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Doors Open 2013 

right and mothballed the site.  
In 1990, the site was refurbished by a compa-
ny called Elliot Falls Power Corporation.  
The new building was  partially set in the old 
structure and incorporates part of the original 
set up. The private company  generates 750 
kwh and sells the electricity to Ontario Hy-
dro. Today Elliotôs Falls is an example of one 
of a growing number of small, independent 
power suppliers who generate power from 
natural sources like water power and satisfy 
some on Ontarioôs power demands. Unlike 
the Green Energy program, the producers do 
not get large subsidies to produce power. 
They often re-work older power sites or use 
new ones with as little disruption as possible. 
Potential power sites mapped in our area in-
clude the Three Brothers Falls north of Kin-
mount, but nothing has been done there yet. 

Kinmount & Area 
19th Annual Studio Tour 

Saturday & Sunday 
Thanksgiving Weekend 

 
An incredible art experience! 

And free too! 
 

See 7 Studios & 14 Artists 
in an easy country drive! 
Brochure/maps around town, 

at Kinmount  
Artisans Marketplace, 
or kinmount.ca 

 
 
 

  

Sponsored by the Kinmount Committee for  
Planning and Economic Development 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER  12, 2013 
Austin Sawmill Heritage Park 

  Pancake Breakfast  8:30-11:00 
  Temporary Tattoos and Face Painting 
  Music in the Gazebo 
  Home and Business Decorating Contest 
   Colouring Contest 
   Scarecrow Fashion Show  - register your  
   decorated scarecrow at the station by 9:30 AM  
   Harvest Pie Making Contestðentries due at the s
   station by 9:30AM 
          And much more! 
 
  

Every year in September, the Doors Open is 
celebrated across Ontario. Various historical 
and significant buildings open their doors to 
the public for the day. Many of these buildings 
are not otherwise open to the public. One of 
the most interesting ñopeningsò this year was 
the Elliot Falls Power Plant on the Gull River 
just north of Norland. 
The power plant was built in 1903 to supply 
electricity to the Raven Lake Cement factory 
near Victoria Road. The process required lots 
of electricity to operate and Elliot Falls on the 
Gull River was one of the closest sites that 
could be harnessed. The falls already had a 
lumbermanôs dam, but the dam was refur-
bished and a large power plant installed at the 
west side. Two generators produced 350 kwh 
or power. Hydro lines carried the current to 
Raven Lake, but also lit the villages of Nor-
land, Kirkfield  and Victoria Road. The cement 
plant closed in 1914, but the power plant at 
Elliotôs Falls hummed away until 1931 when 
Ontario Hydro purchased the plant and water 



cal pioneer crossroads hamlet: 
grist & saw mill, tavern & 
blacksmith. As the economy 
grew, stores and professional 
services such as a cooper, tai-
lor, carpenter, etc. By 1855, 
the community was granted a 
post office and the name Little 
Britain was selected. One vil-
lage elder suggested this name 
with the statement : ñWe, most 
of us, came from Great Britain 
as our native place. I propose 
the name Little Britain in 
memory of our mother coun-
tryò. 
The village prospered and be-
came a shopping centre for the 
surrounding farms. Besides the 
mills, it soon contained 3 
blacksmiths, farm equipment 
dealers, a foundry,  a harness 
maker, a carriage maker 
(output per year: 37 buggys!) 
and other services related to 
the agricultural sector. But 
there was more than just a 
ñbusiness sideò to Little Brit-
ain. The current community 
bills itself as the ñSports Capi-
tal Of The Kawarthasò. And 
this title is well rooted in the 
history of the village.  In 1915 
the Little Britain Civic Park 
Association was formed and 
promptly built a baseball dia-
mond and an open air hockey 
arena in town. Both were lit by 

that new marvel: electric lights! 
In 1943 an indoor ice surface 
was built and artificial ice was 
added in 1965. By 1975, the 
old arena was condemned and a 
new one was promptly built to 
replace this valuable communi-
ty spot. Hockey was always a 
big part of winter sports, and a 
Mariposa Township Hockey 
League existed for decades.  
Today Little Britain has a Jun-
ior C Hockey franchise: quite a 
feat for so small a community! 
Music was also a part of the 
community. As early as 1876 
the village had a brass band, 
which existed for many dec-
ades. The community also had 
a boys band and a string or-
chestra! 
Like most villages, Little Brit-
ain was plagued by fire. In 
1909, a huge fire threatened to 
engulf the entire business core.  
Pleas for assistance went out to 
neighbouring communities. 
Oakwood responded, but a 
crash disabled their pumper! 
Lindsay & Peterborough de-
manded a cash payment in ad-
vance so no help came from 
those towns. Believe it or not, 
the City of Toronto responded 
by loading equipment from its 
Yonge St Hall on a special 
Train! But before the relief 
could start out, the fire was 
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Friends and Neighbours: Little Britain 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

under control. Twenty businesses 
& homes were destroyed. Obvi-
ously the next order of business 
was a fire department! 
Little Britain at its heyday includ-
ed at least 3 churches, a multi-
room Continuation (high) school, 
a Mechanicôs Institute (library), a 
Womenôs Institute, a bank and a 
doctor: all signs of a prosperous 
village. By 1900 the village had 
reached a population of 300 peo-
ple. A friendly rivalry sprang up 
between Oakwood and Little Brit-
ain over which centre was to be 
the largest village in Mariposa 
Township. Oakwood still was the 
ñofficialò township seat (and had 
the Town Hall) but Little Britain 
contained more businesses and 
people. And the villages were only 
a few miles apart! The railway ran 
between the two villages with a 
stop called Mariposa Station ser-
vicing both centres. Little Britain 
also attained Police Village status 
in the early 1900s, and like 
Oakwood surrendered  the status 
in the 1970s. Today Little Britain 
is a quaint crossroads village with 
a store and a Credit Union. 
 
 
 
 

Mariposa Township has ex-
cellent farm land, but lacked 
major rivers for eligible mill 
sites. Thus the villages & 
hamlets in the township, 
though numerous, grew up in 
odd places. Mariposa Brook 
or West Cross Creek was the 
only true waterway, and it 
was small by area standards 
and lacked a steady flow of 
water in the summer. The first 
settlement in the Little Britain 
area was a hamlet just south 
of the present village named 
Plymouth. It was primarily an 
inn started by an enterprising 
pioneer on the corner of his 
farm lot. The inn was de-
scribed in 1837 as a one sto-
rey log building with a small 
store in one end and 5 bed-
rooms in the other end. Very 
primitive indeed! The inn was 
a stop over for farmers draw-
ing their grain from up north 
to Port Hoover on Lake 
Scugog. A blacksmith shop  
and a couple of houses com-
prised the rest of the village. 
By 1865, all were gone as 
settlement shifted a couple of 
concessions north to a spot 
where mariposa brook crossed 
the same road. Here the vil-
lage of Little Britain grew up 
around the grist mill. 
The earliest settlement was 
called Siloam and was a typi-
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Kinmount Agricultural Society 

Kinmount Fair 
August 30 ï 31, Sept 1, 2013 

 

We wish to thank our many volunteers,  
ñFriends of the Fairò and loyal visitors. 
Your support is greatly appreciated. 

 

www.kinmountfair.net 

Around Kinmount Firehall by Susan Dier 

does not go out, get out of the 
home and call the fire department. 
A cooking fire can quickly turn 
deadly, please heed these simple 
safety rules! 
For more information: http://
www.firepreventionweek.org/ 
 
 

Fire Prevention Week is Sunday, 
October 6th through to Saturday, Oc-
tober 12th. The theme for this year is 
"PREVENT KITCHEN FIRES" 
Stand By Your Pan 
How often has the doorbell rung or a 
child interrupted you while you were 
cooking, causing you to forget about 
the chicken you left sizzling on the 
stove - until smoke filled the house? 
Itôs my hope that people reading this 
article wonôt have to learn the hard 
way. If I could give just one fire 
warning, Iôd say, ñKeep an eye on 
what you fry!ò 
Often when weôre called to a cook-
ing-related fire, the residents tell us 
they only left the kitchen for a few 
minutes. Sadly, thatôs all it takes for 
a dangerous fire to start. The bottom 
line is that thereôs really no safe peri-
od of time for the cook to step away 
from a hot stove. A few key points to 
remember: 
Stay in the kitchen when you are 
frying, grilling, or broiling food. If 
you must leave the room even for a 
short period of time, turn off the 
stove. 
When you are simmering, baking, or 
roasting food, check it regularly, stay 
in the home, and use a timer 
to remind you. 
Keep cooking areas clean and clear 
of combustibles (e.g. potholders, 
towels, rags, drapes and food pack-
aging). 
Keep children away from cooking 
areas by enforcing a ñkid-free zoneò 
of three feet around the stove. 
If you have a fire in your microwave, 
turn it off immediately and keep the 
door closed.  Never open the door 
until the fire is completely out. If in 
doubt, get out of the home and call 
the fire department 
Always keep an oven mitt and a lid 
nearby. If a small grease fire starts in 
a pan, smother the flames by careful-
ly sliding the lid over the pan (make 
sure you are wearing the oven mitt). 
Turn off the burner. Do not move the 
pan. To keep the fire from restarting, 
do not remove the lid until it is com-
pletely cool.  
Never pour water on a grease 
fire.  If the fire does not go out, get 
out of the home and call the fire de-
partment. 
If an oven fire starts, turn off the heat 
and keep the door closed. If the fire 

LUNCH  

AT THE LEGION 

Tuesday  October 29 

11am - 1pm 

CHAPTER 54 
HALIBURTON  
HIGHLANDS 

MOBILE LECTURE  
SERIES  

LIVE, LAUGH AND 
LEARN  

A Community Outreach  
Project  

Funded by the  
New Horizons for  
Seniors Program 

Fun & Interesting Topics 
2 Speakers per Meeting 
Door Prizes  - Refreshments 

Free Admission 
Time: 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.  
Kinmount - Oct 9th 
Wilberforce - Oct 31  
www.carp.ca/haliburton  
or 705.457.3919 
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705-488-2266 

 

Clockwise 
from top: 
Elliott Falls 
power station 
the old and 
new; inside 
the power 
station;   Guy 
Scott poses 
with a fan at 
the Doors 
Open Kin-
mount Com-
munity Cen-
tre; the doors 
were open at 
the Austin 
Sawmill 

705-488-1349 
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The NEW Kinmount Tartan 
Menôs Cap - Tartan Scarf  
Tammy - Menôs Tie  

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 
or 

Contact Diane at 705-488-2635 

Doors Open in Kinmount and Norland BOBôS APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Repairs to all Major Brand Names 

 
RefrigeratorsðRangesðDishwashers 

MicrowavesðWashersðDryersðFreezers 
Air Conditioners 

 
 

New and Used Sales & Part Sales 
 

7 Days a Week 

RR#1, Kinmount, ON  705-488-2274 
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Farewell Summer 2013  
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WHO ARE YOUR ANCESTORS? 
Trent Lakes can help!  

ancestry.com is available for research at  

110 County Rd. 49 Bobcaygeon 705 - 738 - 0100 
Wednesday's 10 - 3 

We have people to help with your search. First search free 
then charge of $5.00 applies unless you are a member or 
join at a cost of $15.00 a year. Large supply of books & 
family trees.         GHHS of Trent Lakes 

 

The New Calendars ARE HERE! 

  

Saturday, October 26th 
6:30-8:30 PM 

Kinmount Community Centre 
Sponsored by the Kinmount Community 

Centre Board of Management 

Admission  with a  donation to the  
City of Kawartha Lakes Flood Relief Effort 

Costume Contests 
Dancing 
Games 
Snacks 

Fun for the whole family!! 



Fall Menu 
Also we will have:  

Pies and Tarts  
Pumpkin or Plain Cheesecake 

Carrot Cake 
For best selection please pre -

order  
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JULIE WINDRUM  

Certified Esthetician  
éééééééééééé 

Home: (705) 454 -0788  

Cell:    (705) 879 -9978  
éééééééééééé 

95 Pinery Rd.  

 
Mon - Fri 7 - 8 
Sat 8 - 8 
Sun 8-7 

RESERVE YOUR  
THANKSGIVING TURKEY DINNER NOW  

We will be serving a full turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings  

Sunday, October 13  
Eat in or To go  

705 488 1101 

Community Fun Day at Kinmount Baptist Church 

Photos courtesy of Sue Dier 


