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local armouries, and the  

magnificent stone building 

still stands on Kent St.  

The militia network was hit 

and miss across Canada. The 

nearest unit to Kinmount was 

in Norland, but several Kin-

mount men did belong to the 

North Victoria company. They 

were part of the 45th Regiment. 

All members were volunteers, 

a tradition held dear in the 

British Empire. While Europe-

an countries had conscription 

(all men 18-45 were forced to 

join the militia),  

democratic-loving British  

subjects held sacred the  

volunteer creed. 

When war broke out in 1914, 

the militia were called to duty. 

Over 30,000 militiamen, the 

first wave of Canadaôs war 

effort, were gathered at Camp 

Valcartier near Quebec and  

defence. Militias were part-

time soldiers who trained a 

few nights a month and 

often attended ñsummer 

campò. Militia was actually 

soldiers ñon the cheapò 

because they were much 

less expensive than  

permanent soldiers.  

In 1914, the Minister of 

Defence (actually called the 

Minister of Militia!) was 

local MP Sir Sam Hughes. 

He was a great believer in 

the values of the militia. 

The abrasive Sir Sam even 

believed the volunteer mili-

tia to be superior to regular 

soldiers. Sir Sam moved to 

strengthen the militia and 

one of his policies was the 

construction of armouries 

buildings for training in the 

main towns across Canada. 

Lindsay was the site of our 

Remembrance Day is an op-

portunity for all Canadians to 

reflect on our military herit-

age. On the 11th hour of the 

11th day of the 11th month 

1918, the Great War officially 

came to an end. The title 

World War I was not coined 

until after World War II: who 

knew in 1918 there would be a 

second great war! The war 

was a huge turning point in 

the history of the world,  

Canada and even the small  

community of Kinmount.  

Prior to the outbreak of war in 

August 1914, Canada did not 

have a very large armed forc-

es. Only a few thousand men 

were part of the Canadian 

regular armed forces,  

stationed mostly in a few key 

bases such as Halifax &  

Kingston. The nation was  

dependent on the militia for its 
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Kinmountôs First Annual Calendar  
showcases scheduled events                             

so you can make plans to attend!  

 
Thanks to our advertisers                           

for being part of this launch.  

 

To All,  

Have a Great Year! 
 

Available around town while supplies last!  

Perfect for gift giving or personal use. 

Price $5.00 

 

For Mail Orders                                               

or to submit photos for future calendars                 

contact  Yvette from The Gazette at  

705-488-2282 

The Kinmount Calendar is sponsored by the Kinmount Committee for Planning & Economic Development 

continued on page 8 



Carnarvon is a famous castle in 

Wales. The castle was built by 

King Edward I to pacify the 

newly conquered Welsh. After 

many rebellions, the frustrated 

King called the Welsh together 

at Carnarvon and demanded 

what they wanted to stop the 

rebellions. They replied a ruler 

of their own. Edward offered 

to appoint a ruler who had nev-

er lived a day in England and 

could not speak a word of Eng-

lish. The grumbling Welsh 

agreed to accept such a ruler as 

their prince. Thereupon the 

clever King produced his  

new-born son and made him 

the Prince of Wales. Since that 

day at Carnarvon Castle, each 

first-born son of the King (or 

Queen) of England bears the 

title Prince of Wales. 

The southern Stanhope  

Township area looked to  

Carnarvon is a cross-roads 

community where the modern 

Highway #35 meets the 

Vankoughnet Road (Highway 

#118). Its busy intersection is 

a bustling centre for the local 

tourist trade. It was not  

always thus. The first  

settlement in the area was 

Petersonôs Corners, at the 

place where the Peterson Col-

onization Road met the Bob-

caygeon Colonization Road, 

approximately 4 miles west of 

present day  

Carnarvon. The Peterson 

Road was abandoned by the 

1880s and the stretch of the 

Bobcaygeon Road north to 

Dorset was abandoned after 

Highway #35 was built in the 

1930s. Petersonôs Corners 

became a ghost town, and the 

centre for the area moved to 

Carnarvon.  
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Carnarvon as its shopping 

centre. A lot of traffic, both 

human and timber, passed 

down the Gull River system 

through Carnarvon. In the 

early days, it was easier to 

boat to Minden that take the 

Roads. A prominent local 

settler named Thomas Mason 

promised his wife a new  

cupboard for Christmas. The 

nearest source was at Fenelon 

Falls: 63 miles by 

water from Bosh-

kung Lake. Mason 

went by punt to 

Fenelon Falls, 

(Sideboards didnôt  

fit well in a canoe!) 

and carried his 

cargo over 18  

portages back up 

the Gull River! 

Now thatôs  

dedication! 

Kinmount Gazette 

Friends and Neighbours:  Carnarvon 

Welcome to our new feature 

for Volume 4 of the Gazette.  

Interesting Places will focus 

on interesting places that  

exist in our area.   

Do you have an interesting 

place that we should highlight 

for our readers?  Submit your 

ideas to the Gazette.GS 

No, this photo was not taken 

from the pages of 

an English  

history book! 

This olde-English 

style stone 

church is argua-

bly the most 

beautiful Church 

in  

Haliburton Coun-

ty. In a land of 

wood  

buildings, a goth-

ic-style stone 

church of this 

workmanship is 

very rare. Of 

course there is a 

story behind the 

church. John 

Billings was an 

English stonema-

son who  

immigrated to the area in the 

late 1800s. He was a true  

perfectionist as a stonemason, 

trained in the classical  

English style. He was  

Interesting Places:  St. Peterôs Anglican Church 

Carnarvon quickly grew into 

a local shopping  

centre & lumbering town. 

It featured the prerequisite 

school, churches, a few 

stores, an inn, blacksmith  

and of course a small  

sawmill.  

The arrival of Highway 35 

boosted the local economy 

and made the village a tourist 

destination.  

originally employed on  

several large projects in  

Toronto where his skill drew 

rave reviews.. However, his 

wife was advised to seek 

higher ground for her health 

issues & John Billings, master 

mason ended up in the wilds 

of Stanhope Township.  

Billings built several local 

structure, but his pride & joy 

was St Peterôs Anglican 

Church. Billings model begun 

in 1901, replaced an earlier 

wooden church. It was built 

almost entirely by local,  

donated labour. Billings  

refused to be rushed, and after 

5 years the fine stone church 

was officially dedicated. To-

day it is almost a tourist  

attraction: so ornate and 

graceful does it sit on the 

shores of Maple Lake. It is 

nick-named the ñBrides 

Churchò for the many wed-

dings that grace the ornate 

church. 



As these months approach,  

everyone is getting busy  

preparing for Christmas.  There 

are so many books available to 

help with your preparation.  

Some of my favorites are:  Betty 

Crocker Christmas Cookbook, a 

Greener Christmas, Chicken 

Soup for the Soul Christmas 

Cheer, Ruth & Skitch Hender-

sonôs Christmas in the Country, 

and Christmas Miracles.  Santa 

Duck, A Magical Christmas, and 

Hurry! Hurry! Have You Heard? 

are great childrenôs books.  You 

can search on-line for our full 

collection of fiction and non-

fiction books for Christmas.  

www.city.kawarthalakes.on.ca 

For the month of December, I 

will be focusing on making 

Christmas crafts with the  

children for Kidz Corner which 

is Thursdays @ 5:45.   

Story-time will continue on 

Tuesdays @ 11:15.  Please call 

705 488-3199 to register.   

On Saturday, December 3rd, you 

can stop in for coffee and treats 

to celebrate Christmas in the 

Village.  The children will  

enjoy óChristmas around the 

worldô activities. 

 

See you at your Library 

Mary Ann Dobsi 

City of Kawartha Lakes 

Public Library 

Kinmount Gazette 
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The Library Link  

 

Public Transit  

Kinmount to Lindsay 
Monday November 7 & Monday November 21 

Departs from Kinmount Library @ 8 AM 

Another sign of Fall is the  

behaviour of certain trees that 

shed their leaves and /or fruits. 

One these the fruit shedding 

variety is the Black Walnut. 

Black Walnut trees are not  

native to the Kinmount area  

due to its colder winters. But 

two planted trees can be found 

in the village. They can be  

identified by the profusion of 

round green fruits that cover the 

ground. These are slightly  

deceiving, not our image of the 

regular walnut shell. They  

resemble green apples, and must 

be peeled to uncover the still 

wet fruit inside.  

The Black Walnut trees only 

grow on the best soil. In south-

ern Ontario, the earliest pio-

neers looked for Walnut trees as 

indicators of good soil. A fa-

mous book on the early history 

of Upper Canada was titled : 

The Trail of the Black Walnut. 

Do you know where the black 

walnut trees are in Kinmount? 

 

A Kinmount Walnut compared 

to a Californian Walnut. 

The Trail of the Black Walnut 

6 Hunter Street, PO Box 256 

Kinmount, On, K0M 2A0 

www.quiltersinn.net 
 

Studio 705-887-8499 
Residence 705-488-1312 
E-mail: quiltagrafix@gmail.com 

The Quilters Inn                Barb Leffering 

Longarm Machine Quilting              Quilting Retreats 

Classes                                                        Notions 

Fabric over 1200 bolts, wide backing, childrenõs fabric, panels, blenders & more 

Open Saturday, Sunday and most afternoons  

Please call to confirm weekly hours 

 

http://www.city.kawarthalakes.on.ca/
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Myth Busters:  Local Duck Hunting Dog Rises to Fame 

Kinmount Artisans  Marketplace  
Local Fine Art, Handcrafts, Gifts & Antiques  

Local History Books  & Souvenirs  
Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre  

         County Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

 

Open Fri., Sat., Sun. 10 AM - 4 PM 

SHOP TAX FREE! 

A local resident recently re-

leased this photo of their family 

pet, an 8 year old retriever/lab 

mix named Jimmy S.  Jimmy S. 

has climbed to international 

fame in duck hunting circles for 

his prowess during the hunt.  In 

the photo above, Jimmy S. is 

shown proudly wearing his 

blaze orange vest that his own-

ers had specially made by an 

American company, Cowbel-

lows.  The rifle is also a spe-

ciality product which was 

created to overcome the strug-

gles Jimmy S.  experiences 

not having the traditional fine 

motor skills in his paws that 

his fellow human hunters 

have.  Recently, Jimmy S. 

has filmed a pilot for a new 

series for WILD TV, called 

Jimmy S.:  Wilderness Calls.  

In a press release for the new 

program, producers have re-

leased some of the locations 

that  will be highlighted to 

demonstrate to hunters the  

tricks of the hunt. Wetlands in 

the Haliburton Highlands, 

City of Kawartha Lakes, Mus-

koka and the Ottawa Valley 

are the back-drop for the first 

episode which sees Jimmy S. 

setting up his duck blind 

along with his partner and 

owner, J. Smyth.  Throughout 

the episode, Jimmy S. amaz-

ingly and independently 

moves through the steps of a 

master duck hunter.  A voice 

over is used to describe the 

steps to the viewer.  Viewers 

will  

recognize the deep tones of 

the voice over as Canadaôs 

very own Tommy Lewis, who 

has become a household name 

through his work on the Shop-

ping Channel.  Executives at 

WILD TV are currently in 

discussions with Jimmy Sôs 

people  to determine the 

launch date of the new pro-

gram.  When asked how they 

feel about having a star in 

their home to take care of, the 

Smyths replied, ñHeôs just 

Jimmy S. to us.  He can set up 

a blind but he still waits for us 

to put his food and water on 

the table!ò   

Do You Live Out-of-Town? 

Subscribe to our mail service and have  

The Kinmount Gazette delivered to your door. 

 

Please contact Yvette Brauer at 705-488-2282 

or email hgbrauer@sympatico.ca 

 

Gazette Collector Sets 

Volume 1, Issues 1 - 16  $20.00  

Volume 2, Issues 1 - 11  $15.00 

Available at Gateway General Store & Cafe  

& Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

Sunday Morning  
Kids Club  

9 amñ10 am 
St. James Anglican 

Church  



Tales of Two Kinmount Veterans Killed in Action 
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Gunner - John McGrath  
 

John McGrath 

and his family 

lived in  

K i n m o u n t , 

Ontario. In 

1939 John 

joined the army 

along with his 

older brothers 

Ted and Reg.  

John joined the 

45th Division of 

the army and after a brief training was sent 

overseas.  On July 24th, 1944 John 

McGrath was killed in action in Caen.  

John was the first from Kinmount to join 

the army and he was youngest from  

Kinmount to be killed in action. 

In 1946, following the end of WWII, a 

group of veterans got together to make 

plans to form a new Branch of the (British 

Empire Service League) in Kinmount.  

Permission was granted from John 

McGrathôs parents to name the branch in 

Johnôs name. 

Over the years, the memory of John 

McGrath thas been honoured through sto-

ries and pictures made available by mem-

bers of John McGrathôs family; friends and 

Legion members.   These pictures and  

stories are proudly displayed on the wall 

between the clubroom and quiet room of 

John McGrath Branch 441, Royal Canadian 

Legion, Kinmount. 

 

Reg McGrath, brother of John McGrath is 

the last charter member of John McGrath 

Branch 441 Royal Canadian Legion Kin-

mount.  Although Reg and his family reside 

in another region in Ontario, they still keep 

in touch with and visit Kinmount Legion, 

Branch 441.  In fact they attended Branch 

441ôs 65th Anniversary Celebrations. 

Thank you to our 

Volume 4 Patrons 

 

Bonnie Smith 

 

Would You Like to be a  Patron? 

 
To support the Kinmount Gazette  

Volume 4 as a patron,  

please send your donation to: 

Kinmount Gazette,  

Advertising & Finance,  

c/o Yvette Brauer,  

P.O. Box 17,  

Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

 

Email:  hgbrauer@sympatico.ca 

Telephone : 705-488-2282 

Thomas Steenson 
 

Thomas 

(Tommy 

Steenson) was 

born on No-

vember 4, 

1896 and in 

June of 1914 

came to  

Canada from 

County Mona-

ghan, Cor-

raghmaxwell, 

Glasslough, 

Ireland. His parents, Samuel and Sa-

rah Steenson, raised four sons, all of 

whom paid the supreme sacrifice dur-

ing World War I.  Tommyôs sister, 

Margaret (my Aunt Maggie), had pre-

viously come to  

Canada, and married my maternal 

grandfatherôs brother, John Switzer 

(my Great Uncle Johnnie at St.  

Andrews Anglican Church Todmor-

don.   On January 4, 1916 at the age of 

19 years, 2 months, Tommy Steenson 

signed up with the 109th overseas  

battalion, Canadian Overseas Expedi-

tionary Force, D Company.  Following 

basic training he was sent to England.   

He was granted a short leave to visit 

his home in Ireland and then left for 

France where for 11 months he was 

engaged in the battle of Vimy Ridge.  

After being hospitalized for a knee 

injury he returned to his battalion 

where they were heavily engaged in 

the Lens battle.  On August 15, 1917 

Thomas Steenson was killed in action.  

Note:  Author Ted Thomson is related 

by marriage to Thomas Steenson.  

Thomas Steenson ós nieces with Ted 

Thomson at Kinmount Legion Branch 

Reg McGrath & RCL Branch 441 President 

Marylou Ferguson cut the anniversary cake. 
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Of all the symbols of Fall, the 

pumpkin is one of the most 

common. It fits in with every-

thing from harvest, to decoraion 

to Halloween. No Fall  

display would be complete 

without a pumpkin. Its bright 

orange colour is a tradition of 

the season. The pumpkin is ac-

tually a member of the squash 

family (which includes gourds), 

and in Australia the term pump-

kin is used to describe any  

winter squash. 

The pumpkin originated in 

North America and was part of 

the ñ3 Sistersò of native agricul-

ture: corn, beans & squash. Eu-

ropeans quickly adapted the 

squash-pumpkin family, which 

was a prolific producer of food 

that was fairly easily stored for 

winter. Gradually pumpkins 

spread around the world and 

were often used in foreign dish-

es as a sauce.  

In Canada, the pumpkin has had 

a limited use in everyday cook-

ing. The biggest use by far is 

pumpkin pies, a traditional fall 

staple. The sweeter squash is 

more popular as a table dish. 

Early pioneers also used the 

pumpkin as a livestock feed, 

especially important in the early 

winter.  But pumpkins have also 

gained popularity as a decora-

tion representing Fall. Original-

ly they were used as Jack Oô 

Lanterns for Halloween where a 

ñcarvedò pumpkin sym-

bolized a participant in 

the ritual of candy giv-

ing. Lately the noble 

pumpkin is also exten-

sively used as a centre 

piece of larger Thanks-

giving displays, along 

with corn, hay, squash, 

gourds, leaves, etc. 

  But one of more recent side-

lines of pumpkin culture has 

been the giant pumpkin growing 

competitions. The whole con-

cept actually was started by 

Howard Dill, a Nova Scotia 

gardener who began to grow the 

giant pumpkins unknown to 

most gardeners. In fact, all the 

giant pumpkins today are de-

scended from Dillôs pumpkins. 

The whole idea is to grow the 

heaviest pumpkin (actually 

Dillôs Giants were true mem-

bers of the squash family!) and 

win the prize; be it at a Fair or 

the World Pumpkin Champion-

ship. By 1994 the world cham-

pion had exceeded 1,000 lbs, 

and today the record holder is a 

1,810 lb behemoth  

The giant pumpkin contest even 

has a local page. In 2008, Phil 

Hunt from Cameron won the 

2008 Canadian biggest pumpkin 

contest with a 1,678 lb monster. 

The local pumpkin weigh-off is 

held every year at the Port Elgin 

Pumpkin Feat.  Every year a 

huge pumpkin graces the family 

lawn on highway 35 just south 

of Cameron. And this yearôs 

winner? Still too early yet! Stay 

tuned! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Royal Canadian Legion 

John McGrath  

Branch 441 

Kinmount, Ontario  

705-488-3462 

 

 

An Affectionate History of the Pumpkin 

Available 

Home Cooked Frozen Single Portion Meals   

&  

 Baked Goods (Pre ordered) 

call for more information 

 

Gateway General Store  

& Cafe 

Mon -   Fri 6:30 am -  9 pm  

Sat. 8 am  -  9 pm  

Sun. 8 am -  8 pm   

705-488-1101 

FOR THE HUNTERS  

 Apparel 

Ammunition 

Baffin Boots 

FOR LADIES & CHILDREN 

 Alpaca Scarves 

Lama Sweaters 

Hats, Gloves,  

Leg Warmers, Socks, 

Childrenôs  Hats & Mitts 

1 Piece P.J.ôs for Adults & children 

 NOW IN!  
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Kinmount Pharmacy 
We are committed to your health 

 
Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family 

Have your prescriptions filled with us! 
To serve you better we are now located at the Medical Centre 

 
We provide  Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations  

   Free Medication Review & Delivery 
 

Hours are:     Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm 
         Thurs.  9 am to 8 pm 

     Fri. 9 am to 5 pm 

 

        T. 705-488-1960               F. 705-488-1959 

                    

Last monthôs Spot the Shot was 

taken of the Old Bobcaygeon 

Road just north of the junction 

of County Road 49 and County 

Road 121. 
Dianne Spring  

Broker of Record/Owner 
dspring@sympatico.ca 

www.diannespring.com 

Vic Spring 

 Spot the Shot Recaptured 

Shields Home Hardware 

6663 Hwy 35, Coboconk 

                                705-454-3342 

 

 

Paul and Marie South ï 

Dealer/Owners 

Your local suppliers of 

Hardware, Lumber, Paint 

Supplies, Camping Sup-

plies, Water, Gifts,  

House wares and 

much more. 

Page 7 

New Installations or Renovations 

Mansfield Plumbing  

Commercial, Residential, Cottages 

Rick Mansfield, Licensed Plumber  
Complete systems from in-coming water to 

 out-going waste! 
16 Highland Gate Blvd. 

Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0 
 

705-286-1126 or 705-286-1340 

To the Editor, 

I've read almost all back issues of the Gazette online.  

An amazing effort and congrats to all contributors. 

 

Bruce Boswell 

Letter to the Editor  
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sent overseas at the Canadian  

Expeditionary Force (CEF). The 45th 

regiment from Lindsay was among this 

contingent. 

Phase two involved calling for  

thousands of volunteers to join the new 

Canadian Army. Many local lads rushed 

forth to serve their country. But by 

1915, recruiting was drying up. The 

CEF was now on active duty on the 

Western Front and the casualty roll was 

growing. More recruits were needed, so 

Sir Sam organized a recruiting drive 

called the ñbuddies & chums  

battalionsò. A battalion normally  

consisted of 1,000 men and was the 

basic organizational unit for all the  

armies. Communities and organizations 

across Canada were ñchallengedò to 

recruit a battalion from their area for the 

war effort. There were obviously county 

& town battalions, but also units of  

firemen, sportsmen, ethnic groups such 

as the Highland & Irish battalions, etc, 

etc. The policy was actually a clever 

move by the government to have other 

community groups do the difficult task 

of recruiting for them. 

Victoria & Haliburton Counties, the 

home of Sir Sam Hughes, were  

naturally part of this scheme. Sir Sam 

challenged the small communities in his 

riding to recruit the 109th battalion: nick

-named Sir Samôs Own. Each small 

community was assigned a platoon (36 

men) for the battalion.  A big recruiting 

drive was held, including a stop at the 

Kinmount Forresters Hall in November 

1915 where Sir Sam (a famous & fiery 

speaker) brought the house down and 

the Great War progressed, the Canadian 

volunteers amassed a reputation among 

the enemy forces as ñstorm-troopersò: 

the elite force that led the battle.  

Wherever the Canadian Corps 

(comprising 4 divisions) went on the 

Western Front, a big assault was sure to 

happen. At a meeting of the Allied Gen-

erals in 1918, it was unanimously voted 

the Canadians were the best soldiers in 

the Allied Army. Vimy Ridge cemented 

that reputation and the last months of 

the war enhanced it. The 100 Days Bat-

tle was a term coined for the last days of 

the war leading up to the armistice, 

when the war truly came to an end. The 

Canadian Corps were the lead unit, 

slowly  

crushing the German Army while the 

rest of the Allies watched. The CEF 

travelled 103 miles during this  

underappreciated battle and was unstop-

pable. As a  

reward, the Canadian Corps was given 

the honour of being the first Allied 

force to enter Germany after the war. 

The 2nd Division marched proudly into  

Germany and included in its ranks were 

the survivors from the Kinmount  

Platoon of the old 109th.  

Every Remembrance Day, Kinmount 

residents gather in front of the cenotaph 

and take a few minutes to pay tribute to 

those who didnôt come home: whose 

final resting place is far overseas. But 

we also remember those who did  

survive and silently give thanks that 

through their efforts and sacrifices, 

Canada is still a free, democratic  

country, and hopefully, the world is a 

bit better place.  

The Great War and Kinmount, cont. from p. 1 

the platoon up to strength!  In the winter 

of 1915-1916, the Kinmount Platoon 

barracked and trained in the Forresters 

Hall. The upstairs of the now  

Community Centre was the barracks, 

while the basement (now the Artisanôs 

Marketplace) was turned into a rifle 

range! Private Wallace Scott, the  

authorôs grandfather, spent the winter 

living in the Hall, despite the fact he 

lived just 3 doors down the street! 

In the spring of 1916, the Kinmount 

Platoon posed for their famous group 

photo outside the Forresters Hall, 

boarded the train and went to Camp 

Borden (near Barrie) for further  

training. From there, the 109th Overseas 

Battalion, CEF, was sent to England. 

Unfortunately for the 109th, in England 

they were ñbroken upò and the local 

boys dispersed as replacements among 

several of the existing battalions. Pvt 

Scott and other Kinmount lads ended up 

with the 21st (Eastern Ontario)  

Battalion. By this time, the original  

militia units were almost wiped out by 

the horrendous casualties suffered  

during the first 2 years of the war. 

The local lads participated in many  

battles including Vimy Ridge,  

Passchendale and the 100 Days Battle. 

Casualties were high, as the cenotaph 

attests, and that doesnôt include the 

wounded. Pvt Scott was severely 

wounded at Vimy Ridge, spent most of 

a year in rehab and was wounded again 

during the 100 Days Battle. The  

survivors were shipped back to Canada 

in 1919. 

But what a story they left behind! As 

 

ñMake Your Own Quality Wineò 

87 Bobcaygeon Rd., Box 654 

Minden, ON  K0M 2K0 

(705) 286-1642 
minden-winestore@hotmail.com 

Downtown Minden, beside  C I B C 

 

Kinmount   

Agricultural  

Society  

 

Kinmount Country Jamboree 
June 21 -  June 24,  2012 
 
 

Kinmount Fair 
August 31  -  September 2, 2012 
 

 

www.kinmountfair.net 
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Kidsô Corner 

Only Kids Allowed Christmas Sale - 9:30 a.m. ï noon November 26th at St. James Anglican Church.  All gifts .50 cents. 

Sunday Morning Kids Club - 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. at St. James Anglican Church. 

 

Fire Safety Quiz 

1.  What kind of animal is Sparky?  

 a) dog     b)  cat     c)  fish     d)  bird 

2.  What is Sparkyôs job?   

 a) bus driver   b) mail carrier   c)  fire dog   d)  police dog 

3.  What color is Sparkyôs coat?   

 a)  green    b)  orange     c)  purple     d)  yellow 

4.  What is something that gets really hot?   

 a)  sink    b)  couch    c)  table    d)  stove 

5.  What is something that can burn?  

 a)  wood     b)  water     c)  dirt     d)  air 

6.  What could start a fire?   

 a) a ball    b)  a match    c)  a bike    d)  a smoke alarm 

7.  What is NOT a safety tip?   

a)  donôt put too many plugs into an outlet      

b)  ask a grown-up  to blow out candles before leaving a room     

 c)  walk your dog every day     

 d)  keep space heaters away from things that can burn 

8.  What should kids remind grown-ups to do when cooking?    

a)  make extra for the dog  b)  set the table    

c)  stay in the kitchen         d) watch TV 

9.  Why do you need to practice your escape plan?  

a)  because it is fun     b)  so you know what to do in case of fire 

c)  so you get more exercise     d)  because it prevents fires 

10. What does Sparky want you to do?   

 a)  prevent home fires    b) be smart and safe     

 c)  practice your escape plan     d) all of the above 

Children having fun at Harvest  

Homecoming 

  a,c,d,d,a,b,c,c,b,d 

Answers to Fire Safety Quiz 
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Nothing grips a community with  

sadness & dread more than a missing 

child. Sometimes the saga ends happily, 

other times in sadness. Being in a re-

mote rural part of Ontario, ñlost in the 

bushò was a common feature of Kin-

mount life. On October 19, 1933 a 

young child missing in the bush turned 

into a local tragedy. Bobbie Jackson 2 

½ years old, of Ewan (on the Galway 

Road) became lost in the bush. The  

following are two stories written about 

the incident. The first is by a neighbour 

and playmate of Bobbie, Ted Thomson 

of White Lake. 

 

ñAmy & Ellsworth Jackson had a son, 

Bobbie, born in April; 1931, being 3 

years younger than I. As we were  

frequent visitors at each others homes, I 

can recall him as an early playmate.. I 

have photos of him, and he was an  

angelic looking child. 

On October 19, 1933, Bobbie was  

playing somewhere in the vicinity of the 

house. His father Ellsworth, left to do 

some work in neighbouring fields, and 

did not realize that Bobbie had attempt-

ed to follow him. When his Aunts Ma-

ria & Maude, noticed that he was not 

around, they assumed his father had 

taken him with him. His father, unaware 

that Bobbie had followed him, assumed 

he was at home where ha had last seen 

him. A few hours later, when Ellsworth 

returned, it was discovered that Bobbie 

had not been with his father, and he was 

not around the house. 

As the day progressed, the weather 

turned rainy, windy and cold- the alarm 

spread quickly and as it grew dark, a 

search party was organized by neigh-

bour to neighbour contact (there were 

no telephones). Word spread to Kin-

mount and beyond as the terrible night 

progressed. I recall the neighbour wom-

en and children gathering at Grandma 

and Grandpa Switzerôs to provide mutu-

al support, while the men left to join in 

the search. They  

searched through that awful night to no 

avail, and at first light were joined by  

searchers from far & wide. I vividly 

recall the images in my 5 year old mind 

of my playmate being lost in the woods. 

Early in the afternoon of the following 

day Bobbie was found, face down, in 

the muddy area around the shore of a 

little lake or pond within a ½ mile of  

his home. This was not only a terrible 

event for his parents and family, but  

to the community far and wide. 

His funeral was held from his home on 

Oct 20, 1933, and I vividly recall that 

day as it was the first funeral I attended, 

and the first time seeing a dead body.  

I could not grasp the fact that it was  

Bobbie, and that he was not alive.  

Bobbie was buried in the Kinmount 

cemetery in the newer section.ò 

Little Boy Lost:  The Bobby Jackson Story 
 

And finally an adultôs view of the  

tragedy from the diary of Rev Malcolm 

Lehigh of the Kinmount United Church. 

ñAbout 8 oôclock my wife and I went 

down to the Doctorôs, and his wife told 

us that the Doctor had gone with some 

men to help search for the little Jackson 

boy. I rushed down the street and orga-

nized 3 carloads which I joined, and we 

started for Mr. Jacksonôs, about 8 miles. 

The roads were wet and slippery. We 

arrived and joined the party being  

organized to set out. We carried lanterns 

and searched every foot of ground,  

especially under the low hanging 

branches where he might crawl for shel-

ter from the cold wind and rain. All 

night we walked up and down, across 

and back, searching, but there was no 

sign of the boy. About 4 oôclock we 

went to the house for a cup of coffee. 

Our clothes were soaked through and 

through. I was about to go out again, 

but they persuaded me to take off my 

wet clothes to dry and go to bed for a 

while. I did not sleep because I would 

imagine I heard the little boyôs calls for 

help.   About 10:00 am he was found 

only about 300 yards from the house, 

but in a different direction from where 

we had been searching. The Doctor was 

there and found he had been dead for 

some time. I was asked to conduct the 

funeral service at the house with the 

Rev Pelletier (the Anglican Minister)  

assisting. It was a sad and painful duty. 

Clockwise from top left:   

Brenda Simpson is pleased with her yard sale 

purchase,  

Chicken Poop Bingo,  

Pancake Breakfast,   

Pie Tasting, 

Calendar Purchase. 

 

Harvest Homecoming 


