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McCrae House 

The McCrae House, located in 
Guelph, Ontario, is the birthplace 
of John McCrae (1872-1918), doc-
tor, soldier and author of ñIn Flan-
ders Fields.ò (poem page 9) 
The house is a museum and a Na-
tional Historic Site and is designated 
under the Ontario Heritage Act with 
a plaque and small monument. 
Among other things, John McCrae 
was credited with establishing the 
red poppy as a symbol of remem-
brance. Red poppies grow wild in north-
ern France. They are like goldenrod here 
in Ontario.  
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Friends and Neighbours: Madoc 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Community Volunteer Management Board 

built to service communities in North 
Hastings, it was only natural Madoc 
would be a key station on the line.  
Over the years, the mining industry de-
clined. But that was not the end of pros-
perity for Madoc. It still was a transporta-
tion hub, further solidified by the arrival 
of Highway #7 to go with Highway #62 
and the Central Ontario Railway. Lum-
bering may have declined, but the agri-
cultural sector still boomed, especially 
with the growth of dairying and the 
cheese industry. Large cheese factories at 
Eldorado and Ivanhoe lasted into the 
Twenty-first century! And tourism also 
expanded around the local lakes and the 
proximity to the Trent Canal.  
The prosperity of the village of Madoc 
was reflected in the opulence of its main 
street. Towering blocks of brick buildings 
lined the street offering services to 
the surrounding villages and Madoc 
became a flourishing town of sever-
al thousands. The Victorian main 
street still exists today, surviving 
the hands of time and fire unlike so 
many other main streets. Highway 
#7 has bypassed the town, but any-
one travelling Highway #62 south 
to Belleville still passes through 
historic Madoc.  

Madoc is a township and village in Has-
tings County just on the edge of the Cana-
dian Shield, 3 townships back from Lake 
Ontario. The first settler, Donald Mac-
Kenzie, built a sawmill in 1832 to exploit 
the local forests. The settlement was 
called MacKenzieôs Mills originally. Has-
tings was a name briefly adopted, but 
when a post office was opened in 1836, it 
was named Madoc. In Welsh folklore, 
Madoc was a famous prince whose father 
Owain Gwynedd ruled in medieval 
Wales. Madoc was so depressed by fami-
ly in-fighting, he sailed to North America 
(circa 1170) and founded a colony of 
Welsh immigrants, or so the story goes. 
Many historians since have speculated 
about finding a tribe of ñWelsh Indiansò 
at various places in the USA. A ton of 
speculation has been published over the 
years on this subject. The township was 
named after the legendary prince. 
The hamlet grew in the mid-1800s, at-
tracting settlers and lumbermen until 
1854 when it became a starting point for 
the Hastings Colonization Road. From 
that day on, all the traffic for Bancroft 
and Northern Hastings County was fun-
nelled through Madoc, and still is today 
via Highway #62.  
In the 1860s a mining boom struck Has-
tings County and various mines dotted 
Madoc Township and surrounding area. 
These included Eldorado (gold), Marmora 
(iron), Talc (Madoc), Deloro (gold, silver, 
arsenic), Queensboro, Cordova Mines, 
Malone (gold) and Madoc (fluorite) plus 
other smaller centres almost too many to 
be listed here! Further operations were in 
North Hastings at Coe Hill, Bessemer and 
beyond. It looked Hastings County was to 
be the mining capital of Ontario! 
When the Central Ontario Railway was 

Clockwise from top: Main Street Madoc, circa 1900, 1930, and 
today; OôHara Mill 
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Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

 

Fiction and fantasy and romance, 
oh my! Did you know? There are 
17 different book categories to 
chose from in our extensive cata-
logue. Thatôs a lot of reading ma-
terial waiting to be discovered. 
Check out our newsletter by 
searching ónewsletterô on our 
website: kawarthalakeslibrary.ca.  
We also have a quarterly newslet-
ter with everything from programs 
and services to new resources or 
material, and every bit of library 
news in between. Less than six 
emails a year will be sent. News-
letters are sent in spring, summer, 
fall and winter. Here's an exam-
ple of information sent when 
you choose to be updated on a 
specific category. This is from 
our recent Biography and Mem-
oir, sent monthly.  
Unbound: My Story of Libera-
tion and the Birth of the Me Too 
Movement  
by Tarana Burke  
What it is: activist and Me Too 

founder Tarana Burke's em-
powering debut memoir 
chronicling her commitment 
to social advocacy. 
Don't miss: Burke's candid 
reflections on seeing her work 
co-opted by social media 
campaigns that initially failed 
to credit her. 
Further reading: Believing: 
Our Thirty-Year Journey to 
End Gender Violence by 
Anita Hill. 
Place a hold on a book (or 
multiple books!) online, in 
branch or give me a call. 
See you at the library. 
Kinmount Library 
Tues & Thurs 10 am to 4 pm 
Wed 3 pm to 7 pm 
Sat 10 am to 2 pm 
705-488-3199 
www.kawarthalakeslibrary.ca 

 

KINMOUNT DOWNTOWN PHARMACY  
4084 COUNTY RD #121 

KINMOUNT, ONTARIO K0M 2A0 

PHONE:  705-488-1923 
FAX:        705-488-1943 

PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES 
MEDICATION REVIEWS 
BLISTER PACKAGING 
GENERAL SERVICES 

20% SENIOR DISCOUNT EVERY  
TUESDAY & THURSDAY 
$ 2.00 ODB CO-PAY WAIVED 
FREE DELIVERY WITHIN  
KINMOUNT & TRENT LAKES 

STORE HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 9:00 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. 

z ¢¦v2 ·ˊ-Zfz82 

z¦`2 ·ˊ -Zfz82  

 

SATURDAY December 11, 2021 
 1 - 2:30 pm at Austin Sawmill Park 
A fun event from Lions & Santa for Kids 12 & under 
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St. Peterôs Anglican Church at Maple Lake 

In Pioneer Communities, the local set-
tlers took great pride in their communi-
ty buildings. The most common build-
ings were churches and schoolhouses. 
The earliest versions of these buildings 
were often primitive log buildings, but 
as soon as the new community could 
become established, they created more 
ornate versions.  
A great example of this pride of place 
is St Peterôs Anglican Church at Maple 
Lake in Stanhope Township, Halibur-
ton County. The Maple Lake commu-
nity straggled along the old Peterson 
Road (now Highway #118) between 
Carnarvon and West Guilford. It was 
separated by a series of Lakes: Beech, 
Maple, Grass and Pine which emptied 
in Boskung Lake. It did not have a 
ñdowntown coreò or main street, but It 
did have a couple of general stores, 
two school sections and two churches. 

And the crowning structure of the com-
munity was St Peterôs Anglican Church, 
tastefully situated on a spit of land be-
tween Grass and Maple Lakes. A bridge 
across the river at this point allowed easy 
access. The natural setting also allowed a 
magnificent view of the lake and church 
goers could arrive by water if they chose! 
The church, completed in 1905, was built 
by master stone mason Henry Billings. 
Billings learned the trade in England and 
emigrated to Canada in 1870. He first 
settled in southern Ontario, but due to 
health issues, relocated to Haliburton 
County for its clean air and healthier cli-
mate. Billings built a house for himself 
called Blagdon Hill on a high ridge to the 
north of Maple Lake. He also built several 
other beautiful 
stone buildings 
throughout the 
area. But his 

crowning achievement was St Peterôs Church. It is 
designed in the old English Victorian style and 
reminds the observer of something you would find 
in an English village. After being awed by the 
style of the buildings and the natural setting, the 
question arises ñhow could a poor pioneer com-
munity like Maple Lake afford such a magnificent 
structure?ò All I could come up with was ñWhere 
there is a will, there is a way.ò I will let the images 
speak for themselves. A big thanks to Glenn from 
Maryboro Lodge Museum for creating these imag-
es. He is a ñDrone Masterò who reveals local land-
marks from angles previously denied to the human 
eye!  
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come from an infected area. Publicizing 
and promotion, boat launches that are not 
monitored, climate change, visiting water 
craft frequency and apathy are all contrib-
uting factors as well. 
In a chance meeting with a reader of the 
Kinmount Gazette, the question was posed 
as to where I find óstuffô to write about for 
this article. Well, sometimes óstuffô finds 
me! For example, this next story may be 
either categorized under ñNever a dull mo-
mentò or ñWhy me?ò  
On the first Saturday in October, our two 
juvenile loons briefly appeared (at different 
times) in our bay. An adult loon was also 
around but it was acting strange and ap-
peared to be not well. A couple of neigh-
bours came over in the morning and ex-
pressed their concerns. With lessons 
learned (from a previous rescue attempt of 
a trumpeter swan), I was all for Mother 
Nature to take charge and deal with this 
and she was ready. A bald eagle appeared 
and made a fly past over the bay.  
However, by early afternoon, I was in our 
fishing boat, approaching this loon to check 
it out. I did not get very close to it before it 
dove. Again, another lesson learned from 
the previous swan experience was this. If 
the bird can dive, it cannot be caught. So, I 
was done and went on with my day. Or at 
least that was my thinking. 
Sunday morning, there was no sign of this 
adult. A canoe paddle confirmed this loon 
was not around in our area. However, the 
loon came back in the afternoon and stayed 
for the rest of the day until darkness fell. It 
was just floating or resting for much of the 
time. The bald eagle did another fly past of 
Clear Bay on Sunday, much to displeasure 
of the many Canada geese feeding. Mon-
day morning came with no sign of the adult 
loon. Around 4 pm, the bald eagle perched 
on one of the pine trees on the island in 
front of our place. Sitting on the bench on 
our deck, I decided to watch the eagle. Af-
ter a few minutes, and with the eagle stay-
ing put in the pine, I chose to move on. 
Peering over the edge of the deck, there 
was the adult loon up on the shore. Obvi-
ously not a good sign (loons only come on 
shore to nest or die), quick action was 
needed. I phoned the Woodlands Wildlife 
Sanctuary located north of Minden. Their 
advice was to put on gloves, grab a large 
towel, place the towel over the loon, pick 
the bird up, and place it in a large container 
for transport. Within 20 minutes, the loon 
and I were heading to Minden. 
Upon arriving at the sanctuary, one staff 
member met me and gathered information 
while another two gathered the loon and 

The Galwegians by Bill Lee 

Galway Hall Board had its first óin-personô 
board meeting since January 2020 on Sep-
tember 27th. It was good to meet at the Hall 
again. All COVID-19 protocols, outlined in 
our safety plan, were followed. Not surpris-
ingly, the annual turkey supper was cancelled 
for the second year in a row. The Annual 
General Meeting for Galway Hall is sched-
uled for Monday, November 29th, at 7 pm. 
Galway Hall is open. However, any group 
planning to use the hall must submit a safety 
plan to the Municipality for approval prior to 
booking a date. No one may enter Galway 
Hall without proof of full vaccination and 
identification.  
The Kinmount and District Bursary Commit-
tee held its first óin-personô meeting since the 
onset of COVID-19, also on September 27th. 
This committee postponed their major fund-
raising dinner/auction scheduled for Satur-
day, February 5th, 2022. Tentatively, this 
fundraiser has been moved to Saturday, Feb-
ruary 11th. Two students were successful ap-
plicants for the fall semester 2021. The dead-
line for the winter semester applications is 
Monday, November 15th, 2021. 
The mild temperatures for the first half of 
October have brought a few surprises from 
nature- like mosquitoes still biting, a crow 
cawing, and three sweet peas still flowering! 
The chipmunks continue to be very active. A 
white-crowned sparrow was spotted under 
our bird feeder for part of one day. Sadly, a 
hermit thrush was found dead along the side 
of Clear Bay Road. It must have been struck 
by a vehicle. Both of these species have been 
added to the Galway and Area Wildlife In-
ventory list. Have you noticed the large num-
ber of mushrooms and fungi in all shapes, 
sizes, and colours growing almost every-
where in our area this fall? Did you know  
over 5000 varieties are found in Ontario and 
some of these species are poisonous?  
Years ago, while lamenting the introduction 
of invasive species to our lake and area, a 
limnologist once told me about the patterns 
these intruders follow. Whether it is Eurasian 
Milfoil, Rock Bass, Purple Loosestrife, or 
Zebra Mussels, these invaders establish them-
selves, and then explode in numbers, plateau, 
and then decline in numbers, eventually find-
ing their niche in their new habitat. Crystal 
Lake has witnessed this cycle with the weeds, 
the fish, and the plants. Now the lake is in at 
least the fourth year of the cycle of zebra 
mussel with reports of more and more mus-
sels being found from all parts of the lake.  
How could these invaders get into a land-
locked lake such as Crystal? Zebra mussels 
are hitch-hikers! They attach to the hulls, 
motor mounts, ropes, anchors and may be in 
the bilge waters of water craft that may have 

took it immediately to be treated. This 
adult loon survived the night but died 
later in the week. The suspected cause of 
death was starvation. The thought is that 
by the time the loon came ashore, it was 
too emaciated to recover. The Woodlands 
Wildlife Sanctuary said that it had more 
loons brought to them this year than in 
previous years. Almost all of the loons 
they have dealt with have been suffering 
from starvation.  
Every story should have a moral or a take-
away. From the eagleôs viewpoint, people 
should not interfere with the ebbs and 
flows of the natural rhythms of life. From 
the loonôs perspective, it was sick and 
came up on our shore seeking a fate other 
than becoming the eagleôs early Thanks-
giving dinner. As for me, I believe this 
loon picked me, hoping that I would do 
something. It is hard to comprehend that 
starvation due to lack of fish could be a 
cause. However, if one considers the pres-
sures placed upon the fish stocks of a land
-locked lake from a myriad of sources, 
plus the fact that a family of four loons, 
over a fifteen week period, may consume 
up to half a ton of fish, this grim reality is 
too real.   
Jupiter continues to chase Saturn across 
the southern night skies. November has 
more meteor showers on display. On No-
vember 4th and 5th, the Southern Taurid 
meteors show peaks, followed by the 
Northern Taurid meteor show November 
11th and 12th. On November 17th, the Leo-
nid meteor shower is at its peak. On No-
vember 19th, there is a rare partial lunar 
eclipse of the Full Beaver Moon, the likes 
of which have not been seen in over 500 
years. 
The word from the University of Alber-
taôs 12 funniest words for 2020 is 
ñzoomò. It is a verb, meaning to com-
municate with a person or group online  
by video chatting, using the Zoom appli-
cation. 
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References Available 

705-488-3091 

POW Dr. Wilfrid Crowe 

A native of Orangeville, Dr Crowe 
was practicing in Minden when war 
broke out in 1939. He joined the 
Royal Canadian Army Medical 
Corps (RCAMC)  as a doctor. He 
was posted to the Middle East 
(Egypt). In 1940 he was part of the 
expedition sent to Crete to occupy 
that island. In the ensuing evacua-
tion, he was captured by the Ger-
mans (July 1940) and spent the rest 
of the war as a POW. He sent sever-
al letters (and a photo!) home. Being 
a doctor, he was in a good position 
to critique the Red Cross parcels 
sent to POWs. Dr Crowe returned 
home in the summer of 1945, and 
set up a practice in Lindsay.  
Here are twi letters sent home from 
Dr Crowe, the first to Les Frost 
(MPP). The following card received 
by Mr. L. M. Frost, K.C., M.L.A., of 
town, from Dr. W. R. Crowe, for-
merly well-known medical praction-
er of Minden, who went overseas 
and was taken prisoner by the Ger-
mans at Crete in May, 1941: 
Kriegsgefangeninlagar, 
23-11-41. 
Dear Les: Ruth tells me she has 

heard from you and all is well. Eve-
rything here is going on O.K. No 
complaints. Red Cross are doing us 
proud. No Canadian mail as yet, but 
should be soon. Regards to Cecil 
and the better halves. 
 
July 29, 1942 
Toronto, July 29. ð Red Cross par-
cels are being received in good or-
der by Canadian prisoners of war, 
and the contents of the parcels are of 
substantial benefit to prisoners' 
health. So reads a letter from Cap-
tain Wilfred R. Crowe to the Toron-
to Red Cross branch and just re-
ceived, by the secretary. "Canadian 
parcels with their B1 content are 
particularly valuable," wrote Cap-
tain Crowe, "and I would like to 
congratulate you on the choice of 
foodstuffs. Canadian Red Cross 
parcels compare most favourably 
with those from other parts of the 
Empire." 

 

Sunday School for All Ages 

Kidz Zone 9:30 and 10:30 

Adults 9:30 

Worship Service 10:30 

 

All Welcome 

705-488-3188 

 

 
 

Cecil Dufty Letter WWII 

Somewhere in Germany, April 11/45 
Dear Folks,-- Just a line to say I re-
ceived your very nice parcel which 
was a very pleasant surprise. It really 
came in handy, especially here in this 
war-torn country. It contained all a guy 
could look forward to and makes one 
feel more like living to know they are 
not forgotten over here. I hadnôt re-
ceived any mail for three weeks but its 
coming all at once now. I havenôt 
much of a place to write as Iôm lying 
on a blanket on the ground, which is 
not so comfortable. 
I heard Danny was back home and Iôd 
say he is really luckyðthatôs what Iôm 
looking forward to. 
Well, Iôll have to scram for now and 
hereôs sending a big ñHelloò to every-
one, especially to Mom, and 
tell her Iôm in the very best of 
health. Thanks a million and 
best of luck. I also received a 
carton of cigarettes from Rob-
ert Blair which was really 
appreciated. 
Your friend, Cecil Dufty 
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Spot the Shot Recaptured 

Last Monthôs Spot the Shot:  Three 
Brotherôs Falls 
 

$25 per year - Make cheque payable to Kinmount Gazette 
  c/o L. Kilby, P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
705 - 488 - 2919 or email: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 

Volumes 1 - 13 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

**RATES INCREASE TO $30 JAN. 1, 2022** 
 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 

 

 

Dr. Bruce Mason 
Chiropractor 

3398 Gelert Rd. 
Minden, Ontario 
K0M 2K0 

705-286-4350 

 RANDY BEACLER  
 Plumbing 
  Hydronics 
   Drains 

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES 

705-488-2266 

WWII POWs and Red Cross Food Parcels 

 

Anyone Can Join 

During World War II, many Cana-
dians were captured by the enemy. 
A total of 7,973 Canadian service-
men ended up as Prisoners of War 
(POW). The largest group were in 
Europe (4,706). The POW count 
for the army was 2,937 (2,000 of 
them at Dieppe), 1,683 came from 
the RCAF and 86 from the Royal 
Canadian Navy. The International 
Red Cross based out of neutral 
Switzerland made it their duty to 
deal with POW issues in Europe. 
This organization was allowed 
access to POWs in the enemy 
countries. They recorded names, 
contacted next of kin, reported 
violations under the Geneva Con-
vention for POW conduct, and 
more importantly, distributed food 
parcels sent from home.  
The Canadian Red Cross organized 
preparation of these packages back 
in Canada. The generic Red Cross 
Food Parcel contained the follow-
ing: 
One pound (450 g) of milk powder 
One pound (450 g) of butter 
Four ounces (110 g) of cheese 
Twelve ounces (340 g) corned beef 
Ten ounces (280 g) of pork lunch-
eon meat 
Eight ounces (230 g) of salmon 
Four ounces (110 g) of sardines or 
kippers 
Eight ounces (230 g) of dried ap-

ples 
Eight ounces (230 g) of dried 
prunes or raisins 
Eight ounces (230 g) of sugar 
One pound (450 g) of jam or honey 
One pound (450 g) of pilot biscuits 
Eight ounces (230 g) of chocolate 
One ounce (28 g) of salt and pep-
per (mustard, onion powder and 
other condiments were also some-
times enclosed) 
Four ounces (110 g) tea or coffee 
Each POW was ñsupposedò to re-
ceive this package every week. 
Delivery was sporadic. But they 
did male a difference. German 
ñcareò declined rapidly in the later 
stages of the War. The Canadian 
Red Cross assembled & shipped 
16,500,000 of these parcels during 
the War. 
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705 286-0808 
Debbie Calvert 

50 Newcastle St 

Minden, Ont 

K0M 2K0  

Letters From the Front: WWII 

The main method of communi-
cating during WW II was by letter. 
Millions of missives travelled 
through the mail. Here are a few 
letters home that were published in 
the Lindsay newspapers.  
Orval Barkwell, a local lad, was 
part of the Aluetian Islands cam-
paign. In 1943 the Japanese at-
tacked two islands in Alaska as a 
diversion for their attacks in the 
southern Pacific. While the bulk of 
the operations in Alaska fell on the 
American forces, Canada agreed to 
contribute a small force from our 
Pacific Defence Force. The Cana-
dian troops were part of the ñBattle 
of Kiskaò, one of the islands recap-
tured from the Japanese. Just be-
fore the landing, the Japanese 
withdrew under cover of fog and 
the combined Canadian-American 
Force found the island unoccupied. 
In spite of no enemy soldiers pre-
sent, the Allied Attackers suffered 
nearly 200 casualties!  Orval was 
later (1945) posted in Holland. The 
ñparcelò referred to was likely a 
Red Cross package, sponsored by 
residents of the village, and sent to 
overseas. Word has been received 
that Pte. Orval Barkwell is now 
serving overseas. 
February 1, 1944 
The many friends of Orval Bark-
well of Kinmount, are glad to see 
him home again after spending the 
last six months in Kiska, one of the 
Aleutians. His wife accompanied 
him from Saskatoon to Kinmount, 
where they will visit Orval's moth-
er, Mrs. J. Barkwell, and friends in 
the village.  

LLOYDôS Driveway Sealing 
& MOTORCYCLE/ATV REPAIRS 

Licenced Mechanic  
CALL OR TEXT LLOYD HEACOCK 

705 879 2619  
Or Drop in to 6 Hunter Street 

Kinmount 

Solst, Holland, July 1/45 
Dear Folksð  
Thought I would drop the Society a 
line today to let you know I re-
ceived your grand parcel on Friday 
night. I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank you all a million 
for it. Everything was in perfect 
shape. It is sure swell to know the 
people at home remember us. I 
hope to be back some time in Au-
gust, if I don't go on Occupational 
Duty. I am at a little place in Hol-
land by the name of Solst. Most of 
the Canadians are around this dis-
trict (but I have not met any of the 
boys from home, except Gordon 
Eason.  
Give my best regards to everyone 
and thanks again for the grand par-
cel. 
Sincerely, Orval Barkwell. 
November 7, 1945 
Another of our local young men has 
returned from overseas in the per-
son of Pte. Orvall Barkwell. Orval 
spent half of his furlough with his 
wife at Saskatoon and now is visit-
ing his home here, Mrs. Barkwell 
accompanying him. We are all 
pleased to have both Orval and his 
wife back in our midst. 
November 14, 1945 
Pte. and Mrs. Orval Barkwell re-
turned to Kingston, where Orval 
expects to get his discharge. 
 

 

WE STOCK ALL SIZES OF CLEAR GARBAGE BAGS 
Hours:  Monday - Friday 9 - 5  

                  Saturday & Sunday 9 - 4 
449 Kent St. W. Lindsay 

705 340 3718 

Canadian soldiers embarking for the Aleutian Islands campaign where 
they landed on Kiska Island. They wore American helmets so the Ameri-
cans could identify them as friends. It didnôt work. On Kiska friendly fire 
caused 25 Canadian casualties and over 50 American casualties!  
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Kidsô Corner   

WHAT  DO YOU LIKE ABOUT KINMOUNT? 
The stories below are from the first Kinmount Gazette, April 1, 2009, when Kinmount was celebrating itôs 150th Birthday. 
We would love to hear from Kinmount kids today! Tell us you like about Kinmount!  Email: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 

The best things I like about Kin-
mount is the Fair and my 
friends. I like going to the hall 
for Girl Guides and Gateway. I 
like living in Kinmount because 
I like doing stuff at Girl Guides.  
Happy Birthday Kinmount!  
 
My name is Annabelle Cloutier-
Austin and I am 7 İ years old. 
Lots of my family members live 
in Kinmount. 

First of all I like all of Kinmountôs history since the 
flood to the fire to now. Also I like the train station 
which is one of the only buildings still standing 
through the flood and fire. Thatôs so interesting. I 
also like going to Brownies, playing at the park, 
going to the movies plus the Fair. I like my house 
and my friends who always play with me and my 
family. I love skating and tobogganing and skating 
at the arena and swimming at the Kinmount River. I 
have lived in Kinmount my whole life and always 
will. Happy 150th Birthday Kinmount! I love Kin-
mount! 
 
I am Cameryn Shaw from Kinmount, Ontario. I am 
in grade 3 and I am 8 years old. I go to Ridgewood 
P.S. and I love Kinmount! 
I  like Kinmount because it's fun! There's a movie 

theatre so I can watch movies. And the gro-
cery store because it has a lot of food I like. 
And I like how Kinmount has Girl Guides. I 
like how my family lives in Kinmount be-
cause it is a blast and I like the park. Happy 
Birthday Kinmount! 
 
My name is Amelia Austin and I am 5 years 
old. My favourite colour is red. I have 2 sis-
ters and 1 brother and I live in Kinmount and 
I love it! I love Kinmount. 
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The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne Kilby 

Welcome to the Gazette Vol-
ume 14! Early in 2009 a group 
of citizens gathered to make 

plans for Kinmountôs 150th birthday taking 
place April 1. The Gazette was one of several 
celebrations. The intention was to reflect on 
Kinmountôs history and share sesquicentenni-
al events to be held throughout the year. The 
Gazette was to publish 16 bi-weekly issues. 
Due to popular demand, we are still here!  
Since the Gazette reflects history, I thought it 
would be fun to look back on some of the 
history in our very first issue and share some 
photos of Kinmountôs official 150th Anniver-
sary Celebration where the community made 
history at Kinmount Post Office. Enjoy! 
HOW KINMOUNT GOT ITS NAME 

There are several theories roaming around 
about the origin of the name Kinmount. The 
story about the earliest settlers exclaiming ñI 
kin mount these hillsò is totally false. It is 
true the first settlers were Scottish, but the 
village was not named for their dialect, but 
rather for their intellect! There are 2 promi-
nent ñKinmountsò in Scotland. An estate in 
Dumfriesshire Scotland named Kinmount has 
existed since the 1200s. The second related 
use of the term is found in the ñtitleò of a 
famous character from Scottish history, Kin-
mont Willie Armstrong. Sir Walter Scott, 
arguably the most famous Scottish writer 
Robbie Burns included, wrote a very famous 
ballad titled the ñBallad of Kinmont Willieò. 
Any well educated Scotsman would be quite 
familiar with the poem, if not the estate. And 
who might this well educated Scotsman be? 
Both John Hunter & Mrs. Thomas Baker 
could fit the bill. But local legend has fin-
gered Mrs Malcolm Bell, a native of Annan-
dale in Scotland, the district home of the Kin-
mount estate. In the earliest records of land 
agent Richard Hughes, the spot where the 
Bobcaygeon Road crossed the Burnt River 
was referred to as Burnt River Station. But 
when the settlement acquired an official Post 
Office on April 1, 1859, the term Kinmount 
was used. Donôt believe these theories? Just 
google the name Kinmount and see how 
many Kinmounts there are all over the Eng-
lish-speaking world. And not all of them 
have hills! So if anyone insists on using the 
degrading comment on the origin of Kin-
mount, just remind them the village is named 
after an estate or a famous piece of English 
literature. What other towns can claim that 
title? 
 
 
 
 
 

THE STORY OF  
KINMOUNT HOUSE  
SCOTLAND 

In Scotland, the original Kinmount is not 
a village, but a country estate. It consists 
solely of a mansion-house called Kin-
mount House. Sometimes it is incorrect-
ly called Kinmount Castle, but the name 
is purely romantic. The Kinmount Estate 
was granted to the famous Douglas fam-
ily in the 1700s. The original grant was 
2,000 acres. In 1812, the fifth Mar-
quis of Queensberry built the pre-
sent manor house in what is called 
the ñsevere classical styleò. Kin-
mount House is located in Western 
Scotland in Dumfires Shire, in the 
Annan River Valley. The estate is 
now a private hotel or luxurious Bed 
& Breakfast. You can rent a suite in 
the manor house or a servant's cot-
tage starting at $350 a day. 
 

THE STORY OF  
KINMOUNT WILLIE 

Part II of the origins of the name Kinmount 
deals with a poem by the famous Scottish 
writer, Sir Walter Scott. The border be-
tween Scotland & England has a long and 
storied history. For centuries, bandits called 
ñreiversò raided across the borders, carry-
ing off anything of value and generally 
disrupting everyday life. The border history 
is full of raids, harryings and invasions, 
large & small. The border area is also the 
place of heroes, legends and the occasional 
ñtall taleò. The border wars were at their 
height during the 1500s and ended abruptly 
in 1603 when King James of Scotland in-
herited the English throne on the death of 
his cousin, Queen Elizabeth. What was 
once perfectly acceptable harrying of the 
enemy now became common brigandage. 
And one of the most legendary of these 
border reviers was a cattle-thief named 
Kinmont Willie Armstrong. Kinmont Wil-
lie was legendary for the size and ferocity 
of his raids into England, but also for his 
longevity on the job. Border reviering was 
a hazardous job, what with the English 
army always trying to cut short your career. 
In a typical raid, he led 300 reviers and 
carried off 1,300 cattle, 60 horses, 2,000 in 
spoils, burnt 60 houses and killed 10 men. 
No wonder the English wanted him ñout of 
businessò. But even among thieves, there is 
a code or conduct and ñrulesò were im-
portant among the border reviers of both 
sides. Every year, the border wardens held 
a ñtruce dayò to discuss issues, and they 
had plenty! The presence of the affore-

mentioned Kinmont Willie at the 1596 
meeting thoroughly enraged the English 
Warden. Waiting until the meeting had 
broken up, the English ambushed and cap-
tured Kinmont Willie on his way home. 
This was definitely against the rules, and in 
turn infuriated the Scots. Willie was taken 
to Carlisle Castle, the strongest English 
fortress and held for trial on ñnumerous 
charges. No amount of protesting by the 
Scottish Warden, ironically another Sir 
Walter Scott, could win the release of Kin-
mont Willie. It looked like the most famous 
of reviers was headed to an appointment 
with the gallows. But what comes around, 
goes around and Scott decided to liberate 
Willie from his jail. Several hundred crack 
reviers were assembled to spring Willie 
from Carlisle Castle. With ñinside help, 
the daring mission succeeded and Willie 
was wisked off back home into Scotland. 
The English were enraged in turn while the 
Scotch balladeers sang the praises of their 
daring compatriots. Kinmont Willie lived 
to revie another day, eventually dieing in 
his bed. And 200 years later, his legend 
was set to poetry by the famous border 
balladeer, Sir Walter Scott. Not a bad tale! 
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Even the rain couldnôt dampen the community spirit 
at Kinmountôs 150th! Keep smiling! Please keep 

sharing your news in the Hot Stove Leak. Contact me at 
705-488-2919 or email me at:  lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca. 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Community Volunteer Management Board 

COMMUNITY MAKES HISTORY AT KINMOUNTôS 150TH! 
APRIL 1, 2009, AT KINMOUNT POST OFFICE 

HISTORY OF POST OFFICES 
The ultimate acknowledgement of every settlement in Canada 
was the establishment of a Post Office. It marked the official 
government recognition a place now existed and it gave that 
settlement a name! In the 1800s, Post offices were granted to 
many small settlements upon request. There were no Rural 
Routes, and difficulty in transportation meant the Post office 
moved as close as practical to the actual settlers. The earliest 
mail deliveries came by stagecoach up the Bobcaygeon Road. 
A part of the local postmasterôs job was hauling the mail from 
Kinmount back to the rural post offices, usually 2 or 3 times a 
week. The arrival of the railway further cemented Kinmount as 
a mail depot (and increased the speed of mail delivery!). In 
pioneer times, the Post Office was simply a corner of the Post-
masterôs House or a department of a local store if one existed. 
In the smaller settlements & villages, there were no true post 
office buildings until the mid 1900s. Kinmountôs first ñofficialò 
Post Office building was opened in 1970. Over time, the num-
ber of rural Post Offices declined as people moved away from 
the backwoods settlements and the Rural Route was estab-
lished. The mailbox replaced the trip to the Postmasterôs home, 
for better or worse! The times they were a changing (for better 
or worse!). The earliest 6 Postmasters all were businessmen on 
the Main Street. Evidently, the post office went with the busi-
ness! Bill Mark was a WW I veteran who was recalled to 
training duty during WW II. In his absence, his wife Nell & 
son Keith ñfilled inò as Postmasters, until the ñMajorò re-
turned. George Train had the Post Office as part of his Sta-
tionary, Book Store right at the corner of the bridge. Bill 
Mark moved the Post Office across the street to the Hop-
kins & Marks Department Store. After the Great Fire of 
1942, the Post office relocated in the Stone ñGroceryò store 
now the Freshmart. In 1970, a new Post Office building 
was built on its present site: the first time a separate build-
ing housed this service. There it remains to this day. 


