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Friends and Neighbours: Parry Sound 
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Parry Sound District is situat-

ed north of Muskoka and runs 

all the way to Lake Nipissing. 

It consists of 45 townships, 

part of the Ottawa-Huron 

Tract that was surveyed and 

opened for settlement after 

1870. It was hoped that this 

area would fill with farmers, 

so free grants of 200 acres 

were given to honest settlers 

who lived on their lot for at 

least 5 years and cleared 15 

acres. Good luck! Settlers did 

filter into the District, but for 

anyone who has travelled in 

the area, it is not good farm-

ing country. Nevertheless, 

pioneers did locate throughout 

the area, ekeing out a living in 

the lumber industry. A large 

number of small villages 

sprang up at key locations to 

cater to the local farmers and 

the lumber industry. These 

hamlets never grew to the size 

of the towns in Muskoka 

(Gravenhurst, Bracebridge & 

Huntsville), but most still 

survive.  

The key to these settlements 

was access. The river net-

works were not kind to settle-

ment; most of the waterways 

emptied into Georgian Bay, 

away from the natural mar-

kets of southern Ontario. Par-

ry Sound Village was an ex-

cellent port on Georgian Bay. 

It received early attention 

from the railway companies 

who saw it as a short cut for 

western wheat which could be 

shipped by rail direct to At-

lantic ports, thus avoiding the 

long trip through the St Law-

rence Seaway.  

There were 4 major coloniza-

tion roads that ñopened upò 

Parry Sound District. To the 

east side was the Muskoka 

Road that led to North Bay. 

The Parry Sound Colonization 

Road branched off the Mus-

koka Colonization Road north 

of Bracebridge and went 

north-west to Parry Sound 

Village. At the village of Rous-

seau (on the lake of the same 

name), the Nipissing Coloniza-

tion Road branched off the Parry 

Sound Road and headed due 

north to Lake Nipissing. The 

Road continued to Parry Sound 

Village (and port) on Georgian 

Bay. From Parry Sound, a third 

colonization road called the Great 

North Road ran north to Lake 

Nipissing serving western Parry 

Sound District. Of the 4 roads, 

the Muskoka Road was the most 

successful in the long run, be-

coming todayôs Highway #11. 

The other 3 roads still exist as 

highways today, with the Parry 

Sound Road becoming the major 

Highway (400) leading to Sud-

bury and beyond.  

The colonization roads set the 

patterns for settlement in this 

area. It did not link existing vil-

lages as much as create new 

towns. For example, the Musko-

ka Colonization Road was the 

main street for 19 settlements in 

this region! Some of them are 

ghost towns or no longer exist, 

but that statistic speaks volumes 

about how important colonization 

roads were in the history of Mus-

koka-Parry Sound Districts. 

(Likewise the Bobcaygeon Colo-

nization Road is the main street 

of Kinmount!) 

Emsdale 

The first hamlet north of Hunts-

ville was Emsdale in Perry 

Township in the District of Parry 

Sound. The hamlet was on the 

Muskoka Colonization Road and 

thus had direct road access to the 

ñSouthò. But Emsdale really 

prospered after the arrival of the 

railway. Later, the Ottawa, Arn-

prior and Parry Sound Railway 

passed near Emsdale at a place 

called Scotia Junction. This link 

helped the Emsdale area prosper. 

Other villages in the Emsdale 

area included Irene-Cyprus-

Novar (today) and Kearney. All 

the above villages actually 

changed sites to be on either the 

Muskoka Road or the Northern 

Railway. Cyprus-Irene was 

abandoned and moved sev-

eral miles so the new village 

of Novar could be on the 

railway line.  

Burkeôs Falls 

A falls on the Magnetewan 

River was chosen by early 

settler Davis Burke in the 

1860s as an obvious mill 

site. Access originally was 

gained from Georgian Bay 

via the Magnetewan River 

only which caused the vil-

lage to stagnate. In 1875, the 

Muskoka Colonization Road 

reached the village and al-

lowed access to the southern 

corridor. A steamboat ser-

vice began between Magnet-

ewan village and in 1886 the 

Northern and Pacific-

Junction Railway arrived in 

the area. The community 

flourished as long as the 

lumber industry flourished. 

With its triple access by 

water, rail and road, the 

community also began to attract 

tourists, but was not as famous as 

its southern Muskoka neighbours 

in Huntsville, Bracebridge and 

Gravenhurst. Burkes Falls current-

ly has about 1,000 residents and is 

firmly planted on the Highway 11 

corridor.  

Sundridge  

The next village north from 

Burkeôs Falls is Sundridge. Anoth-

er lumber village, the town was 

supposed to be called ñSunny 

Ridgeò, but a postal clerk misread 

the writing and the village was 

named Sundridge; or so the story 

goes. There is a Sundridge village 

in England, which may explain the 

title. The earliest settlers located on 

the shores of Lake Ber-

nard in the 1870s. Sun-

dridge lacked direct ac-

cess to one of the Colo-

nization Roads, so it was 

the railway that really 

brought prosperity. In 

the 1930s, the govern-

ment of Ontario rebuilt 

many highways and the Mus-

koka Road became Highway 

#11. The original, pioneer 

route was abandoned and the 

new highway ran straight 

north via Trout Creek and 

Powasson to North Bay. As 

the lumber industry faded, 

tourism replaced it as the num-

ber one employer. Like many 

of its surrounding communi-

ties, Strong Township formed 

an agricultural society and 

held an annual fair. Fairs are 

still held in many of the small 

communities in Muskoka and 

Parry Sound. Sundridgeôs pop-

ulation is approximately 1,000 

permanent residents. 
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The Galwegians 
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        CHARLIE CAMERON   

Heating & Cooling 
Sales - Service - Installation - Inspection 
Oil, Propane & Gas Furnaces & Appliances 

Air Conditioning, Water Pumps, Etc. 
Excellent Prices on Double Bottom Oil Tanks 

            
(705) 928-0334    Coboconk, On 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  

Kinmount Gazette!  

 

The ñFriends of Galwayò 

hope that everyone enjoyed 

the pictorial history of Gal-

way display at this yearôs 

Kinmount Fair. Remember, 

this is an ongoing project. If 

you have photos that you 

would like conserved for 

future generations, please 

contact Cheryl Pearson 

(project coordinator) at 705 

488-2724. 

The ñAmazing Galway 

Road Tripò contest is under-

way. Details are on the Kin-

mount Gazetteôs website and 

also in the last issue of the 

Gazette. This fun and in-

formative adventure runs 

until Thanksgiving Monday. 

Completed forms can be 

dropped off in the Galway 

Hall mailbox outside the hall 

office. Winning entries will 

be drawn during the Turkey 

Supper on November 4th. Be 

sure to have your name and phone 

number on your completed form.  

The ñFriends of Galwayò autumnal 

equinox meeting will be held at the 

Galway Hall on Friday, Septem-

ber, 22nd at 7 p.m. The theme for 

this meeting is: Agricultural /

Family Farms/Farming terms in 

Galway Township. Everyone is 

welcome to join in the circle. 

Galway Hall continues to be a 

busy spot this summer. Volunteers 

catered a family reunion for one of 

the pioneer families in Galway- the 

Allens. The Hall was also the ven-

ue for a benefit for one of its 

neighbours. This event was a suc-

cess. The Galway Hall waived the 

rental fee for this benefit and do-

nated bar proceeds to the family. 

Your Hall, when possible, attempts 

to do what can be done for others. 

The success of the Galway Hall 

depends on two key elements. One 

key is the continued support from 

our patrons in our activities at the 

Hall. The second key is our dedi-

cated volunteers. They continue to 

give their time and energies to 

keep the Hall viable and a centre 

for the Galway community. 

Speaking of volunteers, the Gal-

way Hall would like to wish long-

time volunteer Leon Brisson and 

his wife Claudette ósafe travelsô. 

They leave this month for B.C. to 

be closer to family. Thanks for all 

of your contributions! 

The Galway Hall Board meets on 

Thursday, September 21st at 7 p.m. 

Please mark Saturday, November 

4th on your calendars. This is our 

annual Turkey Supper and is one 

of our major fundraisers. It runs 

from 4:30 p.m. until 7 p.m. 

The Heritage Display at the 2017 

Kinmount Fair will feature a cele-

bration of Canadaôs Sesquicen-

tennial. The key display will be 

Friends Of Galway (FOG) pre-

senting a History Of Galway 

Township in photographs. Gal-

way Township is an integral part 

of the Kinmount Community and 

the history of the township is a 

microcosm of the History of Kin-

mount.  

Also this year, the Pioneer Socie-

ty will be featuring geneology. 

We will have 3 research groups 

present who will ready to help 

you look at your family story. 

These crack researchers will be 

able to start you on the path to 

studying your family tree. So take 

a moment, sit down and let them 

help you research your family 

history! Right at the Fair! 

To further celebrate local History, 

the Ottawa-Huron Tract Historical 

Association will have a collection 

of local history books to browse 

(or purchase). Several local au-

thors will be available to talk 

about their work.  

Heritage Display at the Kinmount Fair 
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The Mystery of Mr. McIntoshôs Apple 

got there. 

The way apples reproduce when unchecked 

by human interference creates much of the 

mystery. Apple trees are not ñself-fruitfulò; 

in other words, the seeds within their apples 

will not reproduce the same variety as the 

parent tree. Only by grafting a variety onto 

the trunk of another tree can that variety be 

maintained. The orphan that McIntosh 

found in the bush that day, likely grown 

from seeds of an apple core tossed on the 

ground by a passerby, was naturally cross-

pollinated, an offspring of unknown ances-

tors. 

The apple most often theorized as a parent 

is the Fameuse, known in English Canada as 

the Snow. This is based on several common 

characteristics and the Fameuseôs popularity 

in Quebec before 1811. There were no ap-

ples (other than crab) in North America 

prior to the appearance of Europeans; by the 

seventeenth century they had made their 

way westward with settlers and it would 

make sense that travelling Quebecers, mov-

ing through the woods around Matilda 

Township, 95 kilometres west of their bor-

der, would be carrying Fameuse apples. 

But in 1970 W.H. Upshall of the Horticul-

tural Experiment Station at Vineland, Ontar-

io, maintained that trials with the Fameuse 

as progenitor had not been successful, and 

suggested Fall St. Lawrence and the Alex-

ander as potential forebears. This is contrary 

to conclusions drawn by other experts, like 

Roger Yepsen, who unequivocally stated in 

his 1994 book Apples, that the McIntosh is 

ña talented cross between Fameuse and De-

troit Red.ò More than 80 years earlier The 

Canadian Apple Growersô Guide had 

hedged its bets, simply calling the Mac, ñof 

Fameuse type.ò So the mystery of the McIn-

tosh remains. 

John McIntosh likely cared little about 

where his wonderful new apple tree came 

In the spring of 1811 John McIntosh was out 

in the woods of southeastern Ontario, clear-

ing land where the village of Dundela would 

soon appear. Little did he know that he was 

about to take his place in history. 

McIntosh had come to this cold and unfor-

giving country in 1796 from the friendly, 

civilized region of the Mohawk Valley, flee-

ing family disdain for the unforgivable sin of 

falling in love with an unacceptable mate. 

He had settled on land near the town of Iro-

quois on the St. Lawrence River, but now the 

woman who had caused such upheaval in his 

life was gone and he was several miles fur-

ther north, married to Hannah Doran and 

trying to tame the land he had traded with 

her brother. Only one-quarter of an acre of 

this so-called farm had ever been cleared and 

even that section of the wilderness had 

grown up again, the young trees towering 

above his head. But in amongst them, he 

kept coming upon little seedlings, strong and 

youthful, and decidedly unlike the others. 

Apples, thought John McIntosh, apples 

growing in the Canadian bush? He spared 

them. 

About a dozen seedlings were soon trans-

planted to his garden nearby. By the follow-

ing year all but one had died. He nursed it 

and it slowly grew. When it bore fruit, red-

blushed and round, he tasted it, tart on the 

tongue. 

Today the McIntosh is produced in greater 

quantities than any other apple in Canada 

and the north-eastern United States, and is 

grown in orchards around the world. Every 

tree, and therefore every McIntosh apple that 

has ever been eaten or put into a pie or into 

juice or cider, is a direct descendant of that 

little seedling that mysteriously appeared in 

the Canadian woods and tenaciously clung to 

life. It was, when John McIntosh found it, 

the first and the only one of its kind in the  

world. To this day, no one is certain how it  

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

from ð all he knew was that he had to 

reproduce it. But his experiments with 

seeds kept giving him other varieties. His 

one tree remained, ready to disappear 

from history should it be destroyed. 

A century and a half later Olive McIntosh, 

widow of Johnôs great-grandson, sits in 

her home in Morrisburg, Ontario, not far 

from the Dundela homestead where she 

once lived. She opens an old wooden box 

filled with family heirlooms, the greatest 

of which should be a national treasure: a 

chunk of the original McIntosh tree. Set-

ting it on the kitchen table, she explains 

how John solved the reproduction prob-

lem: ñLuckily, a travelling hired man just 

happened to come along one day (about 

1835) and he showed John and his son 

Allan how to graft.ò Thus the McIntosh 

survived. 

Olive, whose children and grandchildren 

carry the McIntosh name in the area, likes 

to tell stories about Allan. It isnôt hard to 

see why. He was not only an extraordi-

nary character, but deserves much credit 

for making the Mac what it is today. 

By the late 1830s he was in charge of the 

family nursery and orchard, succeeding 

his mother Hannah, the real apple expert 

of the previous generation (at first, Macs 

were called ñGrannysò in her honour). He 

began grafting in a serious way, produc-

ing bushels upon bushels of what were 

becoming known as McIntosh Reds. This 

bearded, ingenious man also experiment-

ed with fungicides (the Mac was suscepti-

ble to scabs), hewn cedar troughs to drain 

orchards, and cross-pollination. 

He sold, and apparently gave away, trees 

throughout eastern Ontario and north-

eastern USA, where he sold apples to 

relatives in Vermont. He was known in 

the Matilda area as a medicine man and 

travelling preacher. Oliveôs family treas-

ures include fire-and-brimstone sermons 

written in his hand.  
Continued p. 19 
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TURTLE WATCH IN EFFECT  
 

Each year the Kinmount Fair 

presents a ñbig nameò Enter-

tainer at the Saturday Grand-

stand Show. This headline act 

began in 1972 when the Fair 

hosted the Tommy Hunter 

Show. At the time, the Tommy 

Hunter Show was the biggest 

act on CBC television; at least 

in the country music field. He 

replaced the Don Messer Show. 

Over the years, the Kinmount 

Fair has had some top-drawer 

acts at the grandstand show. 

Here is the list from 1972 ï 

2017. 

 

1972 ï Tommy Hunter Show 

1973 ï Tommy Hunter (reprise) 

1974 ï Little Jimmy Dickens 

1975 ï Hank Snow 

1976 ï Marg Osborne (from 

Don Messer Show) 

1977 ï Carol Baker 

1978 ï Del Reeves 

1979 ï The Good Brothers 

1980 ï Peggy Sue & Sonny 

Wright 

1981 ï Eddie Eastman 

1982 ï Johnny Burke 

1983 ï Family Brown 

1984 ï Kalita Haverland 

1985 ï Marie Bottrell 

1986 ï Mike OôReilly & Cody 

1987 ï Leahy Family 

1988 ï Prairie Oyster 

1989 ï Walters Family 

1990 ï Bobby Curtola 

1991 ï Bobby Curtola 

1992 ï Lucille Starr 

1993 ï Tracey Prescott 

1994 ï Carleton Showband 

1995 ï Tommy Hunter 

1996 ï George Fox 

1997 ï Jason McCoy 

1998 ï Thomas Wade 

1999 ï  

2000 ï Kitty Wells 

2001 ï George Fox 

2002 ï Charlie Major 

2003- Prairie Oyster 

2004 ï Whispering Bill An-

derson 

2005 ï Wilkinsons 

2006 ï Michelle Wright 

2007 ï Tommy Cash 

2008 ï Aaron Lines 

2009 ï Beverley Mahood 

2010 ï George Fox & Ronnie 

Prophet 

2011 ï George Hamilton IV 

2012 ïEmmerson Drive 

2013 ï Chad Brownlee 

2014 ï Doc Walker? 

2015 ï Doc Walker? 

2016 ï Cold Creek County 

2017 ï River Town Saints 

45 Years of the Grandstand Show 

Clockwise from left: 

Bobby Curtola,  

Old Tymer Hank 

Snow, Tommy 

Hunter, who ñput 

Kinmount Fair on 

the map.ò 
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VOLUME 9 IS HERE!  
 
 

 

Thank you to our Volume 9 Patrons 

 Marjorie Paradis  Joe McGee 

 The Lemire Family   Mary Jane & Gerald Tyndale  

 Buck & Janice Thibideau The Harbinson Family 

 Anonymous   Bonnie Wilkins 

 The Pearson Family  Bruce and Debbie Peck 

 Marg Allen   In Loving Memory of Joe Bowman  

 Fred Strang   In Loving Memory of Ed Alwyn 

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  

on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 8  

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

 

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent? 

Are you interested in retailing your creations? 

KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE  
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre  

705-488-2938 
Check us out on Facebook!  

References Available 

The Kinmount United Church Celebrates 150 

SEPTEMBER HIGH FIVE CLUB  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Dorothy Heath, Carole Jones, Olivia Shaw 

Connie Crego, Christina Windrum, Sabine Henderson, Jacob Weiler 

Chloe Crawford, John Deak, Kim Pilote, Debbie Evans 

Zack Simpson, Ruth Anne Atkinson Clements, Sylvin Cloutier 

 Donnie Farley, Karen Cascanette, Donna Cloutier, Dalton Day  

Alex Crego, Lillie Fendley, Herb Barr, Krystalynne Jones 

Kalyanne Jones, Jill Dettman, David Allen, Marg McAllister 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Tom & Sandra Simmons 

Give Your High Five by Friday, September 15 for the October issue 

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 

The excitement and anticipation con-

tinues to build at Kinmount United 

Church as Sunday, September 17th 

quickly approaches. This is the date 

of our 150th Anniversary service rec-

ognizing the building of our church 

in 1867. Invitations have been sent, 

posters displayed, anniversary speak-

ers booked, bulletins printed, and the 

church readied for the big day. 

 

 

This special church service be-

gins at 2 p.m. After the service, 

there will be a ógatheringô up-

stairs at the Royal Canadian Le-

gion. Light refreshments will be 

served. This will be a time to 

reflect and share memories and 

stories from over the years. Kin-

mount United hopes to make this 

another memorable sesquicenten-

nial event for the village of Kin-

mount. 

WANTED!  
A certified exercise instructor to host sessions at the  

Kinmount Community Centre  

Interested?  

Contact Diane at 705-488-2635 for more information  
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Last monthôs Spot the Shot: the in-

tersection of Reid Road and Galway 

Road.  

 

 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
 

705-488-2266 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 

 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 
$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 

  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705 - 488 - 2282 or email: ybrauer@bell.net 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 8 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

Hi Everyone. I hope you all had a 

great summer despite the questiona-

ble weather from time to time. Such 

an exciting time over the last couple 

of months ï Canadaôs 

150th Celebration, Highland Games, 

Music & BBQ in the Park, the Fam-

ily Funfest, the Farmerôs Market, 

the Heritage Model Railroad exhibit 

and Museum... I could go on and 

on! 

There is nowhere on earth like Kin-

mount and the way it presents itself 

Councillorôs Corner 

to the world. All of 

these great events are 

the result of our wonderfully 

committed Volunteers, and I 

want to tip my hat to these so 

very important members of our 

Community ï you Rock! 

And now... SEPTEMBER! The 

Kinmount Fair, more Farmerôs 

Market; and probably my favour-

ite weather of the year as we 

move closer to autumn. 

All our best to you and yours! 

SCARECROW 
MATERIALS  

For 

Kinmount 

Brownies 

To Decorate Town 

For  

Turn in at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

by Monday, Sept. 25 -  Open Daily 10 am - 4 pm 

REWARD - COMMUNITY SPIRIT!  



Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Page 8 

KINMOUNT HOUSE  
BED AND BREAKFAST  

6 Cluxton Street 

Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

(705) 488 -2421 or  
1-800 -511 -0211  

www.kinmounthouse.com      

healey_patrick@hotmail.com  

Providing Hospitality Since 1991 

History of Canada:The Great Depression  

 

 

 

LLOYDôS Driveway Sealing 
Driveway Sealing & Crack Repairs  

Small Parking Lots  
Kawartha Lakes & Surrounding Area  

Lloyd Heacock  

705 -879 -2619  

lloyd250yz@yahoo.com  

705 286-0808 
Debbie Calvert 

50 Newcastle St 

Minden, Ont 

K0M 2K0  

The Great Depression began in 1929 

and only ended with the outbreak of 

WW II in 1939. Nicknamed the 

ñDirty Thirtiesò, it was a time of 

economic hardship that was general-

ly a negative time in Canadian His-

tory. The Canadian Economy shrank 

by 25% and exports fell by over 

60%. Unemployment was 

ñofficiallyò listed at 25%, but was 

much higher as it was impossible to 

count hoboes and others who had 

given up being counted. Even those 

who had jobs found their incomes 

shrinking as prices fell and people 

stopped buying. In general, it was a 

time of uncertainty and negativity as 

everyone worried about the future. 

There were few social programs 

such as Unemployment Insurance 

and pensions. Welfare was given out 

by the municipalities, but only to 

families in desperate need.  
The causes of the economic down-

turn  were complicated and poorly 
understood. Solutions were even 

more difficult to grasp. Originally 

the governments used the time-

honoured method of ñwaiting it outò. 

These recessions happened: you just 

had to be patient and everyone 

would go back to normal. As the 

Depression got worse, new ideas 

were brought forward. The most 

famous of these ideas was the ñrelief 

or work campsò plan. The govern-

ments decided to spend more money 

on infrastructure projects of public 

works such as roads, bridges and 

other government projects. The 

roads needed the improvements. 

Many of the roads were left over 

from horse and buggy days. The 

arrival of the motor car age in the 

1920s found local roads unsuitable 

for automobile travel. Thus the gov-

ernments solved two problems at 

once: build proper roads for the new 

age of the motor car and put unem-

ployed men to work. 

 To do so, the governments bor-

rowed money and went into debt: 

radical for the time, but common 

today. The New Deal was set up to 

rebuild all the local highways. Work 

Camps were built every so many 

miles so the men could be close 

to their jobs. The Cameron Road 

(now Highway #35) had at least 

12 work camps along its route, 

holding up to 100 men each and 

most operating at the same time! 

Hundreds of unemployed men 

found work on the roads.  The 

object of the program was to put 

as many men to work as possible, 

using labour-intensive methods, 

and have something (new roads) 

at the end. No ñmodernò machin-

ery was used; much of the work 

was pick & shovel with wheel-

barrows, horse & wagon and 

hand drill to blast rock! It was 

hard work, but it was work! 

Kinmount also suffered during 

the Depression. The largest em-

ployer was Austin sawmill. Lum-

ber sales collapsed as people 

stopped buying and building. The 

mill was closed, and it looked 

glum for the town. Nobody had 

money. Shopkeepers extended all 

the credit they could until they 

hurt as well. Local farmers saw 

prices fall to about half the 1920 

level. The work ethic was strong 

during this era. To be on welfare 

was demeaning. Welfare was 

only for the sick and really des-

perate. It was an anxious time as 

people waited for something to 

happen. 

And then the Public Works Pro-

gram was announced. Dozens of 

camps were planned for roads in 

the area. To build these camps 

(primitive though they were), 

lumber was needed. The Austin 

sawmill started up to supply the 

demand. Then dozens of local 

men were hired to work on the 

roads. Suddenly there was work 

and paychecks in the area. It was 

not the highest wages, but it was 

something. The economy of the 

village struggled to life and the 

local economy was past the 

worst. The road projects eventu-

ally ended, but by then the worst 

was past and WW II was begin-

ning. The Great Depression was 

over. 

Visit  

Kinmount 

RAILWAY  

MUSEUM 
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1960s schools were very different than the schools of today. There were many different 

expectations in both behaviour and dress. 

Students today have a very wide range of options about what they are permitted to wear. 

Most 1960s schools had a much stricter dress code. Girls were required to wear skirts or 

dresses only. Pants or shorts of any type were strictly forbidden. Also, the skirts and 

dresses were often required to cover the knees. For most schools, the requirement was: 

while in a kneeling position, the skirt had to touch the floor. 

The only tops allowed were blouses and sweaters. Sleeveless tops and sleeveless dresses 

were not allowed. The only shoes allowed were loafers, saddle shoes, oxfords, or black 

patent leather shoes for girls. For high school girls makeup was allowed, but only if it 

was light and properly matched a girlôs complexion. 

Pants were required for boys. Jeans were forbidden. Shorts were almost never allowed 

except for gym. Shirts were required to have buttons and collars. This meant no T-

shirts. A boyôs hair was to be kept short and well groomed at all times. It was not al-

lowed for their hair to touch their collar. Running shoes were not permitted outside of 

gym class. 

Desks were set up in rows. In most schools there was a girls play yard and a boys play 

yard. In many schools, girls and boys had separate entry doors to the school. Gym class 

was girls only or boys only.  

School discipline was also very different in the early 1960s. The most common form of 

discipline was corporal punishment often referred to as paddling or the strap. The strap 

was a strip of leather. Today that is outlawed, but in the 1960s students could receive a 

number of swats from a principal or teacher, depending on how bad the improper be-

haviour was. Staying inside during recess, staying after school, writing lines on paper or 

the blackboard, or standing in a corner were also common punishments. These and 

many other rules made school life more difficult in the 1960s than it is today.  

School Life in the 1960ôs 

Above: Saddle Shoes; the Strap; 

Below: Do you know the Gazetteôs Lynne 

Kilby? Can you find her in these 1960ôs 

school photos below? Left: Kindergarten; 

Right: Grade 2. Note the classroom set up & 

typical school clothing of the 60ôs. 

Fun, Friendship 

& Adventure! 

Sparks,  
Brownies  

           & Girl Guides  
                Mondays 6:30 pm 

  Kinmount Community Centre 

STARTS  
MONDAY SEPT. 25  

Visit girlguides.ca or     

Call 705.488.2919  
for more info 

Join the fun at  
Kinmount Library!  

Pick up your Craft Challenge Kit  

Starting Tuesday Sept. 12  

 


