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The Gazette is a non profit monthly pub-

lication produced by volunteers. The 

Gazette depends on advertising & dona-

tions to remain operating. We are grate-

ful for the continuing support of area 

businesses & patrons.   

Do you enjoy the Gazette?  
Send a donation!  

Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED,  

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0 

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.  
Your name will appear in our  
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James Barker Band Highlights Friday Night Fair 

Itôs not often the Kinmount Fair can boast 

having ñhome-grown talentò on stage. But 

this year the James Barker Band (from 

Woodville) will highlight the Friday Night 

Dance stage. Group leader James Barker 

has been playing at local fairs and other 

gigs since the age of 6 years old. In 2013 

the band got its first big break, winning the 

ñNorth of Nashvilleò new stars title. Since 

their break out album ñLawn Chair Crazyò, 

the band has played at Havelock Jamboree 

and the Boots and Hearts Festival. And 

now they are playing at the Kinmount Fair. 

Catch a rising star at the 2016 Kinmount 

Fair.  

 

 
Saturday October 8  

Fall Festivities  
Kinmount Railway Station  

Kinmount Farmer's Market  

Kinmount Artisans Marketplace  

Cold Creek County is at the Grandstand 

Saturday 2 PMð- included with the price of 

admission. Donôt miss this up and coming 

Canadian act! 
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Friends and Neighbours: Cannington 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Cannington is a small town 

nestled along the Beaver Riv-

er in the north-east corner of 

Brock Township in old Ontar-

io County, now part of 

Durham Region. The area 

contains some prime farm-

land, and the village grew up 

as a service centre for the 

farmers of north Brock and 

west Eldon Townships. The 

village started off as a mill 

site on the Beaver River and 

was first called McCaskillôs 

Mills after early mill owners. 

For reasons lost in the mists 

of time, the name was 

changed to Cannington in 

1847 in honour of the British 

Prime Minister George Can-

nington. The first mail deliv-

ery consisted of a whole 2 

letters! In the mid-1800s, the 

receiver paid the postage (not 

the sender) before he could 

redeem the letter. Sometimes 

the receiver did not have the 

money to acquire the letter 

and it went unclaimed. Post-

age, especially from Europe, 

was expensive and many a 

letter went unclaimed.  

Early Cannington revolved 

around the mill dam and yard. 

The mill operation consisted 

of a grist mill and a saw mill, 

the grist mill being the more 

important. Brock Township 

grew fine stands of grain and 

grist mills flourished in the 

other communities such as 

Beaverton, Sunderland and 

Blackwater. The arrival of the 

Toronto & Nippissing Rail-

way in the 1870s enhanced 

the grain industry and grain, 

both for flour and seed, be-

came big business in the area. 

The saw mill supplied lumber 

for the local population, but 

the local supplies were ex-

hausted in a couple of dec-

ades. Cannington contained a 

door, sash and trim factory 

that eventually had to import 

its raw materials from North 

Victoria and Haliburton.  

Many of the early settlers to the 

Cannington area of north Brock 

were retired British soldiers from 

the Napoleonic Wars and the War 

of 1812. These officers created a 

business class in the village, and 

the town was soon dotted with 

large, ornate Victoria-style man-

sions owned by prosperous busi-

nessmen. Most of the local settlers 

were Ulster Irish or Scotch. The 

Cannington of today still contains 

many of these classy old homes. 

A business directory of 1888 cred-

its Cannington with about 200 

dwellings and a population of 

1,300 spread over 500 acres. The 

village contained 46 stores, 3 ho-

tels, 2 livery stables, 2 bake shops, 

2 tonsorial artists (barbers), 5 

blacksmiths, 2 photographers, 4 

churches, a school and 3 doctors. 

Industry was represented by 3 

planing & sawmills, a woollen 

mill (employing 30!), a tannery 

and a foundry. The social side of 

the village was represented by 5 

secret societies (Masons, Oddfel-

lows, Orange Lodge, Templars 

and A.O.U.W) as well as 7 public 

halls, a covered skating rink, fair-

grounds and racetrack, a ñcrackò 

shooting club and newspaper 

(Cannington Gleaner). Canning-

ton, being the township seat, had a 

fine town hall. It also featured its 

own militia company and drill 

shed. It was definitely a village on 

the rise! 

Cannington had its own railway 

station, but was never a major 

road junction. Today major roads 

pass to the east and west of the 

village. But the mill site on the 

Beaver River and the railway cre-

ated prosperity for the communi-

ty. It was a small industrial com-

munity and regional service centre 

for many years. Today, the tradi-

tional industries are gone. But 

Cannington flourishes as a bed-

room community.  

 

 

 

 

From top: Canington Mainstreet; 

McKinnonôs Flour Mill;  

Cannington Town Hall 

TURTLE WATCH  

IN EFFECT 
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705-488-1349 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  

Kinmount Gazette!  

the Fair only.  

  
 
 
 
 
At 1:00 PM on Sunday of the 

Fair come to the woodcarv-

ersô auction to bid on one of 

the unique sculptures created 

over the weekend 

10 Things to Know About the 2016 Fair 

Every year people ask what is 

ñnewò or ñdifferentò at the Kin-

mount Fair. Here is a list of 10 

things that you need to know 

about the 2016 edition of the Kin-

mount Fair. 

 

The Childrenôs Lawn Tractor Pull 

is moved from Thursday to Friday 

@ 3:00 pm 

 

Classic Championship Wrestling 

is moved from Friday to Sunday 

at 12:30 pm 

 

The theme of the Heritage Display 

is World War I and a salute to the 

local 109th Battalion. 

 

There will be free Wi-Fi in the 

grounds thanks to Computer Solu-

tions of Kinmount. 

 

The Tea Garden in the Heritage 

Centre will operate as an internet 

caf®. 

 

The Fair will feature a chainsaw 

woodcarving contest all 3 days. 

 

There will be no shuttle bus or 

free parking in the Reid Road or 

Clarkeôs Fields. 

 

The dance bands are different: 

Ambush plays Saturday night 

while the James Barker Band is on 

Friday night. 

 

Cold Creek County is the grand-

stand act at 2:00 pm Saturday. 

 

 

Birds of Prey will demonstrate in 

the pond area while Team T & J 

will be the childrenôs entertainer. 

 

And honorable mention to our 

ñPay One Priceò midway deal. 

Buy a ride-all-day wristband for 

only $25! Available online before 

 

Now at 

KINMOUNT 
MEDICAL CENTRE 
1st Thursday Every Month 

 

CALL 705-488-2205 
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Snapped at Family Funfest 2016 
 



Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Page 5 

          F`hkôr Bq`es Bqd`shnmr 

            Knitting & So Much More 
LOCATED AT IRONDALE STORE  

8193 County Road 503  

705 447 0554 
garoffey@yahoo.ca 

Did you know Minden has a Muse-

um & Heritage Village that has 

been preserving local heritage and 

bringing history to life since 1984? 

Journey back to 19th Century Can-

ada by exploring the Minden Hills 

Museumôs historic village. Experi-

ence original structures as they 

once stood, the Bowron House, the 

S.S. Stanhope No. 9 school house, 

the Blacksmith shop, the Logging 

Camp and Bethel Church. Check 

out the labyrinth. Tour the Muse-

umôs current exhibitions located in 

the Sterling Bank (the first Bank of 

Minden) and discover Mindenôs 

history and the role it played in the 

building of Ontario and Canada. 

Visit mindenhills.ca for more info.  

Hike Halibuton Sculpture Forest 

Fall is the perfect time for some 

free family fun with a hike through 

Haliburtonôs Sculpture Forest. Start 

your self guided tour at the Infor-

mation Kiosk located at Halibur-

tonôs Fleming College Campus. 

The Sculpture Forest offers a 

unique outdoor collection of sculp-

tures by Canadian and international 

artists. The trails in the Sculpture 

Forestðfor walking and bike rid-

ing in spring, summer and fall and 

skiing in the winterðprovide 

changing perspectives of the forest 

and the sculptures in each of the 

seasons. The Sculpture Forest ex-

perience, which is unstructured and 

unscripted, is ideal for families 

looking for an interesting outing, 

for those who enjoy outdoor trails, 

and for people looking for a unique 

artistic experience. A Sculpture 

Forest map is available at the en-

trance to the Sculpture Forest. 

More information at halibur-

tonsculptureforest.ca.  

Minden Museum & Heritage Village 
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KINMOUNT HOUSE  
BED AND BREAKFAST  

6 Cluxton Street 
Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
(705) 488 -2421 or  
1-800 -511 -0211  
�Z�Z�Z���N�L�Q�P�R�X�Q�W�K�R�X�V�H���F�R�P���������� 

�K�H�D�O�H�\�B�S�D�W�U�L�F�N�#�K�R�W�P�D�L�O���F�R�P�� 

Providing Hospitality Since 1991 

Under the Red Roof: Our Community Centre 

Francis Arthur Osborne Smith MM 

Pte Smith enlisted in the Kinmount 

Platoon in April, 1916. His next of 

kin address was Whiteness, Shet-

land Islands. He was transferred to 

the 21st Battalion in England. Pte 

Smith was awarded a Military Med-

al for actions at the capture of Hill 

70: ñFor conspicuous bravery and 

unusual adaptability.ò On becoming 

separated from his Company, he 

attached himself to another and ren-

dered invaluable services to his 

company commander by serving in 

the capacities of runner, linesman 

and stretcher bearer, carrying out 

this various work most capably un-

der intense fire and almost impossi-

ble conditions. During one counter 

attack he gave splendid assistance in 

getting the men into position.ò In 

April 1918 Pte Smith was awarded a 

good conduct badge. Pte Smith re-

turned to Canada in May 1919, and 

his forwarding address was given as 

McLennan Alberta. 

We have no idea why Pte Smith was 

in Kinmount or what he was doing 

here. He may have been a labourer 

at one of the saw mills. He left for 

Alberta after the war. Pte Francis 

Arthur Smith was the only Kin-

mount soldier to win a medal in 

WW I. 

September 26thð- Registration for 

Girl Guides of Canada 6:30 pm. The 

girls will be making scarecrows to 

decorate the town for Thanksgiving. 

 

Playschool September 6ðTuesday 

and Thursday 10-12  

 

Highland Dancing??? 

 

Halloween Party  - - check the date 

 
 

Thank you Kinmount Gazette Volume 8 Patrons 
     Janice & Buck Thibideau      Jack Holman  

     The Langlois Family                       Brian & Nancy Lemire 

     Horseless Carriage Museum      In Memory of Nancy Hancock 

     Pearson Community Sleigh Ride    In Memory of Joe Bowman    

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  

on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 8  

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

Soldiers of the Great War 

TUESDAY 

Sept. 27 
11 am - 1 pm 

Liver & Onions  

Or Alternate  
Cost $8 Includes  

Coffee/Tea & Dessert 

 


