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  10 am - 2 pm COMMUNITY CENTRE  

Free Christmas Crafts for Kids Upper Level Community Centre 
Kinny Elf Hunt Free Kidôs Surprises various locations see page 9 
Special Prize at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace! Free Draw too! 

Horse Drawn Wagon Rides at Railway Station 12:30 pm 

Santa at Legion Meet 2 pm at Post Office & follow him up to the 
Legion for a Free Family Lunch  - Gifts for kids 10 & under  

Christmas Music Night 7 pm Galway Hall 
Country Christmas Music with The Band Hughey  

Desserts, Christmas Loonie Auction - Tickets $10  705.488.2635 

Thursday Dec. 1  
Christmas Tree 

Lighting  
6:30 pm  

Kinmount Train Station 
Carolling  

Bonfire & Treats  
Free Photos with Santa 

  8:30 am - 11 am 
St. James 

Anglican Church 
Crego Street                  

FREE! 

 

 

Saturday Dec. 3 

COUNT THE KINNY ELVES IN THIS ISSUE & Win! 
1st correct answer drawn wins a $25 Artisans Marketplace Certificate 

Send answer by Friday, November 18 to lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca  
or mail to PO Box 286 Kinmount On K0M 2A0. Winner announced at Mistletoe Magic! 

Bring a Food Bank Donation to be entered in a draw for a prize! 
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ADVERTISE IN  
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1/4 Page      $40 
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Full Page    $150  

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca  
705 - 488 - 2919  

The Gazette is a non profit monthly 

publication produced by volunteers. 

The Gazette depends on advertising 

sales & donations to remain operating. 

We are very grateful for the continuing 

support of area businesses & patrons.   

Do you enjoy the Gazette?  
Send a donation!  

Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED,  

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0 

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.  

Your name will appear in our  

Thank You to Our Patrons Section  

Tax Receipts issued for Donations $25+ 
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Friends and Neighbours: Mara Township 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Mara Township in on the east 

side of Lake Simcoe between 

Rama and Thorah. Access can 

be gained from Lake Simcoe 

and early settlement spread 

north in the 1820s. After a 

couple of decades of settlers 

trickling in from the Lake 

Simcoe front, the township 

received a big flux of settlers 

in 1846-7. These newcomers 

were from the Hebrides Is-

lands off the west coast of 

Scotland, Argyllshire and 

Inverness. They were forced 

out by overpopulation, famine 

and enclosures by landowners 

which displaced small farmers 

(called crofters) for more 

profitable sheep raising. They 

were joined by isolated 

groups of Irish Catholics. 

Many of the new arrivals 

were Roman Catholics and at 

least 2 Catholic Churches 

were set up in the township. 

There were so many McDon-

alds in the area, that they 

needed nicknames to tell them 

apart. The McKenzie and 

McKinnon clans also had the 

same issues! 

Mara Township has 4 small 

communities in its borders: 

Gamebridge, Brechin, Udney 

and Uptergrove. None of 

these villages ever grew into 

sizeable communities; they 

were just too close to Orillia 

in the north and Beaverton 

and Cannington in the south. 

Mara derives from either the 

Spanish word for sea or from 

a biblical character from the 

Book of Exodus. The farm-

land along the shore of Lake 

Simcoe is quite fertile, but it 

declines into thin limestone 

the further away from the 

Lake you go. But this did not 

stop the early settlers and later 

waves of pioneers flooded 

east from the Lake into Victo-

ria County.  

The largest hamlet was 

Brechin in the south of the 

township. The first business 

was set up Pat Foley who called 

the community Brechin after his 

wife's birthplace, the Scottish 

hamlet of Brechin near Edenbor-

ough. While Brechin was on an 

eligible mill site, it grew up 

along the Centre Road that ran 

from Whitby to Orillia. Today 

this road is the very busy High-

way # 12. Brechin was a shop-

ping centre that supplied goods 

and services to the surrounding 

farm community. The Midland 

Railway arrived in Brechin in the 

1860s and supplied access to 

supplied access to the outside 

world for the community. This 

railway line is still in operation, 

unlike most other railways in the 

area. The railway quickly dis-

placed the road and steamboat 

service as the main transporta-

tion device and Brechin flour-

ished because it had a railway 

stop. 

Brechin was not actually touch-

ing the shores of Lake Simcoe, 

that the area drew number of 

tourists to the vacation nearby. 

In later years, a large retirement 

town called Lagoon City was 

built along the shoreline near 

Brechin, and the population in 

this subdivision eventually out-

numbered the 

village of 

Brechin.  

The earliest set-

tlers had to haul 

their grist all the 

way to Holland 

Landing by boat. 

Later a mill at 

Beaverton short-

ened the trip until 

local grist mills 

were set up. But 

Mara did not 

have an abun-

dance of water 

falls and steam 

was often used. 

In pioneer 

Brechin, the 

mail was only 

delivered 1 day 

a week until 

the Centre 

Road arrived. 

A stage carried 

passengers 

from Whitby 

to Orillia until 

replaced by 

steam train in 

the 1870s.  
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Another mystery solved! We know 

the IB&O Railway had a trestle 

over the Burnt River at Howland 

Junction. The Irondale, Bancroft & 

Ottawa line left Howland Junction, 

crossed the Burnt River going east 

and ran in an easterly line towards 

Furnace Falls hugging the south 

bank of the Irondale branch of the 

Burnt River. The land along the 

valley of the Burnt was the most 

level route in the area. On each 

side of the Burnt River the land 

became more rugged and tougher 

to run a railway line. Hence the 

IB&O line hugged the river bank 

as close as possible.  

The IB&O railway was built on top 

of a previous works: the Myles 

Branch Tramway. A tramway was 

a road bed designed to take mining 

ore carts. These carts could be 

hauled by small steam engines or 

most likely horses in this case. 

Since the carts were much, much 

smaller and lighter than any steam 

train, the roadway was much small-

er and not up to handling large 

loads. The Myles tramway was 

completed from Howland Junction 

(then called Myles Junction) to the 

Victoria Iron Mine several miles 

east of Furnace Falls by 1879. The 

story of the Myles Tramway will 

be told in a later Gazette, 

The Tramway did have a bridge 

over the Burnt River at the future 

site of the IB&O Bridge, but no 

images survive. When the IB&O 

line was chartered, it bought out 

the existing tramway works and 

IB and O Mystery Solved 
improved the roadway to 

handle a train. The im-

provements included a 

much larger and more sub-

stantial bridge over the 

Burnt right at the tramway 

bridge. No doubt the Myles 

Bridge was demolished and 

a bridge capable of han-

dling a much heavier train 

load was built at the site.  

This bridge featured stone 

embankments on both 

shores. These building 

stone blocks were quarried 

at Burnt River and trained 

north to Howland Junction. 

Once the foundation on 

each shore was complete, 

an iron truss bridge capable 

of holding the loads 

spanned the Burnt River. 

This is most certainly the 

bridge pictured in these two 

photos. When the IB&O 

was decommissioned in 

1959, the bridge was sal-

vaged for scrap.  

Today, all that is left of the 

IB&O bridge at Howland 

Junction is the stone piers 

on each bank of the river. 

No image of the complete 

bridge survivedéuntil 

now. We now have two 

images of this long van-

ished historical site.  

Clockwise 

from left: the 

remnants of 

the bridge as 

it is today; 

the IB&O 

daily express 

train crosses 

the bridge; 

the bridge 

looking up-

river 
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7 Closings and an Opening 

October is the month when many businesses 

and individuals prepare for the onset of win-

ter. Thanksgiving usually is the traditional 

weekend when many cottages are closed for 

the winter season. It also spells the closing 

of many seasonal businesses. Closed be-

comes a common poster at various sites. 

The Gazette has prepared a collage of clo-

sures to acknowledge this fact. But in an 

exception to the rule, the Northwood Res-

taurant at Union Creek will be opening on 

December 1!  Itôs not all doom and gloom. 

Stay tuned for more details. 

 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

A Kinmount tradition passed into the pages 

of History on October 28 when the Kin-

mount Timbr Mart closed for good. A lum-

ber-related business had operated from that 

site since 1880. It was originally the site of 

the Mills Sawmill which produced lumber, 

railway ties, shingles and other wood prod-

ucts. The mill site was ideally placed on a 

bend of the Burnt River with the Victoria 

Railway and the Bobcaygeon Road on the 

other side. A special railway siding was 

extended across the Road to enable box 

cars access right to the mill. The Mills Mill 

was one of a number of large mils along the 

bank of the Burnt River right in 

town. The mill was operated by 

steam engine.  

In 1886 the mill burnt down. It was rebuilt 

and carried on for many years. It is not clear 

how large the operation was, how many 

men worked there or what the buildings 

looked like. By the 1930s the lumber busi-

ness in Kinmount was reduced to one 

sawmill (Austin Mill) and the site was like-

ly abandoned. In the 1940s the Phillips 

Brothers established a lumber business in 

Kinmount and located on the old Mills site. 

They had a sawmill south of the village on 

Highway 121 and used the town plot as a 

planning mill and storage yard.  

Over the years the Kinmount location 

changed into a lumber yard for retail. The 

Phillips Lumber Company became a --------

---, then affiliated with the Cashway chain 

before being bought out by Rokeby Lumber 

from Bobcaygeon. The lumber business also 

changed adding a full scale hardware line as 

well as paint, tools and multiple items too 

numerous to mention. The ownership 

changed hands several times over the next 

few years until the final act in October 

2016.  

For the full story of the Phillips Lumber 

Company see the Kinmount Gazette Volume 

1, Issue 15 online at kinmount.ca. 

TimbrMart Closes Its Doors 
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NOVEMBER  HIGH FIVE CLUB 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Lynne Kilby, Amelia Austin, Tiffany Snoddon, Tyler Crego  

Corey Callaghan, Jonathan Hartin, Carson Jones, Tom Day 

 Christine Ferren, Owen Callaghan, Mary Downer, Jonathan Hockey 

Michelle Lowe, John Lee, Colton Hill, John Windrum,  

Liam Dunlop, Steve Dunlop, Kristy Barkwell 

Michelle Barkwell, Donnie Graham, Abigail Cloutier 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Cindy & Rick Watson 

Give Your High Five by Friday Nov. 18,  for the December edition 

kinmountgazette@hotmail.com 

Around The Fire Hall by Susan L. Dier 

fact sheet from Fire Prevention 

Canada about Fire Safety for 

Seniorôs 

The two leading causes of fire 

deaths and injuries among older 

adults are smoking materials 

and the misuse of portable space 

heaters. 

TIPS TO REMEMBER: 
Smokers should have a desig-

nated area away from uphol-

stered materials, such as the 

kitchen table. 

Never smoke in bed while read-

ing ï it is too easy to fall asleep 

and print materials are highly 

flammable. 

Sleep with the bedroom door 

closed in order to provide more 

time to escape if a fire occurs. 

Keep space heaters well-

ventilated and at least three feet 

away from flammable materials. 

Unplug space heaters when not 

in use. 

Extension cords are for tempo-

rary use only and should not be 

used with a space heater or elec-

tric blanket. 

Never run electrical cords under 

a carpet or rug. 

SMOKE ALARMS CAN 

SAVE YOUR LIFE! 
Smoke alarms are inexpensive 

and easy to install. 

Ensure there is a working 

smoke alarm on every floor of 

the home and outside every 

sleeping area. 

Have a friend or relative test 

your smoke alarm while you are 

asleep to ensure you can hear it. 

Once a month, test the battery 

by pressing the test button. 

Twice a year, change the bat-

tery. 

To clean the smoke alarm, open 

the cover and gently vacuum the 

unit with a soft brush attach-

ment. 

Replace smoke alarms if they 

are more than 10 years old. 

FIRE ESCAPE PLANNING 

SAVES LIVES: 
Develop and practice a fire es-

cape plan. Be sure to include all 

hallways and stairs. 

Know: (1) two ways out of eve-

ry room (2) how to escape from 

all levels of your home. 

Ensure all doors and windows 

can be unlocked or opened. 

IN CASE OF FIRE ï GET 

OUT AND STAY OUT ï 

NEVER GO BACK INTO A 

BURNING BUILDING: 
Crawl low near the floor to the 

nearest exit maintaining contact 

with the wall. 

Test the door by feeling it with 

the back of your hand. If it is 

hot, do not open. Use an alterna-

tive route. 

If the door and knob are cool, 

stay low with your shoulder 

against the door while opening 

slowly, turning your face away 

from the door as you open it. Be 

ready to close the door if smoke 

and heat rush in. 

If trapped, put as many closed 

doors as possible between you 

and the fire, and seal all cracks in 

doors and windows with towels 

or bedding, wet towels or bed-

ding if possible. 

If your clothing catches fire, stop 

where you are, drop to the 

ground and cover your face with 

your hands while rolling back-

and-forth to put out the flames. 

First, I would like to welcome 

my parents, Lloyd and Alison 

Heacock to Kinmount! Tim 

and I have been here for 15 

years, and now my parents 

have purchased their home, the 

former Quilters Inn on Hunter 

Street! Welcome Mom and 

Dad!  

CKL Fire and Rescue Station 

18 Kinmount, would like to 

congratulate Robynne Kilby for 

winning the Fire Prevention 

Draw. The challenge was to 

take a selfie checking the date 

on your smoke alarm (Donôt 

Wait-Check the Date and Re-

place Smoke Alarms Every 10 

Years).  Robynne won a new 

smoke alarm!  

We were pleased to have the 

Kinmount1st Spark, Brownie, 

Guide Unit come to the Fire 

Hall for a visit, they participat-

ed and asked some great ques-

tions. While there, the girls 

learned how to Stop Drop and 

Roll, they watched a firefighter 

suit up, had a snack, sprayed 

some water and received Fire 

Prevention bags full of good-

ies! They also received Sparky 

Jr. Firefighter certificates. It 

was great having you girls! 

My favourite thing to talk 

about.......SAFETEY!  

November 6-12 is National 

Senior Safety Week in Canada. 

I wanted to share with you a 

Robynne 

Kilby won 

a new 

smoke 

alarm in 

the Fire 

Prevention 

Draw. 

Join the fun at KINMOUNT PLAYSCHOOL  10 am - noon  

Tuesdays & Thursdays at Kinmount Community Centre  
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The Galwegians 
course meal. The diners pay 

around $10.00 for these meals. 

 

On Tuesday, September 20th, the 

volunteers at the Galway Hall were 

pleased to provide a roast beef 

dinner with all the fixings for the 

diners. It was a pleasant day and 

because the Galway volunteers are 

known to serve a delicious meal, 

some people drove themselves and 

others came on the chartered bus. 

There were 66 seniors altogether. 

One of the diners obligingly sang 

some old songs as entertainment. 

 

Instead of charging Community 

Care for the meal, the volunteers 

from the Galway Hall give the 

money ($660.00 this year) back to 

Community Care as a donation 

from our community. The Galway 

Hall has done this each year now 

for several years and the Hall con-

tinues to look forward to providing 

this same service in the future. 

VOLUME 9 IS HERE!  
 

 

Thank you to our Volume 9 Patrons 

 Marjorie Paradis 

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  

on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 8  

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

The current volunteer members of 

the Galway Hall Board successfully 

completed the Food Handler Course 

put on by the Peterborough Public 

Health Unit. This was an all day 

course held in Lakefield on Septem-

ber 30th. Congratulations! 

 

The annual Turkey Supper is Satur-

day, November 5th at the Galway 

Hall from 4:30 p.m. until 7 p.m. 

  

The Galway Hallôs Annual General 

Meeting will take place at the Hall 

on Thursday, November 17th at 7 

p.m.  Anyone is invited to attend this 

meeting. The AGM is an opportunity 

to look back at the activities of our 

Hall during 2016, and to plan for 

2017.  

 

Each month, the Diners Club, spon-

sored by the Greater Harvey Com-

munity Care, which takes in all of 

the Municipality of Trent Lakes, is 

treated to a noon meal. Sometimes it 

is as lunch but usually it is a full-

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent? 

Are you interested in retailing your creations? 

KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE  
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre  

705-488-2938 
Check us out on Facebook!  

Need help getting ready for Christmas? 

References Available 

The Silver Lake 

Cemetery is all 

that is left of the 

settlement of 

Silver Lake.   

 

For more history 

of this area see 

pages 14-15 of 

this Gazette 



Last monthôs Spot the Shot:  Along 

Flintrock Road. Photo submitted by 

Diane Haggert. 

 

 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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Hi Again everyone.  I received a lot 

of comments about the seasonal 

quotes I included in my August col-

umn, so I thought November might 

be another month wrought with 

change that is well-reflected in the 

form of a good quoteé 

Here are some of my favourites... 

The month of November makes me 

feel that life is passing more quickly. 

In an effort to slow it down, I try to 

fill the hours more meaningful-

ly. Henry Rollins 

November is auspicious in so many 

parts of the country: the rice harvest 

is already in, the weather starts to 

cool, and the festive glow which pre-

cedes Christmas has began to bright-

en the landscape. F. Sionil Jose 

There comes a time when people get 

tired of being pushed out of the glit-

tering sunlight of life's July and left 

standing amid the piercing chill of an 

alpine November. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 
ñOctober extinguished itself in a rush 

of howling winds and driving rain 

and November arrived, cold as frozen 

iron, with hard frosts every morning 

and icy drafts that bit at 

exposed hands and fac-

es.ò  J.K. Rowling 

ñBut there is always a November 

space after the leaves have fallen 

when she felt it was almost inde-

cent to intrude on the woods...for 

their glory terrestrial had depart-

ed and their glory celestial of spir-

it and purity and whiteness had 

not yet come upon them.ò  L.M. 

Montgomery 

ñNovember always seemed to me 

the Norway of the year.ò  Emily 

Dickinson 

ñIn November, the trees are stand-

ing all sticks and bones. Without 

their leaves, how lovely they are, 

spreading their arms like dancers. 

They know it is time to be 

still.ò  Cynthia Rylant 

So there we are... feeling inspired? 

On another, very important note - 

donôt forget the November 

11th ceremonies in Burnt River and 

Kinmount - itôs a wonderful way 

to pay tribute to those who fought 

to ensure our freedoms. 

Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 

 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 
$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 

  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705 - 488 - 2282 or email: hgbrauer@sympatico.ca  

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 6  $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 


