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Each fall, in celebration of the harvest the Kin-

mount community gathers to share in two 

down-home Turkey dinners with all the trim-

mings and this year is no different. Enjoy a 

hearty meal with friends and neighbours, re-

view the harvest, the summer and fall weather, 

anticipate what winter will bring and perhaps 

hear a few good stories. And don't forget about 

the delicious desserts! Volunteers are the back-

bone of the success of these events. Everything 

from food donations, to preparation to set up 

and inevitable clean up is all done with the 

helping hands of volunteers. These community 

bonding events are a factor of country life 

steeped in tradition and fond memories.  

Fowl Suppers in Kinmount 

FOWL SUPPERS  
Galway Hall Nov. 4  

Kinmount Legion Nov. 11  

 

Christmas  
Tree Lighting 

Thursday Dec. 7 
Christmas in the Village 

Sat Dec 9 
Free Breakfast with Santa, Farmerõs Market   

Kids Crafts, Wagon Rides, Kinny Elf Hunt 
Free Legion Lunch & Santa Visit  

Christmas Music Night 
  

 

 

Saturday October 7  
Fall Festivities 9 am - 2 pm  

Free Vendor Space at Train Station  

Bring Your Yard Sale!  

Last chance to visit the Model Railway & Museum 

Kinmount Farmer's Market  

Free Gift Basket Draw! Free Cake & Coffee! 

Firefighters Display -  Girl Guide Cookie Sales  

At Kinmount Artisans Marketplace  

10 am - 4 pm  -  Demonstrations -  Trivia Contest -  Prizes!  

Sales Table -  Refreshments  

REMEMBRANCE DAY  

SERVICES  

 

KINMOUNT 

CENOTAPH 

 

 

Sunday Nov. 5  - 11 am 
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Get Results! 

ADVERTISE IN  
THE GAZETTE!  
Rates per issue:  

Business Card Size    $15 
2 x Business Card    $30 
1/4 Page      $40 
1/2 Page      $75 
Full Page    $150  

Tax Included  

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca  
705 - 488 - 2919  

The Gazette is a non profit monthly  

publication produced by volunteers.  

The Gazette depends on advertising & 

donations to remain operating.  

We are grateful for the continuing  

support of area businesses & patrons.   

Do you enjoy the Gazette?  
Send a donation!  

Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED,  

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0 

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.  
Your name will appear in our  

Thank You to Our Patrons Section  

Tax Receipts issued for Donations $25+ 
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Friends and Neighbours: Baysville 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Baysville is located in McLean 

Township, Muskoka District just 

west of Dorset and the Haliburton 

County line. The community is 

located on the famous Lake of 

Bays, named (obviously) for the 

many bays and inlets on this large 

lake. Baysville occupies the spot 

where the South Muskoka River 

exits the lake on its way south. 

This lake receives much of the 

water draining from Algonquin 

Park, mostly via the Oxtongue 

River.  

It was a given that the area was to 

become a major lumbering cen-

tre. Huge log drives pushed down 

the South Muskoka River on their 

way to mills further south at 

Gravenhurst and beyond. A suita-

ble waterfall right in Baysville 

meant the first industry in the 

village was a sawmill. But access 

to markets south were a huge 

drawback until a steamboar con-

nection was established with 

Bracebridge. Even then, most 

logs were still driven down the 

river to sawmills that had a rail-

way access.  

The Lake of Bays itself has over 

170 km of shoreline and has a 

road around it that is 80 kms 

long! There are a number of 

smaller communities along its 

shores including Dorset, Dwight, 

Hillside and Baysville. On the 

south side, Road #117 runs the 

stretch between Bracebridge to 

Baysville and on to Dorset. At the 

north end of the lake, Highway 

60 runs from Huntsville through 

Dwight and on to Algonquin 

Park.  

Farming was not a great profes-

sion in the area. A handful of 

settlers trickled into the Baysville 

area from Bracebridge in the 

1860s after the townships here 

were opened for settlement. Four 

prospective farmers located at 

Baysville in 1868, but only two 

remained after a year! Some 

pockets of good land were locat-

ed along the lake, but these hardy 

pioneers were dependent on the 

lumber trade.  

In the 1890s, the famous Gilmour 

Lumber Company began. The 

Gilmour mill was at Trenton on 

the Trent River: thus timber lim-

its in Algonquin Park were 

drained by the Muskoka River 

system. Gilmours decided to 

build a tramway over the height 

of land just up the lake from 

Baysville near Dorset. The whole 

elaborate scheme actually 

worked, and provided lots of jobs 

for local men. But after 5 years of 

losing money, the Tramway was 

abandoned and the Gilmours 

moved their mill to the logs ra-

ther than moving the logs to their 

mill. A new mill was built at Ca-

noe Lake in Algonquin Park and 

the sawn lumber sent via rail to 

world markets.  

The opening of the Ottawa-

Pembroke & Parry Sound Rail-

way north of Baysville and Dor-

set severely reduced the flow in 

timber to these two communities.  

But as the lumber industry de-

clined, the tourist industry grew. 

Lake of Bays is one of the most 

attractive lakes in all of Muskoka 

(and Parry Sound District) and 

began to attract hordes of sum-

mer cottagers. The old lake side 

farms were turned into resorts 

and later cottage subdivisions. As 

access improved, the importance 

of the tourism industry grew.  

Lake of Bays was once home to 

the shortest commercial Railway 

in Canada. A railway ran a mere 

2 kilometers from Peninsula Lake 

(access from Hunstville) and 

Lake of Bays. The short rail link 

operated between 1908 and 1958 

when it was closed and the roll-

ing stock sent to an amusement 

park!  

In 1971 the District of Muskoka 

was reorganized municipally 

from 40 townships to six amalga-

mated municipalities to reflect 

changing times. The Township of 

Lake of Bays was created from 

the former townships of Rideout, 

Franklin, MacLean and Findlay-

son.  

 

Above: The famous Gilmour Tramway; a resort on the Lake of 

Bays near Baysville 
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The Great Fire of 1942 
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PROPANE 

SERVICES 

 

WETT 

Certified 

 

        CHARLIE CAMERON   

Heating & Cooling 
Sales - Service - Installation - Inspection 
Oil, Propane & Gas Furnaces & Appliances 

Air Conditioning, Water Pumps, Etc. 
Excellent Prices on Double Bottom Oil Tanks 

            
(705) 928-0334    Coboconk, On 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  

Kinmount Gazette!  

 

Store) 

Cunninghamôs Garage (once 

Dunbar Hotel) 

The Barber Shop 

Central Hotel: Harry Buttsô 

proprietor 

Poulsonôs Bakery. 

Spared were Umphriesô gar-

age, Simpsonôs Garage (old 

livery stable) and the Rail-

way Station. How the Rail-

way Station survived is a 

mystery.  

Of the 12 businesses lost, 

only 6 replaced them and 

that was over a period of 

time! The following photo-

collection documents the 

main street over the next 

few years as the ñnew nor-

malò envelopes the village. 

The only businesses built 

after the fire were as fol-

lows:  

East side of Main Street 

(from north): H. C. Douglas 

General Store, Mac Mcdonaldôs 

Barber Shop & Pool Hall. And 

Jack Thompsonôs General Store 

(which also contained the Post 

Office). On the west side of the 

street (north to south) was Youngôs 

Restaurant, Chalmersô General 

Store and Gordon Hopkins Dry 

Goods  (a shadow of the once great 

store). Many of the burnt out lots 

are still vacant to this very day. 

And the fire-log is not closed yet!  

 

See photos page 4 

 

After a disastrous fire history from 

its founding in 1859, the village of 

Kinmount had one great conflagra-

tion more in its history. The spring 

of 1942 was one of the driest on 

record. The fire started in the saw 

dust pile at Austinôs Mill. Nobody 

really knows what happened: a 

careless cigarette butt? A truck 

back fire? But conditions for a big 

burn were ideal as a gusting north-

west wind fanned the fire into a 

frenzy. First to go was the Austin 

Mill. Sparks landed on the railway 

water tower near the bridge which 

was soon ablaze. The old wooden 

shingle made excellent tinder, the 

high wind ripped the shingles off, 

carrying them up the main street 

and depositing them on the wood-

en roofs along the way. Soon the 

whole main street was a-fire!  

There was really nothing to do but 

flee. There was no fire departments 

like today: the only available re-

sources were a few small water 

pumps, the bucket brigade and 

prayer. None worked particularly 

well. Help was summoned from 

Fenelon Falls and Bobcaygeon, 

possessors of modern fire trucks. 

The call ended disastrously for the 

Fenelon truck; caught by the fire 

beside the bridge and burned to a 

crisp. The fire simply burnt itself 

out in a mere 3 hours. But the busi-

ness district was gutted! 

 

Twelve businesses were lost. On 

the west side of the street de-

stroyed were: 

Hopkins & Marks huge general 

store 

Woodôs Restaurant 

Austinôs Radio Store 

Cornforthôs Leather 

Shop 

Feeôs Drug Store 

On the east side of 

Main Street destroyed 

were 

Post Office 

Dr Harrisô office 

Jack Thompsonôs 

General Store 

(formerly Dohertyôs 
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Kinmount Rebuilds After the Great Fire of 1942 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

 

 

Clockwise from top: Jack Thompson rebuilt on 

the site of Dohertyôs Store. Notice the rubble 

where the post office stands today. It was Cun-

ninghamôs Garage before the fire; Looking north 

circa 1960. Logs piled in river to feed Austinôs 

mill; Main St circa late 1940s. Only Restaurant 

and Hopkinôs Dry Goods on west side; circa 

1950ôs; looking south towards the bridge. On the 

left is Douglasô Store. Next was the small hut, 

then Thompsonô Store. On the right (west side) is 

the cenotaph, Chalmerôs Restaurant, Mansfieldôs 

Store & Hopkins Dry Goods.  
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The Great depression ended 

with a thud in 1939 with the 

outbreak of war in Europeé 

again! Once more Canada asked 

her citizens to support a world 

war. But this time, things were 

different. Past experience had 

taught Canadians war was not 

quite the romantic ideal it was 

in 1914. There was a sense of 

duty, but less enthusiasm. Re-

cruiting drives were less bois-

terous and less local. This war, 

the local recruits were not fun-

neled into local battalions. Re-

cruiting was much more spe-

cialized and women were al-

lowed to sign up: just not in 

combat roles!  

Kinmountôs response to the war 

effort was no less solid than the 

previous war; it was just 

ñspread outò over the services. 

Approximately 100 local resi-

dents joined the Armed Forces 

during the course of the war. 

That was a huge turnout from a 

small community of around 

1,000 residents! Residents com-

mented ñthe village went quietò 

as so many of the young men 

and women joined the Forces.  

The following list gives an idea 

of the scope of local youth who 

joined up to fight for freedom: 

The (traditional) army led the 

way with 50 enlistments: 

Joe Allen 

Albert Allen 

Jim Allen 

Aubrey Allen 

Richard Austin 

Bert Austin 

Bill Austin 

Cliff Bacon 

A Bacon 

Ray Bacon 

Ronald Barkwell 

Orville Barkwell 

Barnet Belfrey 

Everett Brandon 

Garnet Brown 

Walter Boudah 

George Boudah 

Bud Collins 

Mike Cummings 

Dave Curtain 

Bob Davis 

Jim Definney 

Jack Flaherty 

Norman Gilmore 

Joe Hickey 

Charles Hughes 

Jack Kelly 

Cecil lee 

Donald Lee 

W. R. Bill Mark 

Bill MacDonald 

Any McCluney 

Jack McGrath 

Reg McGrath 

Joe McNamara 

Howard Roach 

Dick Roach 

Arnold Scroter 

Carl Schroter 

Ralph Scroter 

Ralph Scott 

Howard Silver 

Norman Silver 

Roy Spencer 

Les Stanhope 

Albert Stata 

Bill Stata 

Kenneth Swinson 

James Webb 

Percy Wellstood 

Joining the Royal Canadian 

Air Force were: 

Moss Barr 

Dan Brown 

Bill Butts 

Allan Byrne 

Eugene Byrne 

Lorraine Byrne 

Tom Collins 

Aileen Collins 

Bill Gilleland 

Garnet Hughes 

Myrtle Hughes 

Douglas Mintz 

Harry Schroter 

Jack Wellstood 

Bob White 

Jack Young 

 

Beryl Austin and Kevin Cum-

mings joined the navy while 

Keith Mark was in the Mer-

chant Marine. Mildred Wilson, 

Lenore Harding and Gladys 

Sesquicentennial History: 1940ôs 

Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 
Continued page 8  
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VOLUME 9 IS HERE!  
 
 

 

Thank you to our Volume 9 Patrons 

 Marjorie Paradis  Joe McGee 

 The Lemire Family   Mary Jane & Gerald Tyndale  

 Buck & Janice Thibideau The Harbinson Family 

 Anonymous   Bonnie Wilkins 

 The Pearson Family  Bruce and Debbie Peck 

 Marg Allen   In Loving Memory of Joe Bowman  

 Fred Strang   In Loving Memory of Ed Alwyn 

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  

on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 9  

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

 

References Available 

Kawartha Dairy Patriarch Don Crowe Passes 

OCTOBER HIGH FIVE CLUB  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Brittany Gautreau, Alyssa Oxley, Wayne Ferren,  

Brenda Simpson, Elaine Windrum, 

Simon Cloutier-Austin, Krissy McEwan, Austin Hill, Kevin Freeman, 

Darius Crawford, Michael Pearson, Yvette Brauer, Bill Bluett, 

George ñAlò Ferren, Michael Ferren, Scott Preiksaitis, Mike Perry, 

Kiera Allen-Lennox, Sandra Simmons 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Jane Austin & Sylvin Cloutier, Teresa & David Ferren 

Dave & Diane Foran, Melissa & Tyler Biskup, 

Mary & Matt Conway 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Kinmount Citizen of the Year Guy Scott 

Kinmount Fair Ambassador Katie Bowins 

Kinmount Fair Junior Ambassador Chloe Crawford 

  Give Your High Five by Friday, October 20 

for the November edition 

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 

Both family and community 

mourn the loss of Don Crowe who 

passed suddenly September 6 at 

age 77. Don was the eldest son of 

Kawartha Dairyôs found-

ers Jack and Ila Crowe 

who started the business 

in Bobcaygeon in 1937.  

Don was an extremely 

community minded man 

who desired no recogni-

tion for his numerous  

contributions. Besides 

being an avid reader and 

subscriber of the Kinmount Gazette, 

Don was also a constant anonymous 

patron. Thank you Don. You will be 

missed.  

Kinmount 

RAILWAY  

MUSEUM 
Saturdays 9 - 2 

Till 

Thanksgiving 
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Last monthôs Spot the Shot: The 

Millennium Garden at Austin 

Sawmill Heritage Park. 

 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
 

705-488-2266 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 

 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 
$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 

  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705 - 488 - 2282 or email: ybrauer@bell.net 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 8 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

October is upon us!  Still lotôs go-

ing on in this beautiful little town... 

Donôt miss the Harvest Homecom-

ing in the Village on October 7th 

at the Railway Station.  Also itôs 

your last chance to catch the Kin-

mount Farmerôs Market in Austin 

Sawmill Heritage Park on October 

7th - 9am to 2pm.  

Councillorôs Corner 

Thereôs going to be a very 

exciting Kidôs Community 

Halloween Party at 6:30pm at the 

Kinmount Community Centre 

(Please bring a food bank dona-

tion), and donôt miss the Friends of 

the Library Book Sale October 21st 

from 9am to 1pm in the lower level 

of Kinmount Library!   

All the best. 

LIBRARY WEEK AT 
KINMOUNT LIBRARY  

Scavenger Hunt - Book Draws 

Card amnesty-free replacement 

card this week only 
Food for Fines - food bank  

donation pays overdue fines 

FIRST ANNUAL  

MILL BAY INVITATIONAL 

GOLF TOURNAMENT  

ATTRACTS SEVEN ENTRANTS  

Submitted by Gary Round 

On a sunny and cool Thursday on 

August 31st seven hardy players 

from Mill Bay (Crystal Lake) teed 

off at Byrnell Golf Club in Fenlon 

Falls to play in the inaugural tour-

nament. Tom and Sherry White-

way, Marty and Corrine Klususki, 

Jaci Sanders and Gary and Darlene 

Round all played nine exacting 

holes and then had a great lunch at 

Murphyôs. No scores were kept, 

no rules followed, no funds raised, 

and no prizes were handed out. 

But it was a very good day. Smiles 

all around. 

The second Tournament will be 

held on Thursday August 30th 

2018. Details to follow é

sometime! 

Oct. 15 - 21 


