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Friends and Neighbours: Dwight 
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The hamlet of Dwight is 
found at the north end of Lake 
of Bays. This huge lake is 
aptly named for its many in-
lets, bays and islands. The 
Lake of Bays is on the Mus-
koka River system, which 
stretches far into Algonquin 
Parks and the townships to the 
north. The earliest industry 
was the logging industry, with 
massive drives moving 
through the lakes. But in the 
early days of settlement 
(1870s), farms were laid out 
on suitable land along the 
shore. The first of these set-
tlers was Edmund Gouldie 
who arrived via Dorset and 
the Bobcaygeon Road in 
1871. 
Dwight should have been 
named Gouldie after the origi-
nal settlers. But in the 1880s, 
H.P. Dwight, manager of the 
Great North Western Tele-
graph Company, established a 
hunt camp in the area. To 
keep in touch (and spend 
more time at the camp), he 
ran a telegraph line to the 
Gouldie house and even 
trained one of the family in 
Morse code! When a tele-
graph arrived, word was 
spread to get the message at 
Dwightôs Telegraph. Thus the 
community name was short-
ened to Dwight and that be-
came the postal name (1885). 
The Dwight-Wiman Hunt 
Club was labeled the oldest 
Hunt Club in America in the 
later years.  
Despite the fact a road ran 
through the hamlet from 
Huntsville to Algonquin Park 
and the Bobcaygeon Road 
was extended to the hamlet 
from Dorset by the late 1870s, 
transportation was difficult 
and sawmills in the area could 
not access outside markets. A 
steamer service was initiated 
along the Lake of Bays, but it 
could not reach Hunstville 
without loading and unload-
ing. The railways also missed 
the area. So Dwight depended 
on log drives and later tour-
ism for its economy. The lo-
cal reputation for natural 

beauty was well documented. An 
early settler in the 1870s wrote ñI 
thought I had reached the jumping 
off spot of creation. The beauty 
was absolutely divine, beyond the 
power of brush or pen to express. 
It was to be shared.ò 
In the ñGolden Age of Re-
sortsò (1900-1939), numerous 
large and luxurious lodges and 
resorts were built all around Lake 
of Bays. These included the Big-
win Inn, Gouldie House, Pine 
Grove Inn and the Hotel Britan-
nia. These lodges were linked by 
steam boat to railways or roads 
from the outside world. After Al-
gonquin Park was created in 1888, 
Dwight became a jump off spot or 
the western gate to the Park. But 
access was gained by water or the 
Ottawa-Pembroke & Parry Sound 
Railway only until the 1930s. As 
part of its public works program 
during the Depression, roads were 
built and rebuilt all throughout the 
province. By 1937 Highway #60 
was complete through Dwight 
into the Park and across to Whit-
ney on the east side.  
The through road truly made 
Dwight a gateway to the Park. 
Dwight boomed as a (summer) 
jump-off spot for travelers. The 
businesses included 5 gas stations, 
7 restaurants, 2 grocery stores, 5 
lodges, 2 ice cream parlours, and 
2 marinas. Oh yes, Dwight also 
boasted a library, a school and a 
dance at the community centre 
every Friday night! Even today, 
Dwight is still the ñwest gateò for 
Algonquin Park and a bustling 
tourist town in the summer sea-
son.  

   Kinmount Events  

Twitter! 
@kinmount 

From the top: Pine Grove Inn; Britannia House; Dwight 
Beach; Dwight Village 
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Rythmfoot plays Christmas Music Night 
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705-488-3294  
 

PROPANE 
SERVICES 

 
WETT 
Certified 

 

        CHARLIE CAMERON   

Heating & Cooling 
Sales - Service - Installation - Inspection 
Oil, Propane & Gas Furnaces & Appliances 
Air Conditioning, Water Pumps, Etc. 

Excellent Prices on Double Bottom Oil Tanks 

            
(705) 928-0334    Coboconk, On 

 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  
Kinmount Gazette! 

 

Galway Hall welcomes Rhythmfoot 
Sat. Dec. 9 at 7 pm. The evening is 
the grand finale to Kinmountôs 
Christmas in the Village. But what 
exactly is Rhythmfoot? Rhythmfoot 
is just that...rhythm through music, 
dance & song. A pairing of drums & 
rhythmic stepdancing is the norm in 
the household of Frank & Chanda 
Leahy from Orangeville ON. Frank 
is a musician & drummer of the 
band ñLeahyò. Chanda is a Canadian 
champion dancer & operates Chan-

daôs School of Dance, 
teaching mainly Canadian 
Stepdancing & Clogging. 
With their love of music & 
dance, it was only natural 
to pass it on to their 6 chil-
dren. Through music, 
dance & song, they enjoy 
performing for fairs,  festi-
vals & community events 
across Ontario. 
 

Experience Christmas rhythm.  Experience exquisite desserts & a 
Christmas Loonie Auction too! Tickets $15. Call 705 488 2635  

The Peterborough Branch of The 
Taoist Tai Chi Society held a class 
that included participants from its 
Peterborough, Minden, Lindsay, 
Kinmount, Haliburton and Carnar-
von locations. Over 40 men and 
women took part in this special 
class at the Galway Community 
Centre just south of Kinmount. 
Regular weekly classes are held in 
each of these locations: Carnar-
von Zion United Church on Tues-
days & Fridays 10am to noon: Hal-
iburton United Church Mondays 
9:30-11 am & Thursdays 10am to 
noon;  Kinmount at the Galway 
Community Centre on Mondays & 
Thursdays 10am to 
noon; Maynooth on Wednesdays 7 
to 8:30pm; Minden at St. Paulôs 

Taoist Tai Chi Society fills Galway Hall 

Anglican Church on Mondays & 
Thursdays 7 to 8:30pm; and Wil-
berforce at the Lloyd Watson 
Centre on Wednesdays 2 to 4 pm. 
Health Recovery Classes are held 
in Haliburton on Mondays 11am to 
12:30pm. 
 
Are you curious about Tai Chi? 
Always wondered whether youôd 
like it? Always wanted to give it a 
try? Try a class at no cost. You are 
most welcome to come to any class 
and get answers to your questions. 
For more information call Wilma 
at 705 457-5829. 

Tai Chi classes are 
held in Kinmount 
on Mondays & 
Thursdays 10 am to 
noon at Galway 
Hall. Try a class at 
no cost! 
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Algonquin Park 

The oldest (and most famous) of Ontarioôs 
excellent system of parks is Algonquin Pro-
vincial Park. This park was created by act of 
government in 1893. At its beginning, it 
was much smaller than it is today. Several 
additions have been made over the years. 
Today the park consists of 2,955 sq miles 
and encompasses 39 townships (33 entire 
townships and 6 part townships). The rea-
son for the creation of such a park was to 
reconcile the interests of loggers, home-
steaders and conservationists who were 
starting to clash in the northern regions of 
the Ottawa-Huron Tract. This huge tract of 
land was the last unoccupied region of 
southern Ontario. It comprised the unor-
ganized (and unoccupied) land laying in a 
huge swathe stretching from the Ottawa 
River in the east to Lake Huron in the west 
and bordered by Lake Nipissing/French 
River to the north and the edge of the Cana-
dian Shield in the south. In our area, this 
meant the lands to the north of the Kawartha 
Lakes. Settlement in this huge area (over 
100 townships!) had remained stalled. Only 
in the 1850s did surveyors go into the Tract 
to lay out townships for settlement. This 
unleashed a land rush in the in the 1860s 
and 1870s as settlers and lumbermen flood-
ed in from the south and east.  
The Ottawa-Huron Tract was designated to 
be filled with agricultural settlement. The 
whole point was to open up land to surplus 
farmers from southern Ontario so these land
-hungry locals (and new immigrants) could 
find farms. This plan failed. The Tract was 
not prime farm country. The lumbermen, on 
the other hand, knew the Tract was timber-
country. All they needed was access. And 
this was gained by a series of colonization 
roads built during this era to open up the 
Tract. The pioneers gallantly pushed into 
the Tract, but agricultural settlement stalled 
in the face of poor land. By 1893, there 
were still not actual farm pioneers in the 
future Park. Even free land was not going to 
make the Park farm-country. 
On the other hand, the lumberman were 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

having a field day. They were busy harvest-
ing pine, and leaving a mess in their wake. 
The last stands of untouched, native forest 
were disappearing from Ontario. This left 
the small but growing conservationist and 
tourism industries concerned. The once 
vast forests of southern Ontario were fast 
disappearing. Forward-thinking groups 
began to lobby for a conservation park, if 
such a thing was around during this era. 
The Government of Ontario decided to act. 
A large area in the centre of the Tract was 
basically unoccupied in 1893. Except for 
lumber licenses and a few active operations 
on the fringes. The moment was now to 
control this last region of unspoiled Ontar-
io. The Government act creating the park 
stated: ñthis tract of land was to be set apart 
as a public park, health resort and pleasure 
ground for the benefit , advantage and en-
joyment of all the people of the province.ò 
Another statement about forestry read ñthe 
experience of older countries has shown 
that the wholesale and indiscriminate 
slaughter of forests brings a host of evils in 
its train.ò Despite this statement, logging 
continued in the Park and still does today. 
The emphasis on forestry switched from 
ñindiscriminate slaughterò to ñcontrolled 
cuttingò.  
Park rangers were hired to patrol the park 
boundaries, enforce wildlife laws, control 
trapping and fight forest fires. A few set-
tlers who were within the boundaries 
(mostly on the east side) were removed. 
Native Canadians were forbidden from 
hunting or trapping. But for all its role as a 
nature preserve, the Park was painfully 
difficult to access. There were no roads to 
or through the Park. Access for the tourist 
or sportsman was gained by entering by 
canoe or by foot from outside areas. Basi-
cally is was inaccessible for all but the 
most determined naturalist. Mother Nature 
in all her splendor was more easily appreci-
ated in the more settled areas surrounding 
the Park.  
Despite all these controls, economic activi-

ty in the Park continued. Previous lum-
ber cutting licenses were honoured and 
some new ones sold. In 1896, the first 
access route into the Park was the Otta-
wa, Arnprior and Parry Sound Railway 
traversed the Park. It was built by lum-
ber baron J R Booth to exploit his limits 
in the Park. Now both the lumbermen 
and the public had access! A station was 
built in the centre of Park and named 
Algonquin Station. A resort hotel called 
the Highland Inn was built at this central 
site and the Park Headquarters moved 
here to access the rail link. Short term 
leases were granted for cottages and 
lodges, mostly in the vicinity of the rail-
way corridor. The government of the 
day attempted to have the Park pay for 
itself via these leases.  
Further to the west, a sawmill complex 
was built (1893) on Canoe Lake and the 
mill village of Mowat was founded. At 
its height, this village contained 600 
residents and was operated by the Gil-
mour Lumber Company who had bought 
extensive cutting rights in the Park. This 
famous lumber company had tried to 
drive their logs to their mill at Trenton, 
but failing to do so profitably, moved 
the mill to the logs. This was only possi-
ble after the railway passed through the 
Park. The Gilmour mill at Mowat closed 
in 1900 and the better-built structures 
were transformed to accommodations 
for tourists.  
The most famous of these tourists was 
painter Tom Thompson, who likely did 
more to promote the natural beauty of 
the Park than all the government adver-
tising!  
By 1959, the age of the railway was 
over, and this famous access route 
through the Park was abandoned! Dur-
ing the Great Depression of the 1930s, 
the Government of Ontario began a 
works program 

Continued pg. 6 
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The Galwegians 

ing and could make a couple of 
pies for dessert at our turkey 
supper. Maybe, you like the 
organizational aspect of volun-
teering and would consider a 
position on the Board. The Hall 
Board meets only four times a 
year plus the AGM. Being part 
of a team might interest you. 
The food preparation for the 
suppers brings neighbours and 
friends together. Usually, the 
time involved is the day before 
and the day of the event. Some 
people enjoy serving the food. 
Others prefer the óbehind the 
sceneô duties of washing dishes 
and cleaning up. Seriously con-
sider becoming a volunteer at 
the Galway Hall. 
There are just two major fund-
raising events for the Galway 
Hall. One is the Strawberry 
Supper which is held on the first 
Saturday in July. The second 
event is the Turkey Supper 
which is held on the first Satur-
day in November. For 20+ 
years, the Galway Hall has pro-
vided the meal for the Kin-
mount Committee for Planning 
and Economic Developmentôs 
annual Dinner/Auction. The 
Galway hall also provides the 
meal for the local Bursary Fund 
event. With successful fundrais-
ers, the Galway Hall has been 
able to donate the cost of the 
dinner to this organization, thus 
helping local students (that 
qualify) a chance to pursue post
-secondary opportunities. 
 
Please make an effort to attend 
the AGM on November 16th! 
Help our Hall so that our Hall 
can continue to help the Galway 
and area community. 

On Friday, October 13th, 11 
ófriendsô of Galway took part in 
the ñAmazing Galway Road 
Tourò. A good time was had by 
all. Due to the óiffyô weather, 
the picnic lunch scheduled for 
Whiteôs Beach was enjoyed at 
the Galway Hall prior to em-
barking on the road trip. Partic-
ipants had a couple of extra 
bonuses on the tour. One was a 
visit to Buckley Falls, courtesy 
of Robert Allen. The other was 
the sighting of a couple of 
white-tailed deer. 
Speaking of wildlife, a great 
grey owl was seen at the inter-
section of East Clear Bay and 
West Clear Bay Road. A video 
was posted online of four otters 
swimming and playing on 
Clear Bay. A monarch butterfly 
was seen on October 22nd. 
There have been several sight-
ings of moose on both the Gal-
way Road and the Crystal Lake 
Road. On the ódownsideô of 
recent sightings, zebra mussels 
have appeared in Crystal Lake. 
This is the first year of finding 
them in the lake. 
The Galway Hallôs Annual 
General Meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, November 16th at 
7 p.m. The Hall Board wants 
input from all interested Gal-
wegians as to the future plans 
and directions for our Hall. 
Although our dedicated volun-
teers are aging gracefully, the 
fact remains that our helpers 
are getting older. For the Gal-
way Hall to remain as the cen-
tre of our community, local 
residents need to continue to 
support the fundraising efforts 
of the Hall and, of course, 
choose to become a volunteer. 
Volunteering at the Galway 
Hall can take on many different 
looks. Perhaps you enjoy bak-

On October 20, FOG 
held its first Road Tour 
of Galway Township. 
One stop was the bridge 
over Buckleyôs Creek. 
Impressive & unknown!  

   Follow Kinmount Village News on Facebook 
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Algonquin Park, continued from p. 4 

laid out away from the highway 
and into the ñinteriorò. Canoes 
routes were laid out and back-
country trips joined corridor camp-
ing as popular past times.  
The cottages, never numerous, are 
largely gone; when their leases 
expired, so did they. A few lodges 
are still in operation, but by far the 
largest use of the Park today is 
camping. Besides being a commer-
cial route, Highway 60 is travelled 
by large numbers of day-trippers; 
driving through the Park, soaking 
in the scenery and hoping for a 
wild-life experience. Fall leaf-
viewing tours are also popular.  
Algonquin Park has become fa-
mous world-wide. A tourist survey 
of visitors to Ontario listed the 
following 4 must-see sites: Niagara 
Falls, CN Tower, Parliament Hill 
and Algonquin Park. The Park is 
emblematic of unspoiled Natural 
Ontario. It represents the way On-
tario used to be, a link to past ages 
where the grandeur of Mother Na-
ture still hold court.  
 
Picnicking in Algonquin Park 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

VOLUME 10 IS HERE! 
 
 

Thank you to our Volume 10 Patrons 

 In Loving Memory of Ed Alwyn 
The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  
produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  
on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 10 

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 
P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  
Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

 

to rebuild and improve the system 
of public highways. Highway 60 
from Huntsville was rebuilt and an 
extension through the Park built to 
link the east and west entrances. 
This Highway 60 corridor relocated 
the Park access away from the old 
railway line to the highway access. 
Today this highway feeds all the 
access points in the south end of the 
Park. Besides being the entrance to 
Algonquin Park, it is one of only 3 
through roads running through the 
Ottawa-Huron Tract. The other 2 
are Highway #118 from Brace-
bridge to Bancroft and the old 
Monck Road which links Orillia 
with Bancroft through Kinmount, 
and even these 2 routes share a sec-
tion from Tory Hill to Bancroft! 
Several years ago a major crash 
destroyed a key bridge on highway 
60 in the Park, closing the highway 
for several months! The traffic 
through Kinmount was noticeably 
heavier!  
In the era after WW II, use of Al-
gonquin Park increased dramatical-
ly. The new road made access 
much easier, opening the Park for 
both day drives and camping. The 
earliest camping involved tents, but 
as the years passed, recreational 
trailers became more common. 
Huge trailer parks were set up 
along the corridor. More trails were 

References Available 

 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 14 

      Leaves Legion 9 am - Return 4 pm 
$5 includes lunch - 705-488-2669 to reserve 

BUS TRIP 



Last monthôs Spot the Shot:   
Swimming fun in the Burnt River at 
the beach behind Kinmount Fish & 
Chips.  
 
 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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Hello to each of you this Novem-
ber day...  I thought it might be a 
good idea to focus on the 11th day 
of November this month to ensure 
we never fail to remember the ef-
fort and sacrifice those who have 
gone before us have given.  In this 
uneasy world we live in right now, 
it seems even more vital to remind 
ourselves of this.  Here are some of 
my favourite quotes that relate to 
Remembrance Day... 
ñTo live in hearts we leave behind 
is not to die.ò 
Thomas Campbell 
"They shall grow not old, as we 
that are left grow old: Age shall 
not weary them, nor the years con-
demn. At the going down of the 
sun and in the morning, We will 
remember them." 
Laurence Binyon 
ñThe living owe it to those who no 
longer can speak to tell their story 
for them.ò 
Czeslaw Milosz 
"The more we sweat in peace the 
less we bleed in war." 

Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit 
"How important it is for 
us to recognize and cele-
brate our heroes and she-roes." 
"When you go home, tell them of 
us and say, for their tomorrow we 
gave our today." 
John Maxwell Edmonds 
"The legacy of heroes is the 
memory of a great name and the 
inheritance of a great example." 
Benjamin Disraeli 
"You remember only what you 
want to remember. You know only 
what your heart allows you to 
know." 
Amy Tan 
 
 

Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 

 

705-488-2266 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 

 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 

$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 
  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
705 - 488 - 2282 or email: ybrauer@bell.net 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 9 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

Canada Remembers Vimy. 
Commemorative Pure Silver 
Coins are available for $19.95 
at mint.ca. Free shipping.  
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locations. Kinmount became one of 
those central locations along with 
Burnt River and Norland. Dongola 
School (SS # 6 Somerville) was the 
first to bus the remaining students to 
Kinmount School. Union Creek 
School (USS # 2 Galway & Somer-
ville) and Irondale School (SS #  
Snowdon) followed. Schools were 
still operated by township boards, 
and county boundaries were not an 
issue at the time.  
The Era of the Iron Horse ended 
after the War. The Great IB&O was 
the first of the two local railways to 
cease operation. In 1959, this leg-
endary railway made is symbolic 
ñlast tripò between Howland Junc-
tion and Bancroft, passing graceful-
ly into local legend. The rails were 
removed and, unfortunately, the 
right of way sold to landowners. In 
1979 the Victoria Railway line was 
closed. The official excuse was a 
wash out along the line at Blackôs 
Rock just north of Kinmount. But 
the real reason was lack of business. 
Railways were obsolete in rural are-
as. Local politicians journeyed to 
Queenôs Park to protest the closing. 
Before they made their pitch to the 
Transportation Minister, they were 
asked how they arrived. They re-
plied by car and thus the matter was 
settled before it was started. In 1982 
the rails and ties were ripped up and 
salvaged. Fortunately, the trestles 
were left in place. The Counties of 
Haliburton and Victoria purchased 
the right of way from CN and even-
tually turned the line into a valuable 
recreation corridor. The railway 
station was restored and converted 
into a museum and tourist infor-
mation centre, after first serving the 
local senior citizens club.  
Another piece of history took a hit 
with the closure of the Austin 
Sawmill in the 1970s. It was the last 
remaining mill in town. Where once 
6 mills flanked the banks of the 
Burnt River,  

Veterans returning to Kinmount 
after World War II found a very 
different community. The old 
main street had been swept away 
by the Great Fire of 1942. Only 
about half the businesses were 
replaced, and the whole village 
seemed different. Gone were the 
visible links with the past. The 
new order was uncertain and ten-
uous. Changes were happening 
everywhere; some good, some 
bad, others yet to judged. 
The Kinmount Branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion was 
chartered in the 1946. It was 
numbered Branch # 441 and 
called the John McGrath Branch 
after the first Kinmount soldier 
killed in World War II. The old 
school house (then used for apart-
ments) was purchased and con-
verted into a Legion Hall. It was 
a start, but better accommoda-
tions were needed and the present 
Legion structure was erected on 
the current site by 1957. 
The iron bridge across the Burnt 
River was really showing its age 
by the 1950s. As traffic on the 
local highways increased during 
the post war era, a new bridge 
was necessary on this important 
road junction used by two high-
ways. When a pedestrian ñfell 
throughò the bridge onto the ice 
one winter, it was clearly time for 
a new structure. By 1957, the 
current steel and concrete struc-
ture was officially opened with 
ceremony and pomp. After all, 
the bridge was the reason Kin-
mount village was here in the 
first place! This bridge is still in 
place, and while repaired or over-
hauled several times, still carries 
traffic over the Burnt as it has 
since 1858! 
The old two-story school house 
had towered over the village for 
50 years until a new school re-
placed it in 1956. The new school 
was opened in 1958 across town 
on Wilsonôs Hill. It served the 
village until 1992 when it was 
closed and the students bussed to 
Coboconk to the new Ridgewood 
district school. In the mid 1960s, 
the government of Ontario began 
to phase out all the rural one-
room schools in favour of bus-
sing the students to more central 

 
 
 

 

LLOYDôS Driveway Sealing 
Driveway Sealing & Crack Repairs 

Small Parking Lots 
Kawartha Lakes & Surrounding Area 

Lloyd Heacock 
705-879-2619 
lloyd250yz@yahoo.com 

705 286-0808 
Debbie Calvert 

50 Newcastle St 

Minden, Ont 

K0M 2K0  

11 am - 1 pm St. James Anglican Church 

1st 
Tuesday 
Monthly 
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10:30 am - 1:30 pm 

Upper Room 

Community Centre 

Sponsored by K.C.P.E.D. 

 

CRAFTS 

Saturday Dec. 9  8:30 - 11 am  

ST. JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH   
Sponsored by Kinmount Lions Club 

 

Santa at Legion  
Meet 2 pm at Post Office  
Follow Santa to Legion   

Free Family Lunch   
Gifts for kids 10 & under 

Horse Drawn 
Wagon Rides 
Start 12:30 pm  
at Train  Station 

SAT. 
DEC. 
9 

 
 

Saturday December 2,  10 am - 1 pm 
ST. JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH 

KIDS ONLY 

Kidsô Corner   

Kinmount Sparks, Brownies, and Girl Guides 
pose with scarecrow creations they made to 
decorate town for Thanksgiving.  

Pick up your Colouring Contest entry  
around  town or print at kinmount.ca 

 
 
 
 

Find Kinny at these places Saturday Dec. 9 
                     Free Prize at each spot! 
A Slice of the North  Austin Lumber - Castle Building Centre   
Shop n Save   Kinmount Fish & Chips  
Kinvale Restaurant  Kinmount Artisans Marketplace *Special Prize*  
Kinmount Foodtown  Farmerôs Market Community Centre 
K & T Caf®   Kids Crafts Upper Room at Community Centre 
Kawartha Credit Union Breakfast With Santa St. James Anglican Church 

Sponsored by K.C.P.E.D. & Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 




