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Fenelon Falls Secondary 

School students honour 

Canadians of WW1 at 

the Vimy Ridge 100th 

Anniversary Celebration 

in France. The group 

arrived early in the 

morning of April 9 to 

secure seats for the cere-

mony that started at 4 

pm. Two of the girls 

were interviewed by 

CBC. See more photos of 

their awesome adventure 

inside this issue! 

Saturday May 20  

9 am - 1 pm 

Lower Level Kinmount Library 
BY DONATION BOOK SALE  

Kinmount Model Railway & Museum  

Open 10 am to 4  

All 3 days of Victoria Day Weekend  

At Kinmount Railway Station  
 

 

WELCOME BACK FRIENDS EVENT     10 am - 4 pm    Friday - Monday 
KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE - Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre 

FREE SUMMER DRAW TICKET WITH ANY PURCHASE!  SHOP TAX FREE! 

Saturdays 
9 am to 2 pm  

Victoria Day 

to Thanksgiving 
Down by the riverside 

at Austin Sawmill  

Heritage Park 

KINMOUNT FARMERSô 
MARKET 
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$500 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE  
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Kinmount Train Station  
Table Rental $10 - 705.464.4114 

Hydrangea 

Bush Pick Up  
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Friends and Neighbours: Washago 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

The village of Washago is 

located at the head of Lake 

Couchiching where the Sev-

ern River drains the Lake 

Simcoe watershed into Geor-

gian Bay. The name 

Washagomin is Ojibway for 

ñgreen and sparkling watersò. 

The waters draining out of 

Lake Couchiching were green 

because of the limestone con-

tent. But the Severn River 

turned dark after the silt com-

ing from the Muskoka River 

merged with the Severn. 

Washago was a popular na-

tive camping site and was 

even a Huron Mission before 

the Beaver Wars of the 1640s.  

The Severn River has three 

channels flowing out of Lake 

Couchiching, but they quickly 

merged into one channel, so 

the actual site of Washago 

was on an island. Needless to 

say bridges became important 

in the pioneer era! The actual 

village site became the head 

of navigation for steam boats 

in the pioneer era, accessing 

traffic from Lake Simcoe to 

the south, Georgian Bay to 

the west via the Severn River 

and Muskoka to the north via 

the Muskoka River. Since 

both the Severn River and the 

Muskoka River were broken 

by numerous waterfalls, it 

was canoes only beyond 

Washago.  

The hamlet of Washago was 

officially founded in 1853 

with the start of steam boat 

travel from Orillia. The town 

wharf and storehouses were 

the centre of the town. Canoes 

were the only travel beyond 

Washago. A saw mill was 

quickly constructed as well as 

several hotels to serve travel-

ers. The next important step 

was the Muskoka Colonization 

Road which was started in 1859 

and commenced at Washago and 

ran to the Great Falls on the Mus-

koka River, now Gravenhurst. 

The Road did not follow any 

township lines like the Bob-

caygeon Road did, but rather fol-

lowed the easiest route north. Af-

ter leaving Washago, the Road 

crossed the Severn River several 

miles north at the spot later called 

Severn Bridge. High hopes 

abounded that Washago would 

become a great road terminus for 

settlers heading north to the ñrich 

farm landsò of Muskoka District.  

The Muskoka Road was success-

ful for about 15 years carrying 

traffic and settlers from Washago 

to points north. But in 1875 the 

arrival of the railway changed the 

transportation dynamics in Mus-

koka. The Toronto-Simcoe-

Muskoka Junction Railway even-

tually worked its way from Barrie 

to Orillia (1874), then crossed the 

narrows at Atherley and ran up 

the east side of Lake Couchiching 

to Washago and hence on to 

Gravenhurst. Both Washago and 

Severn Bridge had stations on the 

line. But the idea that a railway 

would bring further prosperity to 

Washago was wrong. The railway 

killed the steamboat business and 

Washago became just another small 

station on the railway line. Most 

business now bypassed Washago. 

Even the lumber business began to 

fade. Washago village declined. 

In the 1920s, Washago received 

another blow when the Muskoka 

Road was rebuilt and bypassed the 

village. The new road ran west of 

Lake Couchiching from Orillia 

through Severn Falls. Washago 

became a backwater. One more 

transportation route figured in vil-

lage history: the Trent Canal. The 

last section of the Canal to be com-

pleted was the section from Lake 

Couchiching to Georgian Bay. This 

section was not started until 1913. 

The new canal bypassed Washago, 

using the west channel of the Sev-

ern River to Severn Falls. Washago 

lost another transportation link.  

Washago had all the trappings of a 

pioneer village beyond all the trans-

portation links. It contained at least 

one sawmill and a grist mill. The 

grist mill served all the local farm-

ers until one was built in Brace-

bridge later in the 1870s. Hotels 

were prominent in the early history, 

serving travelers who came by boat 

and left by wagon. Several livery 

stables catered to the road traffic. 

Lacking good water power sites, the 

lumber industry never really 

flourished in Washago. Huge 

booms of logs passed through 

the community on their way to 

sawmills further south. The 

railway intercepted the later 

traffic, drawing sawn lumber 

from mills further north to 

markets further south.  

Today Washago is a sleepy 

bedroom community. It is part 

of the Municipality of Severn 

which includes Severn Bridge 

and Orillia Township.  

Annie Sawyer at the Vimy 

Ridge Memorial in April.  

Annie is the grand-daughter 

of Helen & Bill Dettman from 

Crystal Lake. Annie was one 

of thousands of Canadian 

students who made the pil-

grimage to Vimy Ridge for the 

centennial of this famous  

WW I battle (The editor is 

jealous!) 
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PROPANE 

SERVICES 

 

WETT 

Certified 

 

        CHARLIE CAMERON   

Heating & Cooling 
Sales - Service - Installation - Inspection 
Oil, Propane & Gas Furnaces & Appliances 

Air Conditioning, Water Pumps, Etc. 
Excellent Prices on Double Bottom Oil Tanks 

            
(705) 928-0334    Coboconk, On 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  

Kinmount Gazette!  

 

ALPACA GOLD  

Fertilizer  

120 French Line, Kinmount 

ñVisit our alpacas while we  

bag alpaca beans for youò 

Dianne & Vic Spring 

705 - 488 - 3100 

    Evenings Only 

Annabelle Hydrangea:  Large, solid, Globular headsð

flowers freely from mid-Summer until frost. Flowers are 

produced on new wood.   

Prune in Spring. Hardy for Zone 2b Grows to height of 1.2 

meters.  Spread 1.2 meters.  

Plant in full Sun to Shade.      

Makes a wonderful gift that will bloom for years to come!   

A wonderful way to commemorate Canadaôs 150th too!                        

Kinmount Celebrates  

Canadaôs Birthday 
By planting 150 Hydrangea Bushes! 

 

The Kinmount Committee for  

Planning & Economic Development is pleased to offer  

Hydrangea Bushes for sale.  

For every bush purchased they will purchase a bush  

to plant in the community. 

COST PER BUSH  $20.00 Due on pick up 

Please place your order by May 10, 2017 
Delivery Date Saturday May 20th 

9 am to noon 

@ Kinmount Railway Station 

Call 705 488 2282 to place 

your order or  

Email:  ybrauer@bell.net 
Orders may also be placed at A 

Slice of the North  

Or through any KCPED member 

 SAT. AUG 12, 4 -  9 pm  
FREE SPACE FOR: Vendors 
Yard Sales & Community Groups 

Reserve at 705 488 2919 
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History of Canada:  The Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
was out of style; replaced by silk hats. 

American whiskey traders were creeping 

into Rupertôs Land from the south and caus-

ing problems. The HBC was not in the busi-

ness of ñgoverningò and was reluctant to 

challenge the American interlopers. Disor-

der proliferated across the Prairies; nobody 

was in control. The HBC was only too glad 

to turn over its holdings for some cash, 

25,000,000 acres of land and a monopoly 

over what was left of the fur trade. Canada 

was only too glad to expand on the way to 

realizing the dream of ñAd Mare Usque ad 

Mareò (from Sea to Sea: our motto).  

But Macdonald realized the acquisition 

would bring with it some duties. The first 

duty was to maintain law and order in the 

West. Two incidents emphasized the law-

lessness of the area. Indian wars culminated 

in a battle between the Blackfeet and the 

Cree near Calgary that left over 500 natives 

dead. The Cypress Hills Massacre saw 

American Whiskey Traders murder 30 Ca-

nadian Indians. And the infamous Fort 

Whoop Up was dispensing illegal whiskey 

and human misery in equal portions on 

Canadian soil. Something had to be done. 

The solution was the formation of a para-

military police force in 1873 for the sole 

purpose of maintaining order on the Prai-

ries. The force was called the NorthWest 

Mounted Police and a mere 300 mounted 

troopers were recruited to patrol the whole 

territory. Macdonald dressed his troopers 

in red coats to match the well-regarded 

British redcoats. To the confused natives, 

the colour scheme made the situation quite 

clear: red=good (Canadians), blue=bad 

In 1869, Sir John A Macdonald purchased 

Rupertôs Land from the Hudsonôs Bay Com-

pany. Rupertôs Land consisted of ñall the 

land draining into Hudsonôs Bayò. This 

turned out to be a huge area, eventually con-

sisting of over half the current land area of 

Canada! Included in the deal were all of 

Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, half of 

Ontario, Ĳ of Quebec and all of Nunavit. So 

pleased was the British Government they 

added the current Northwest and Yukon Ter-

ritories to the deal. The price of this magnifi-

cent real estate deal 300,000 pounds 

($1,500,000 Cdn). What a deal! The new 

Dominion of Canada acquired a vast area 

consisting of valuable farm land, massive 

forests and tons of every terrain imaginable. 

It would take many decades before Canada 

could actually explore and map this vast 

wilderness, let alone ñsettleò it. 

The Hudsonôs Bay Company was only too 

glad to give up its holdings. The fur trade 

was in decline as fur hats made of beaver felt 

(Americans). The NWMP paraded across 

the Prairies in the summer of 1874, head-

ed for Fort Whoop Up. The Mounties 

found the fort abandoned and the whiskey 

traders fled back across the border. The 

Mounties set about bringing peace and 

order to the ñwild westò and protecting 

the natives from the evils of white civili-

zation. And thus the legendary RCMP 

came into existence. 

The Mounties served many roles in the 

new country. They faced down American 

smugglers and guarded the border. They 

enforced Canadian law among all groups. 

They acted as legal officials when none 

had existed before. They assisted settlers, 

delivered mail, dispensed welfare to those 

in need, fought prairie fires, demonstrated 

farming techniques and generally (and 

genially) ñshowed the flagò in the new 

territories. The Mounties quickly devel-

oped a reputation for efficiency, compe-

tence and honesty. Laws were enforced 

equally among both newcomers and na-

tives. The RCMP won the respect of the 

natives, stopped the incessant fighting, 

suppressed the evil whiskey trade and 

helped the natives through difficult times 

in a changing world. The great Blackfoot 

chief Crowfoot described the Mounties as 

ñprotecting his people as feathers protect 

a birdò. Well said.  

The history of the Canadian West differed 

greatly with the history of the American 

West, and the RCMP deserve much of the 

credit. Canada had no ñIndian Warsò, gun

-slingers or ñwild westò image. After the 

Battle of Little Bighorn and the Custer 

Massacre, thousands of Sioux Indians fled 

to Canada to escape the avenging Ameri-

can bluecoats. Over 5,000 bluecoats 

chased the refugees to the Canadian bor-

der; two Mounties welcomed them to  

Continued on p. 14 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

The Northwest Mounted Police march 

west in 1873; the Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police Musical Ride 
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must have a satisfactory 

overall academic standing.  

Bursary Eligibility: Bursa-

ry applicants are eligible to 

apply for their first and sec-

ond year post secondary 

studies. Bursary applicants 

must have applied for and 

have been awarded OSAP 

funding. Bursary applicants 

must reside within a 15 km 

radius of Kinmount.  

Documents Required: 

Completed, signed Bursary 

Application within the spec-

ified deadline of May 31, 

2017. Proof of acceptance of 

OSAP (or equivalent provin-

cial funding program) will 

be required before the first 

installment will be paid to 

applicants. Applicant must 

be a resident within the 

15km radius of Kinmount, 

as evidenced by:  

1) a copy of your Driverôs  

License showing your  

current address or  

2) a copy of any other Gov-

ernment issued document 

showing your current ad-

dress.  

Applications available at 

Kinmount Pharmacy. 

Kinmount Educational Bursary 

The Kinmount Educational Bursary 

is available to residents of Kin-

mount and area to support post-

secondary educational programs 

(University, College, Trade Pro-

grams) in their first two years of 

study. Bursary applications are 

available for the 2017-2018 school 

year.  

Applicants must be enrolled in full-

time studies (at least a 60% course 

load, or 40% if you have a perma-

nent disability). Bursaries do not 

replace expected Government aid; 

applicants are expected to apply to 

the Ontario Student Assistance Pro-

gram (OSAP), (or another Prov-

inceôs government student assis-

tance program) to help meet educa-

tion related costs. Bursary decisions 

are made in conjunction with the 

assessed need under your Govern-

ment student assistance plan. If you 

have not already applied, OSAP 

applications are available on the 

Ministryôs website: http://

osap.gov.on.ca If you have not ap-

plied for Government financial 

assistance, your application will 

not be considered.  

Application Deadline: May 31, 

2017  

Academic Requirements:  

Accepted to a recognized post sec-

ondary institution (University, Col-

lege or Trade School). Candidates 

TURTLE WATCH IN EFFECT  

On their trip to Vimy Ridge, Fenelon Falls Secondary students 

witnessed that much of the land at Vimy Ridge is posted as a 

danger zone with no entry permitted. There are still numerous 

undetonated explosives. Before WW1 the landscape was flat.  
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May Day! May Day! Not, May 

Day, as in a distress call but as in 

Spring Celebrations! May Day is a 

public holiday usually celebrated 

on May 1st. It is an ancient spring 

festival! Celebrations include 

dancing, singing and cake! In To-

ronto on May 1st various Morris 

Dancing (ancient English tradition) 

Troops (something interesting 

about the Morris Dancers is they 

wear a number of bells on their 

pant legs, this is to wake up the 

earth in the spring) these dancers 

gather on the road by Grenadier 

Cafe in High Park and ñDance in 

the Mayò. The dancers and crowds 

gather together and sing May Day 

songs! I really like what they do in 

the United States. May Day bas-

kets are made. These are small 

baskets filled with treats or flowers 

and are left on someoneôs door-

step. The giver of the basket rings 

the bell and runs away! Geez, I use 

to call this nicky nicky nine doors 

and I didnôt leave a basket!! I think 

that I will make up a few baskets 

and ring a few door bells! What a 

great way to brighten someoneôs 

day! I challenge you to make a May 

Day basket and do the same! (Send 

in a photo to my email of your bas-

ket, of you ringing a door bell or be 

creative and take a photo of you 

running away!!) Oh yes, I almost 

forgot to tell you why May Day is 

my favourite day......because itôs 

MY special day! I am thankful to be 

another year older! Happy Birthday 

to all the May Day babies out there! 

I do believe that the May Day Bas-

kets are going to be my new favour-

ite thing about my birthdays! Happy 

Spring everyone!  

Something to Ponder by Susan Dier 

VOLUME 9 IS HERE!  
 
 

 

Thank you to our Volume 9 Patrons 

 Marjorie Paradis  Joe McGee 

 The Lemire Family   Mary Jane & Gerald Tyndale  

 Buck & Janice Thibideau The Harbinson Family 

 Anonymous   Bonnie Wilkins 

 The Pearson Family  Bruce and Debbie Peck  

 Marg Allen 

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  

on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 8  

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent? 

Are you interested in retailing your creations? 

KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE  
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre  

705-488-2938 
Check us out on Facebook!  

References Available 

Above: May Day Morris Dancers in 

High Park are now a Toronto tradi-

tion. Morris Dancers were first heard 

of in rural 15th century England.  

Left: May Day Baskets are a tradition 

in some parts of the United States.  
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Last monthôs Spot the Shot:  

Connor's Lake, on Dutch Line near 

Highway #121. 

 

 

Spot the Shot Recaptured  

705-488-2266 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 

Congratulations everyone - you 

made it to the merry month of May! 

Again I have received many notes 

about how much the inspirational 

quotes have been appreciated so I 

thought I would include some of my 

favourites about May! 

It's spring fever.... You don't quite 

know what it is you do want, but it 

just fairly makes your heart ache, 

you want it so! - Mark Twain 

Another May new buds and flowers 

shall bring: Ah! why has happiness 

no second Spring? - Charlotte Smith 

Be like a flower and turn your face 

to the sun. - Kahlil Gibran 

If you've never been thrilled to the 

very edges of your soul by a flower 

in spring bloom, maybe your soul 

has never been in 

bloom. - Audra Foveo 

Never yet was a spring-

time, when the buds forgot to 

bloom. - Margaret Elizabeth 

Sangster 

Spring is God's way of saying, 

'One more time!ô - Robert Orben 

Spring is an experience in immor-

tality. - Henry David Thoreau 

The world's favourite season is 

the spring. All things seem possi-

ble in May. - Edwin Way Teale 

You can cut all the flowers but 

you cannot keep spring from 

coming. - Pablo Neruda 

All the best from my Family to 

Yours as we head into the won-

ders of Spring! 

Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 

To the Editor: 

When we purchased the property at 

803 County Rd. 503, Kinmount we 

inherited the Worlds Smallest 

Bookstore. Although it seemed 

daunting at the time we found the 

Worlds Smallest Bookstore intri-

guing. Being avid readers, we decid-

ed to keep the bookstore open. Mary 

Jane is familiarizing  herself with 

Gordôs sorting skills. Previously 

enjoyed books always welcome! 

Although we havenôt had the pleas-

ure of meeting the previous own-

ers Gord and June Daniels, 

(please stop by anytime for a 

visit) we would like to thank 

them for presenting us with this 

unique opportunity. We love our 

new home, the beautiful property 

and the wonderful community of 

Kinmount and indeed the oppor-

tunity to carry on The Worlds 

Smallest Bookstore. Thank you 

so much.   

 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 
$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 

  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705 - 488 - 2282 or email: ybrauer@bell.net 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 8 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

Letter to the Editor  
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KINMOUNT HOUSE  
BED AND BREAKFAST  

6 Cluxton Street 

Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

(705) 488 -2421 or  
1-800 -511 -0211  

www.kinmounthouse.com      

healey_patrick@hotmail.com  

Providing Hospitality Since 1991 

Letter to the Editor - Vimy Ridge Trip  

 

 

 

LLOYDôS Driveway Sealing 
Driveway Sealing & Crack Repairs  

Small Parking Lots  
Kawartha Lakes & Surrounding Area  

Lloyd Heacock  

705 -879 -2619  

lloyd250yz@yahoo.com  

Open 7 A.M. - 2 P.M. 

Thursday - Monday 
3290 County Road # 121 Burnt River 

705-488-3233 

 

 
3rd Sunday  

Every Month  
At  

Kinmount Legion  

FFSS students listened 

to a frighteningly loud 

21 Gun Salute at the 

Vimy Ridge Memorial. 

Students also watched 

as Prince William & 

Prince Harry placed the 

final pair of combat 

boots representing those 

who died in the Battle of 

Vimy Ridge.  

To the Editor: 

It was my honour to attend the 100th 

Anniversary Ceremony of the Battle 

of Vimy Ridge in France. Along 

with thousands of fellow Canadians I 

was  privileged to experience this 

proud moment in Canadian history. 

It was a wonderful feeling and the 

memory is one that I look forward to 

sharing throughout my lifetime.  

Sincere thanks to Fenelon Falls Sec-

ondary School teachers Julie Roche-

leau and Scott Gignac who did such 

a marvellous job touring our group 

through the Netherlands, Belgium 

and France. It was an in depth, hands 

on learning experience beyond com-

pare. For me it was a trip of many 

ñfirstsò such as first time away from 

family, first time visiting another 

country and first time flying. 

Definitely a most valuable grow-

ing experience for which I will 

be forever grateful. 

Cameryn Shaw, Kinmount  

Editorôs Note: Jealous again! 

Cameryn is the grand-daughter 

of the Gazetteôs Lynne Kilby.  

Cameryn at Vimy 


