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There were many errors & omis-
sions in our October 2013 edition. 
The Gazette regrets any inconven-
ience this may have caused. Please 
find the completion of The Moon-
shiners story below. 

The Moonshiners 
Cont. from Volume 5 Issue 12 

Because of the severe cut X had 
experienced, the other detective had 
to rush him to a doctor in Kinmount 
or Minden, while his partner stayed 
to secure the evidence. X was in 
court the next day in Lindsay and 
was assessed a $150 fine; and of 
course their still and related equip-
ment was trashed by the police. The 
family was highly respected in the 
community and their misdemean-
our, by todayôs standards, seem 
insignificant and paltry, but no 
doubt contributed to the sub culture 
of the day. 

Clockwise from top left:  Thanksgiving Farmers Market;  Fire Department kicks off Fire  
Prevention week 2013; a busy Thanksgiving Main Street; Glen Weiler and Julie Austin are 
chefs at the Pancake Breakfast 

The New 2014 Calendars ARE HERE!  
A little piece of history! -  Beautiful Glossy Colour Photos 

Community & Event Information 
$3.00 each or 2 for $5.00 

Kinmount Artisans Marketplace - Austin Lumber 

Kinvale Restaurant - Gateway General Store & Cafe 

 



added in 1853 to cater to the 
growing population of the com-
mercial centre. At 100 people, 
Port Hoover was the largest 
hamlet in the township!  At its 
peak, 100,000 bushels of wheat 
were shipped every year from 
Port Hoover. The hamlet also 
contained a saw mill. Steam 
boats called daily during the 
summer season when picnick-
ing on the shores of Lake 
Scugog was a popular past 
time. 
An interesting incident oc-
curred at Port Hoover in the 
year 1842. A New England self
-styled prophet named Miller 
began to preach the world 
would end on February 15, 
1843. The doomsday sooth-
saying caused many paranoid 
people to prepare for the end of 
the world in strange ways. 
Farms were given away and 
property destroyed in anticipa-
tion of the apocalypse. One of 
the Hoovers became convinced 
the end was near and an-
nounced he would prove it by 
walking across the water of 
Lake Scugog from Port Hoover 
to Caesarea, a distance of 5 
miles. A day in the autumn of 
1842 was announced as the 
miracle day (winter travel was 
no challenge because as the 
song goes ñAny man can walk 
on the water in the winter 
time!)  
Hundreds of local Mariposites 
gathered on the miracle day at 
Port Hoover to behold the feat. 
Hoover seems to have lost faith 
by the anointed hour for he tied 
a wooden box on each foot for 
the trek. Even that didnôt work 
as he slowly sank beneath the 
surface of the lake. For a while, 
he hid behind a pier on the dock 
while catcalls rained down. 
Eventually he waded to shore 
and righteously proclaimed ñA 
cloud has risen before my eyes 
and I cannot see. I cannot walk 
on the water today while this 
cloud is before my eyes. When 
the cloud has been removed, 
then I will do it.ò No make-up 
date was ever made.  
The railway was the undoing of 
Port Hoover. When a rail line 
was built through the centre of 
Mariposa Township (1877), 

Port Hoover as a shipping port 
became redundant. Most of the 
businesses moved elsewhere 
and people left for Little Brit-
ain or Oakwood. The post of-
fice was moved to Fingerboard 
in 1881. Port Hoover eventual-
ly became a ghost town. Cot-
tage developments along Lake 
Scugog have replaced Maripo-
saôs only port. 
Fingerboard:  West of Port 
Hoover at the cross roads of 
Concessions 1 and 2 was the 
hamlet of Fingerboard. Origi-
nally called the ñIrish Settle-
mentò, the name Fingerboard 
was acquired because some-
body erected a road sign 
shaped like a hand with a fin-
ger pointing the way to Port 
Hoover. A major road ran 
through Fingerboard, wide-
ly used by farmers hauling 
grain to Port Hoover.  
Churches were the first 
structures at the cross roads, 
two being erected by 1850 
when a school was added. A 
blacksmith and a small gen-
eral store were the only 
commercial businesses. The 
local post office was relo-
cated here from Port Hoo-
ver, but by 1913 it was 
closed as rural mail delivery 
replaced it. Fingerboard was 
added to the list of ghost 
towns shortly thereafter. 
Valentia:  In the southeast 
corner of Mariposa Town-
ship (only 2 concessions 
from Lake Scugog) the ham-
let of Valentia is located. 
This hamlet was on another 
grain-route heading to Port 
Hoover. Like many of the 
other hamlets in the area, a 
school house and a church 
were the first two struc-
tures at the cross roads. A 
post office was opened in 
1866. Valentia is the 
name of the Irish island 
that is the western most 
island off the Irish coast. 
In 1866, the new transat-
lantic telegraph cable 
reached Valentia, Ireland 
and that name was in the 
news.  
The hamlet only con-
tained one business, the 
Valentis General Store, 
but it did have 3 church-
es, a school, an Orange 
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Lodge, and branches of the Forrest-
ers, the Grange, the Order of The 
Good Templars and a Womanôs Insti-
tute! The community also contained 
an outdoor arena and ball diamond. 
The school section contained so many 
children, it was split in two by 1897. 
Valentia also contained a cheese fac-
tory.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The earliest access to Maripo-
sa Township was via Lake 
Scugog and south to Port 
Whitby or Oshawa harbour. 
When initially surveyed, the 
north shore of Lake Scugog 
was part of Cartwright Town-
ship which was mainly south 
of the lake. After the dam at 
Lindsay raised the water level 
by 10 feet, Lake Scugog went 
from a large swamp with a 
creek in the middle to ... well, 
there was enough open water 
for shallow steamboats. It was 
now convenient to go across 
the lake by boat to Caesarea 
or Port Perry; ports on the 
south shore and hence by road 
to the lake ports on Lake On-
tario. In winter time, sleighs 
could cross the narrows at 
Port Hoover to Scugog Island 
and south. The only other 
options were by bush trails 
around the west side of Lake 
Scugog or via Lindsay to the 
east side. Both were inferior 
trails until later, improved 
roads were built in the 1860s 
and later. Thus the earliest 
settlements/hamlets were 
along the north shore of Lake 
Scugog or on the cadge roads 
leading to the lake.  
Port Hoover became the lead-
ing ñportò for lake traffic by 
the 1830s. Steamboats called 
here on the Lindsay-Port Per-
ry run. Boats also crossed to 
the port of Caesarea on the 
south shore. The main trade 
was grain and lumber. Mari-
posa grain was cadged down 
the concession roads from the 
north and shipped to markets 
down south from Port Hoo-
ver. The hamlet contained two 
quays or docks, grain storage 
houses and several dealers. 
Two hotels catered to the 
travelers and at least two gen-
eral stores lined the only 
street.  
In the era before the railway 
passed through Mariposa 
(1877), most of the trade in 
grain went through Port Hoo-
ver. It became a post office in 
1853 and was named after the 
largest grain dealer in the 
hamlet; the Hoover family. A 
large brick schoolhouse was 

Downtown Valentia 
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Kinmount Agricultural Society 

 

Kinmount Fair 
August 29 ï 31, 2014 

 

Seeking your comments and suggestions 
 

Email to info@kinmountfair.net 

 

Kinmount Disaster Relief Efforts 

Hazel McInnis of Kinmount is a 
member of the City of Kawartha 
Lakes Flood Disaster Relief Com-
mittee.  The Committee has been 
working hard to raise funds that 
will then be matched by the Pro-
vincial and Federal Governments 
to support individuals, families 
and businesses who suffered in 
the flooding during the Spring of 
2013.   
Here Diane Austin, Chairperson 
of the Kinmount Committee for 
Planning presents a cheque for 
$500.00 raised during the Harvest 
Homecoming events.   
A further $124.25 was raised at 
the Annual Community  Hallow-
een Party. 

COMPUTER 
WORKSHOP 
THURSDAY Nov. 7 

2 - 5 pn  

Kinmount Library 
705-488-3199 
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705-488-2266 

 

705-488-1349 
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The NEW Kinmount Tartan 
Menôs Cap - Tartan Scarf  
Tammy - Menôs Tie  

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 
or 

Contact Diane at 705-488-2635 

BOBôS APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Repairs to all Major Brand Names 

 
RefrigeratorsðRangesðDishwashers 

MicrowavesðWashersðDryersðFreezers 
Air Conditioners 

 
 

New and Used Sales & Part Sales 
 

7 Days a Week 

RR#1, Kinmount, ON  705-488-2274 

Ryan Dettman was the winner of 
the country dance contest and he 

was not alone 
on the dance 
floor.  Families 
enjoyed the 
festivities at the 
annual Hallow-
een Community 
Party.   
Watch for more 
information 
about the Fam-
ily Snowflake 
Ball  an event 
at our annual-
Winterfest. 

HOUSE FOR SALE - $269,000. 
INCOME PROPERTY - RENTAL APARTMENTS 

Brick bungalow, big attached garage,  
2840 sq. ft., 5.5 Acres 

Waterfront Park & Beach across the road 
Close to Medical Centre 
18 Grandy Road, Coboconk 

For viewing call Charlie at 705-454-1212  
or 705-464-1201 

 

Annual Halloween Party Spooktacular! 



The Five Lined Skink is Ontarioôs 
only native lizard. It is a very 
small lizard, only 5-8 inches long.  
It has 5 stripes or lines that run 
down its back, hence the term 
ñfive linedò. It has a blue hue to its 
colour when young, but this col-
ouring gradually disappears as it 
ages. The skinks eat insects,  
especially spiders, crickets, and 
earthworms. The skink lives to a 
maximum age of 5 years. It is an 
ectotherm which means it does not 
maintain a constant body tempera-
ture. It warms itself by sunning in 
the daytime.  This also means it 
hibernates for 6 months of the 
year. When summer disappears, so 
does the skink! 
The Five Linked Skink lives on 
the edge of deciduous (hardwood) 
forests, but must have open ground 
to sun itself and gather heat. There 
are 2 main habitats in Ontario: 
along the shore of Lake Erie where 
sand dunes provide the open area 
and along the edge of the Canadi-
an Shield where rock avlars are the 
tanning beds. Our area is firmly in 
the latter area and the skink is 
common to the ñLand Betweenò 
the contact point  
between the Canadian Shield & 
the St Lawrence lowlands. We 
have hardwood forests that border 
the bald rock that make the ideal 
habitat.  
The skinks have recently been 
added to the endangered species 
list in Ontario. Some causes of the 
decline include natural predators, 
which include raccoons, skunks 
and wild turkeys. But the main 
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The Five Lined Skink 

issue to their decline is loss of hab-
itat. As man constantly  
encroaches into the ideal skink 
habitat, the number of skinks  
declines. This is primarily true as 
cottages are built along the lakes 
and quarrying destroys some 
avlars. Road kill is another issue 
caused by encroachment. The Lake 
Erie skink population has already 
been declared ñendangeredò. 
In our area, the Five Lined Skink 
has the status of ñspecial concernò 
under the Ontario Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 2007. What does this 
mean? Under the Ontario Planning 
Act, any changes to skink habitat 
may be challenged or stopped by 
the Ministry of Natural Resources 
or wildlife protection groups or 
Conservation Authorities. In other 
words, building on skink habitats 
can be stopped by the above 
groups. The landowner must make 
a study for skinks and present the 
results before changing the habitat. 
Fortunately skink habitats are not 
too widespread in the Kinmount 
area.  
The skink is a very elusive lizard 
and due to its small size, often 
avoids detection. You really have 
to look hard to find them, even in 
prime habitat. Awareness and  
education are the keys to living 
with this rare reptile.  
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KIDS ZONE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

11 AM 
Every Sunday 
Ages 4 - 12 

Games, Stories, Crafts 

& Friendship! 

Visit kinmountbaptistchurch.ca 

ST. JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The church on the hill past the Artisans Marketplace.   

When you find us, you canôt miss us!  

 Sunday Services at 9:00 a.m.   

For pastoral care, please contact  

Rev. Joan at (705) 286-1817 

Carol Service December 8 at 2:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Service at 4:00 pm Christmas Eve 

ALL WELCOME 



CHECK OUT OUR  
GREAT SELECTION OF  
CHRISTMAS STOCKING 
STUFFER IDEAS! 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Monday - Friday  7am - 8pm 
Saturday & Sunday  8am  - 8pm 

Attention Hunters!  
Hunting Supplies & Licences...  

and a hot meal  
when you want to get in out of the cold!  

705 488 1101 

Extraordinary Women of Kawartha Lakes:  Kinmount Women Honoured 

On Thursday, October 24th at the Lake-
view Arts Barn, Womenôs Resources of 
Kawartha Lakes hosted their first every 
Extraordinary Women Award Night.  Four 
Kinmount Women were honoured with 
nominations.  Below, we present the  bios 
that were included in the celebration pack-
age by Womenôs Resources staff: 
Extraordinary Volunteer 
Diane Kernohan 
Diane is a tireless contributor who volun-
teers on several different fronts within the 
community.  As the Chairperson of the 
Friends of the Library and the Kinmount 
Committee for Planning and Economic 
Development, Diane commits her time, 
energy and expertise to ensure that her vol-
unteer efforts make a difference in the 
community.  Diane spends countless hours 
ensuring that the Kinmount Library is a 
welcoming and lovely place where mem-
bers of the community can have access to 
information technology, the latest fiction 
and non-fiction texts and programming that 
is often unavailable in small rural areas. 
Extraordinary Mentor 
Hazel McInnis 
Hazel has raised five very strong women 
that know they are capable, self sufficient, 
independent and free thinking individuals.  
She kept a quote on her bedroom dresser 
that said how children feel when certain 
actions occur.  She put her children first 

every day, all day.  She always put otherôs 
needs ahead of her own.  Hazel is always 
hands on, determined and refuses to give 
up.  For 30 years Hazel owned her own 
business and helped make her husband 
successful by encouraging, loving and sup-
porting his needs and goals and she always 
knew he would do the right thing.  Hazel is 
selfless and has always shown poise and 
confidence in everything she does. 
Extraordinary Women in Business 
Julie Austin 
Julie owns and operates J. Austin and Sons 
Ltd., a successful small town business.  AS 
a member of the Castle Building Centresô 
Executive, she provides a womanôs voice 
in a male-dominated industry.  She is also 
very active in her community as a member 
of various boards and committees includ-
ing the Kinmount Agricultural Society 
Board and the Victoria Pony Club.  Her 
business supports local charities through 
both grants and goods.  She is hardworking 
and forward thinking and possesses an en-
trepreneurial spirit which inspires those 
around her. 
Betty Scott (represented by daughter  
Laurie) 
Betty was born in Kinmount in 1928 and in 
1956 she and her husband Bill Scott took 
over a struggling general store on the main 
street in the village.  Scottôs Store in down-
town Kinmount became combination tour-

ist information, meeting place and local 
landmark.  Every Friday a doctor would call 
in to pick up a list of patients for house calls, 
sometimes even treating clients right in the 
office.  Betty acted as a financial trustee for 
some residents in the days when there was 
no bank in Kinmount, she has always prac-
ticed the old time business motto of  
ñcustomer service comes firstò.  Betty has 
always been a community person often 
providing services and aid to those in need 
often at her own expense.  Extremely hum-
ble, Betty is the rock who has held the busi-
ness and her family together. 
 



Kinmount Pharmacy 
We are committed to your health 

 
Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family 

Have your prescriptions filled with us! 
We are located at the Medical Centre to serve you better. 

 
We provide  Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations  

   Free Medication Review & Delivery 
 

Hours are:     Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm 
         Thurs.  9 am to 8 pm 

     Fri. 9 am to 5 pm 
 

   T. 705-488-1960       
  F. 705-488-1959 

Last monthôs Spot the 
Shot: 
 
The old log chute at  
Elliott Falls near Norland 

Dianne Spring  
Broker of Record/Owner 
dspring@sympatico.ca 
www.diannespring.com 

Vic Spring 

 Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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Do You Live Out-of-Town? 

Subscribe to Postal Delivery of the 
KINMOUNT GAZETTE  

Cost $20 per year 
Please contact Yvette Brauer at 705-488-2282 

or email hgbrauer@sympatico.ca 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE  
COLLECTOR SETS 
Volume 1, Issues 1 - 16  $20.00  
Volumes 2 - 5 - $15.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

WHO ARE YOUR ANCESTORS? 
Trent Lakes can help!  

ancestry.com is available for research at  
110 County Rd. 49 Bobcaygeon  

Wednesday's 10 - 3 

705 - 738 - 0100  
We have people to help with your search.  

First search free then charge of $5.00 applies unless you are 
a member or join at a cost of $15.00 a year.  
Large supply of books & family trees.          

GHHS of Trent Lakes 

Watch for the return of 

LUNCH AT THE LEGION 

Next spring! 



Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Side Roads of Kinmount:  Galway Road Part 3 (West Ewan) 
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James Sandford 
Registered Massage Therapist 

 

For multiple health issues or just relaxation! 
Home visits are available after Free consultation 

 
Get the most of your benefits, receipts issued. 

 
 

705 488 1384 

At lot 16 in the 13th concession, the Galway 
Road jogged north one concession to avoid 
Crystal Lake and the rough land on its north 
shore. The road continued east along the line 
between concessions 13 and 14 more or less 
in a straight line for several miles before it 
starts a meandering course on its way to 
White Lake. Basically the Galway Road 
followed the better farm land in these con-
cessions.  The land gets progressively rough-
er and more unsuited to farming as the road 
moves east of Mount Irwin, but that didnôt 
stop the pioneers from trying to farm.  
The only settlers east of Mount Irwin in the 
12th concession was the Collins family who 
were very early settlers (1858) between the 
Gully Road and Back Bay on Crystal Lake. 
Stories from the Collins family were pub-
lished in the August edition of the Gazette. 
The lots along Back Bay on Crystal Lake 
were very rough and unsuited to farming. 
But they were admirably suited to cottaging 
and in the 1970s lots 21 and 22 in the 12th 
concession were turned into a cottage subdi-
vision called Back Bay Estates. Approxi-
mately 70 cottaging lots were laid out among 
the ñrollingò hills north of Back Bay. Access 
was gained to the lake via a common boat 
launch picturesquely located at the bottom of 
a steep hill.  
The east side of the Galway Road (lots 16 & 
17, concession 13) was occupied by the 
Pearson family. Originally Sam Pearson had 
settled along the Bobcaygeon Road near the 

corner of the Crystal Lake Road with his 
father-in-law William Casey.  The next gen-
eration of the Pearson family moved to the 
Galway Road, and after abandoning their 
first lot (it was too low and wet) they moved 
to the higher ground. Pioneer farmers hated 
low, wet fields and preferred higher ground; 
stones or no stones! The family has lived on 
this lot for 6 generations and still occupy the 
property. 
The next two lots (18 & 19) were settled by 
John Beckett. He had been a weaver back in 
England and he plied this trade at least part 
time in the area. The Becketts stayed for a 
generation, before moving West in the great 
Ewan migration. Next door to the Becketts 
were the Coffey family. Michael Coffey 
occupied lot 20 as early as the 1870s, and the 
family remained on the farm for several gen-
erations.  The Coffey farm passed into the 
hands of Patti and Bruce Fleury in the 1960s 
and they operated a summer camp here for 
many years.  
North of the this section of the Galway Road 
in concession 14 were a number of settlers 
who accessed their property from an west-
ward extension of the 14th concession road. 
A huge swamp drowned much of the 14th 
concession, the settlers starting at lot 13 with 
the William Dolan family. The Dolans had 
come straight from Ireland and were friends 
of the McConnels who settled further in the 
road. The two families had been friends back 
in Ireland. Of course the Dolans first stop 

was at their friends ; the McConnels. 
But the McConnels were protestants 
and the Dolans were Catholics; and 
this created a bit of a scandal in Gal-
way. The McConnels lived in the 
ñprotestantò settlement of Ewan. So the 
locals from the Catholic settlement of 
Mount Irwin persuaded the Dolans to 
take up residence a little further away 
from Ewan among their fellow Catho-
lics at Mount Irwin. Both families still 
remained friends: location wasnôt eve-
rything! 
Thomas OôNeil settled on the next 3 
lots (16,17,18). Edward OôNeil suc-
ceeded his father on the farm. At lot 
17, the Reid Road, which originated in 
Kinmount, met the Galway Road. This 
winding road was a forced road that 
twisted through the concessions 
14,15,16 and 17 joining the village of 
Kinmount with a few scattered settlers 
in these concessions. It was once a well 
maintained road, but today is closed in 
the middle and only open on both ends. 
 

 

 


