page 4

elms. Hardwoods did not float, but
Boyd transported them by attaching
them to his pine rafts as cargo. The "Uitan
costs associated with the timber raft &
trade were enormous and the returns
uncertain & Boyd always seemed to
be operating close to the break-even
line. But financial gain aside, Mos-
som Boyd Sr must have loved the
life of a raftsman more for the ad- b ;
venture than the profit. After his e gradually declined
death in 1883, the company gladly = &= “ws. . from 2,000 to less
discontinued the annual timber . . than half that num-
drives to Quebec. In the 1850s, it became the preferred port. ber. Fenelon Falls with its new rail link, boomed

- - The obvious next step was to extend the rail- . X
:)—:r? 2:‘%?1?; :;éj Ir_nuorf]tbg:ocf:lg:rt])lla(;,ny way to Bobcaygeon, and the Boyds lobbied and became the hub of local activity. Haliburton

It was a financial
disaster for the
Boyds & Bobcay-
" geon. The popula-
tion of Bobcay-
geon, heavily de-
pendent on the
lumber industry,

was sawn lumber from the “Big mightily for such a project. But oddly & Kinmount now accessed the outside world via
e enough, it never happened until 1904, after Fenelon Falls. The Bobcaygeon Road ceased to
Mill” at Bobcaygeon. The largest ! - ;
the Bobcaygeon Mill was closed! Mossom become the life-line of Haliburton County and

market for Haliburton pine was the Bovd’ & frustration k bound ‘ : _
cities of the eastern USA such as Oyd's anger & frustration Xn€wno bounds — hjstory was changed by a railway line.

Boston & New York. These urban when the highly-anticipated Victoria Rai!way
centres experienced explosive chose Fenelon falls over Bobca;_/_geon asits
growth starting in the 1840s & the route north. No amount of cad(_)ng or t_)rlb-
demand for building lumber was ing could persuade the township council of

Verulam to grant a bonus to the new railway.
huge. The Boyd Company opened a In short, Fenelon Falls & its neighbours

Thank you to our
Volume 3 Patrons

. Bonnie Curl-Smith

\S'\;]&}[)%Z%ursne Olsr: ’(?;‘Iﬁins};\(/v,\rl]\l(arirlﬁr to  (including Somerville) out-bid Bobcaygeon . Janicfland_ IMark Finch
this clearing house. Legend has it for the railway. * Isabelle Hilyer
. In memory of Joyce

whole sections of New York were

buily with Haliburton pine in the “Austin” Mark
1800s. Mossom Sr, ever the perfec- . Gladys Bowman
tionist, quickly acquired a reputation . In memory of Dave and

Irene McNamara
. The Pearson Family
. Tab Tape-Strip Corp.
. Brian and Nancy Lemire
. Elizabeth Langlois

for top quality lumber: only the best
was sold south of the border. This
meant the lesser grades were sold
locally. A local person could buy
second-rate (but still very good)
lumber at the Boyd mill for $1 a
wagon load. If you overloaded your
wagon & required a “tow” from the .
Boyd teams, it was $2 a load. Jugt=a Would You Like
little penalty for being too greedy! to be a Patron?
Transporting the Bobcaygeon
boards to outside markets presented
a thorny problem. The earliest way
was to ship the lumber by water

If you would like to support the
Gazette Volume 3 as a patron,

Royal Canadian Le- please send your donation to

barge (or scows as they were called gion Kinmount Gazette, Advertising &
locally) to another “port” on the John McGrath Finance, c/o Yvette Brauer, P.O.
Kawartha Lakes where they coulfl Branch 441 Box 17, Kinmount, On KOM 2A0
be further teamed by wagon or met ~ Kinmount, Ontario (hgbrauer@sympatico.ca

a railway. Port Perry was the earliest 705-488-3462 488-2282)

port, but when the railway reachdd Cheques should be made payable
Lindsay to K.C.P.E.D.
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Kinmount Artisans Marketplace Directory

In the last edition of the Gazette,
we printed a list of businesses in
the Kinmount area. This edition
we are listing the crafts people
who are active in the Kinmount
Avrtisans Marketplace. The fol-
lowing have their craft items for
sale in the Marketplace in the
lower floor of the Kinmount
Community Centre. The Market-
place is a truly magical place to
visit and see artistically arranged
items made by local crafts people.
Plan to check it out!

Antiques/Collectibles
Pam Wilcox

Authors & Related
Guy Scott

Elva Bates

Neil Campbell

Gord Kidd

Cathe Swift

John Hulbig

Lynne Kilby CD
Friends of the Rail Trail CD

Stained Glass
Linda & Bill McGillvray

Pottery & Related
Bernie Nicholson
Sheila Brenchley
Ron Croxall
Wendy Duggan

Visual Arts ; Painting &
Photography
Brenda Mulholland
Diana Bullock

Grace MacPherson
Louise Docherty
Elisabeth Feyerabend
Robert MacBrien
Lara Grant

Holly Lougheed
Mary Lou Rober
Donna Stover

Frank Elsworth

Jewelery
Lucy Barnet

Amy June Beeney
Karen Bottcher
Andrea Beacler

Conty Ro. 45 W

Ko, On,

705-488-2961
877-458-2961

www.jaustinandsons.com

And much more....

Spruce, Pressure Treated and Cedar Lumber ~ Plywood ~ CRC Shingles ~
Steel Roofing ~ CIL Paints and Stains ~ Plumbing ~ Electrical ~

Dutch Quality Stone Products ~ Vinyl and Prefinished Wood Sidings ~
Drywall ~ Custom Built Docks ~ Dock Floats and Hardware ~

Your Trusted Building Supply Partaer

building centres

Soap
Debbie Everitt

Leather
Phyllis McHale

Woodworking
Ed Bunville

Kenn Drouillard
Wayne Perry

Metal Novelties
William Peacock

Folk Art

Judy Bunville
Lori Raymond
Wendy Michaud

Fibre Arts: Rug Hooking
Elizabeth Meszaros
Beverly Ehman

Tatting
Ruth MacBrien

Quilting/Sewing/Knitting/
Weaving
Barbara Leffering
Donnie Farley
Ruth Theobald
Patti Fleury

Ria Groot

Louise Berry
Jennie Maud
Milly Struik
Betty Wilkinson

Ida Young

Twig Items
Sandra Weyrich

Dreamcatchers
Shelly Wettlanfer

Such a variety of items in the Kin-
mount Artisans Marketplace.




4980 Monck Road, Kinmount, ON KOM 2A0
Dianne Spring
Broker of Record/Owner
dspring@sympatico.ca
www.diannespring.com

4980 Monck Rd. (CTY. RD. 45)
Kinmount, ON KOM 2A0
Office: (705) 488-3000

Office Fax: (705) 488-3480

100
cLus

E-Mail: vspring@sympatico.ca
WWW.vicspring.ca

1-800-305-3611 = Res: (705) 488-3100
Vic Spring
CHATTY KELLY’S
ULTIMATE ROADSIDE
DINER
b FRESH CUT FRIES -

V-

=)

Burgers, Dogs, Fish, Chicken
OPEN WEEKENDS MAY, JUNE, SEPT.,OCT.
7 DAYS A WEEK JULY 1ST UNTIL LABOUR DAY

500 Metres south of the Bridge in Kinmount on 121
705 488 1561

KINMOUNT HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST
6 Cluxton Street
Kinmount, Ontario KOM 2A0
(705)-488-2421 or 1-800-511-0211

www.kinmounthouse.com
healey_patrick@hotmail.com

Spot the Shot Recaptured

4 Last month’s Spot the Shot

\| was of the Turtle Crossing
Sign on County Road 45
(Monck Road) in the Village.

Kinmount Pharmacy
We are committed to your health

Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family
Have your prescriptions filled with us!
To serve you better we are now located at the Medical Centre

We provide Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations
Free Medication Review & Delivery

Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm
Thurs. 9 amto 8 pm
Fri. 9 amto 5 pm

Hours are:

T. 705-488-1960 F.705-488-1959

Shields Home Hardware
6663 Hwy 35, Coboconk
705-454-3342

Paul and Marie South —
Dealer/Owners
Your local suppliers of
Hardware, Lumber, Paint
Supplies, Camping Sup-
plies, Water, Gifts,
House wares and
much more.

@Rentals
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Kinmount Business History: Lot 4 West of Main Street

The current site of the Kinvale Restau-
rant & the cenotaph, Town Lot 4 West
of Main St is the last lot on the west

Restaurant was built out of the ashes by
Verlie Young. In 1960 it was acquired by

which burned to the ground. The
site was never rebuilt, and became

side of Main St in the village. The rest
of Main St on the west side was occu-
pied by the railway tracks. The lot was
very narrow in depth thanks to the
railway tracks. The first occupant of [
the site was Samuel Henry who was a
blacksmith and operated some other
sort of business, likely a harness shop.
The lot was also the site of Kin-
mount’s first Orange Lodge. Before
1900, a block of businesses nicknamed
the “Henry Block” grew up on the
south half of the lot (site of the Kin-
vale Restuarant). These included Haw-
kins Dry Goods, Mariah Train Milli-
nery Shop, Dr Frost’s office & drug
store and Sylvesters’ Photography
Studio. These businesses were lost in a
1898 fire.

The photography studio was a unique
business, and likely many of the clas-
sic photos of “old” Kinmount were
taken by the town photographer. Cam-
eras were well developed, but the indi-
vidual “household” models were still
in the future. Thus family portraits,
home images, etc required a profes-
sional with his glass-plate negatives &

Leon Wright. Mary Wright was a famous
cook who served up some well-praised

home-cooked meals. Later proprietors in-
cluded the Vanleers: Jake & Betty , Jerry

the cenotaph.

Flood of 1928

N

Vanzel, Martha and Brian Crowder and
today Ling and Brian Lin.

The Henry house & smithy were burned
(separately!) in 1922. One night the Forres-
ter’s Hall caught fire & the sparks were
blown onto the Henry House

developing studio. If only someone
had these negatives today! Most likely
the negatives were destroyed in a later
fire that levelled the Henry Block.

Dr Frost had moved into the Orange
Lodge building and the Kinmount
Lodge moved to a new structure on
Cluxton St that still stands today. Af-
ter the fire, Dr Frost moved across the
street to lot 2 where he was burned out
again in 1917! What bad luck!

The Henry Block was rebuilt and grew

Masonry & Landscapes

Ceartified & Insuraed
|

e -DOsminigue Samdon

to include 3 businesses under one roof.

It was the site of a restaurant operated
by many proprietors before 1942 in-
cluding Jack Cain, George Woods, a
Mr Crowe and Jess Chalmers. Jack
McKinley operated an ice cream shop
in the heyday of that popular treat.
George “Fatty Arbuckle” Ellsworth
was a harness maker in the Block for
several years. Eliza Gilmour ran a
millinery shop as well from the Block.
The Henry Block was totally de-
stroyed by the Great Fire of 1942. The

The Wine Store 958
| 9%
“Make Your Own Quality Wine” 'l:‘.

87 Bobcaygeon Rd., Box 654
Minden, ON KOM 2KO0
(705) 286-1642
minden-winestore@hotmail.com

Downtown Minden, beside C1BC

current Kinvale

The Henry Block during the Great
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Kids’ Corner: Pictorial

Clockwise from far left: sock puppets
at the March Break Craft Day, a
young crafter shows his t-shirt; Easter
Activities in the Park; Artists smile for
the camera Checkers the Clown awak-
i ens Brownies at their annual sleep-
over, Natasha rises to the occasion as
the magician levitates her to new
heights, the magician pulled a rabbit
out of his hat at the annual Brownie
sleepover;,

Kinmount Farmers Market

Explore our market!
Every Saturday, 9-2pm
May 22nd—OQOctober 9th.
Organic veggies, baked goods, honey, beef,
lamb, maple syrup, unique crafts & much
more!

At the Austin Sawmill Park - call 488-2612 for info
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The History of Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day is one of the largest
card-buying holidays in North
America, but the origins of Mother’s
Day have nothing to do with buying
expensive gifts, flowers, and cards.
The roots of celebrating a mother
figure can be traced back to the
times of Ancient Greece. The
Greeks held a festival to honour
Rhea, the Mother of all the Greek
Gods. The Romans and other early
civilizations had similar celebrations
for their own gods.

In the 17th century, there was a spe-
cial day in England known as Moth-
ering Sunday. It was celebrated on
the fourth Sunday of Lent to honour
one’s mother. It came about because
many common women spent most
of their time working in the house-
holds of England’s higher class.
Any servant who was a mother
could take the day off (how noble of
those noble English) and spend it
with their own mothers, most of
whom needed taking care of. The
honoured mothers were given a
celebratory fruit cake or pastry for
the event.

Years later the celebrations of one’s
mother changed to incorporate the
church as a symbol of ‘motherhood’
because of its spiritual nurturing.
This eventually switched back to the
original idea of mothers as in peo-
ple, not religious institutes

The idea of Mother’s Day in the United
States goes back to the Civil War. It was
suggested by a woman named Julia
Ward Howe during that time. Yes, she is
the same one who penned the words to
Battle Hymn of the Republic. Howe’s
idea for Mother’s Day came about as an
idea to promote peace after witnessing
the bloodshed of the Civil War. In 1870,
during the international peace confer-
ence held in London and Paris, she pre-
sented her manifesto. By 1872, Howe
began promoting Mother’s Day for
Peace which would be held on June 2.
The idea of the special day was to cele-
brate peace, the ideals of being a woman,
and motherhood. Her idea lasted for a
few years, and was even celebrated, but
eventually fell to the wayside as the
Civil War grew further in the past.

It wasn’t until 1907 that a woman by the
name of Ana Jarvis got the ball rolling of
turning Mother’s Day into a national
holiday. Ana Jarvis wanted to celebrate
her own mother so she convinced her
mother’s church in Grafton, West Vir-
ginia, to set aside a special day to honour
all mother’s. It was called Mother’s Day
and was set during the second Sunday in
May, which was the anniversary of the
death of Jarvis’ mother. The celebration
was held and by the following year,
Mother’s Day was also celebrated in
Philadelphia where Ana Jarvis

lived. Mother’s Day was a popular idea
and supporters of the holiday spoke with
politicians and law-makers about making
it a national holiday. By the time Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson made
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Mother’s Day official in 1914, it was al-
ready being celebrated in every state as
well as in Canada.

At first, people observed Mother's Day by
attending church, writing letters to their
mothers, and eventually, by sending
cards, presents, and flowers. With the
increasing gift-giving activity associated
with Mother's Day, Anna Jarvis became
enraged. She believed that the day's senti-
ment was being sacrificed at the expense
of greed and profit. In 1923 she filed a
lawsuit to stop a Mother's Day festival,
and was even arrested for disturbing the
peace at a convention selling carnations
for a war mother's group. Before her
death in 1948, Jarvis is said to have con-
fessed that she regretted ever starting the
Mother's Day tradition.

Despite Jarvis's misgivings, Mother's Day
has flourished. In fact, the second Sunday
of May has become the most popular day
of the year to dine out, and telephone
lines record their highest traffic, as sons
and daughters everywhere take advantage
of this day to honour and to express ap-
preciation of their mothers

Anna Jarvis




