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Inside this issue: 

Get Results! 
ADVERTISE IN  
THE GAZETTE!  

Rates per issue:  

Business Card Size    $20 
2 x Business Card    $40 
1/4 Page      $55 
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Full Page      $200  

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca  
705 - 488 - 2919  

The Gazette is a non profit monthly 
publication produced by volunteers. 
The Gazette depends on advertising 
sales & donations to remain operating. 
We are very grateful for the continuing 
support of area businesses & patrons.   
Do you enjoy the Gazette? 

Send a donation! 
Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED,  

PO Box 286, Kinmount. On K0M 2A0 
Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.  
Your name will appear in our  
Thank You to Our Patrons Section  
Tax Receipts issued for Donations $25+ 

The 147th Annual Kinmount Fair Labour Day 

Itôs that time of year! Clockwise from top left: Soper Creek Wildlife Education; Leahy: The 
Next Generation Saturday Grandstand Show; Friday nightôs Video Dance Party; Strong 
Man Competition Sunday at noon; Part 1 of the 150th Anniversary Mural Project will be 
on display; not a sasquatch but the Woodcarving Competition is back all weekend long. 

FRIENDS & NEIGHBOURS: CAMPBELLFORD 

KINMOUNT ROOTS ART SHOW & SALE  

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

GHOST TOWNS: CORSONõS SIDING 

GOING TO SCHOOL AT SS#4 IN GALWAY 

COUNCILLORõS CORNER 

DUDMAN-HODGSON WEDDING 

SPOT THE SHOT RECAPTURED 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION 2018 

KIDS CORNER 

THE HOT STOVE LEAK 

KINMOUNT FAMILY FUNFEST 2018 

JOURNEY FOR HEALTH 2018 

FOOD FANATIC 

HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY TO JOYCE BROWN 

CULTURAL DAYS IN KINMOUNT SEPT. 29, 2018 

FOOD FANATIC 

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BRANCH 441 

IN THE LIONS DEN 

THE LIBRARY LINK 

THANK YOU TO OUR PATRONS 

HIGH FIVE CLUB 

THE GALWEGIANS 

EDITORIAL 

WAR OF 1812 RE-ENCACTMENT 
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Friends and Neighbours:  Campbellford 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

The town of Campbellford is 
located on a rapids on the 
Trent River on the boundary 
of Seymour and Percy Town-
ships. In 1830, two retired 
British officers (and brothers) 
Major David Campbell and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robert 
Campbell were given land 
grants of 1,800 acres in Sey-
mour Township bordering the 
Trent River. Their grant in-
cluded a shallow ford on the 
River named Campbellôs 
Ford. The original settlement 
in the area was several miles 
downstream near Ranneyôs 
Falls. This first settlement 
was called The Patch and had 
the first post office, school, 
store, etc in the area. This 
section of the Trent River 
contained many prime sites 
for water powered mills. In 
1840, a dam was built just 
south of the ford and the ford 
was flooded. A wooden 
bridge was built to accommo-
date crossing the river. Even-
tually the Patch was aban-
doned as settlers moved to the 
bridge site. Thus Campbell-
ford was born. 
It was not always called 

Campbellford. Its original 
names included The Bridge 

(too vague), Emilyville, Sey-
mour Bridge, Seymour West 
and finally in 1854 Campbell-

ford. Seymour Township built 
a town hall in the village in 

1855, cementing the hamlet as 
the township centre. By 1870, 

the settlement contained over 
1,000 residents and it was 
incorporated as a village. 

Town status was acquired in 
1906. Campbellford was a 

separated municipality from 
1876 to 1998 when it re-

amalgamated with Seymour 
Township. Percy Township 

and Hastings village joined 
the amalgamation in 2000. 

 

 

  

 
 
Clockwise from top left:  
a Campbellford Mill; a 
local tribute to the de-
signer of the Toonie; 
Cambellfordôs Main 
Street; The Trent  River 
through Campbellford; 
the Railway Bridge over 
the Trent River 



Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Page 3 

Visit kinmount.ca 
 

The Kinmount Roots Art Show & Sale was a great success. The 
show, held Aug. 11 in conjunction with Family Funfest, featured 
art and creations representing Kinmountôs Scottish and Icelandic 
heritage. Some of the items are still on display for your viewing 
pleasure. Kinmount Artisans Marketplace is located in the lower 
level of Kinmount Community Centre. Open 7 days a week, 10 
am to 4 pm until Thanksgiving Monday. Mark you calendar for 
Sept. 29 when the Marketplace celebrates Cultural Days. Come 
exploring! 

Kinmount Roots Art Show & Sale Continues 

On behalf of the Friends of Kinmount Library, I set up a small 
book sale at Family Funfest on Aug 11. In the spirit of the occa-
sion I was happily giving very good deals to all children. A box 
of free magazines moved on to new homes as well. 
I must encourage you to come to Funfest next year. It is a fantas-
tic event, well organized with lots of different activities. I was 
happily surprised! There was a car show at the railway station, 
free hotdogs from the Baptist Church, free popcorn from the 
Lion's Club, sushi being sold at Foodtown, bouncy castle, critter 
show, fur harvester's table, archery, live music (Gord Kidd), 
chicken poop bingo, lots of vendors, pizza eating contest, soft 
ice cream truck and more!! There was something for everyone! I 
was, happily, beside the Canoe FM booth, who brought Halibur-
ton Hank to play guitar and sing. When I wasn't watching Hank I 
could listen to Keith play great Canadian music and announce 
activities. 
So, next year entertain your family and friends by bringing them 
to the Funfest. I will be signing up again to have a table (weather 
depending). It was a huge success! 
Bonnie Wilkins, Chairperson Friends of the Kinmount Library 

Letter to the Editor 
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them. These customs included lots 
of whisky and ólady friendsô. Their 
boisterous lifestyle scandalized 
many of the locals and the Siding 
developed the nickname ñHellôs 
Half Acreò. The name really didnôt 
do justice to the settlement. Most 
of the residents were not involved 
in these scandalous activities. In 
fact, one of the few surviving 
structures in the ghost hamlet is the 
Gospel Church!  
As the hamlet prospered, a railway 
station was built, a post office set 
up, a school opened and several 
businesses started. The post office 
was located in the house of a Mrs 
Decator. A large hotel-boarding 
house catered to locals and the 
railway travellers. Originally 
school children attended the 
Lakeshore School (SS #7 Bexley). 
But so many new residents arrived 
in the 1870s, a new school section 
(SS #8 Bexley) was set up (1875). 
The school was closed in 1941. It 
appears there were no students for 
the next year.  
Captain Corson was famous as a 
businessman for his bad luck. In 
1888 a forest fire wiped out his 
sawmill, 17 farm buildings and the 
school house. Evidently the fire 
started in his charcoal kiln! Corson 
began a lime kiln business near the 
hamlet. The lime was shipped to 
Toronto to be used in a process 
that involved gas lights. The arri-
val of electric lights ruined that 
business venture. It seemed every-
thing Corson tried was a failure. 
One last chapter was added to the 
history of Corsonôs Siding by the 
Raven Lake Cement Company. In 
1902 the above company was char-
tered to make cement from the 
marl found at the bottom of Raven 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

!ǘ !ǳǎǝƴ {ŀǿƳƛƭƭ tŀǊƪ  
b9² ±9b5hw{ ²!b¢95Η 
/ŀƭƭ 416-986-7216  

 

Kinmount Farmersõ Market 

Explore our market! 
Saturday, 9 am - 2 pm May 20 

Captain William Henry Corson was 
a sailing captain based out of Ham-
ilton. He made a living carrying 
freight on Lake Ontario in the 
1860s. But the age of the sail was 
waning as the age of steam was 
advancing. Capt Corson saw the 
writing on the wall, sold his sailing 
ship and moved to Bexley Town-
ship. In the 1860s, the lumber in-
dustry was in full swing, and this 
entrepreneur decided to make his 
fortune in the newly opened town-
ship of Bexley along the north 
shore of Balsam Lake.  
He acquired a large block of land 
between the Laidlaw Estate and 
Coboconk. He cleared land and 
started a large farming operation he 
called ñPlenty Full Hillò. But the 
real wealth lay in timber, and Capt 
Corson opened a saw mill on Raven 
Lake. Here he cut railway ties for 
the newly built Toronto-Nipissing 
Railway. The railway built a siding 
for the loading of Corsonôs prod-
ucts, and hence the name Corsonôs 
Siding. Corson also had a contract 
with Gooderham & Worts Distiller-
ies in Toronto to supply charcoal, 
used to filter whiskey. The hard-
wood in this part of Bexley was 
sold as cordwood (firewood) in the 
Toronto market, hence Capt Corson 
was nicknamed the ñCordwood 
King of Torontoò.  
A number of settlers moved to 
Corsonôs Siding to work in 
Corsonôs businesses. A scarcity of 
workers seemed to be a problem for 
the Corson enterprises, so the for-
mer captain imported a group of 
lake sailors for the winter to cut 
cordwood. These transients worked 
through the off season and went 
back to the ships in the spring. 
They lived in temporary shanties 
and brought their ócustomsô with 

Ghost Towns:  Corsonôs Siding 

Kinmount Lions  
Monster Bingo 
Thursday Aug. 
30  

Kinmount Fairgrounds 
Doors Open 5:30 pm  
Games Start 7 pm 

Continued   p. 6 
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garet Hickey, Margaret Ann 
Hickey, Joey OôNeill and 
Allan Pearson.  It was a full 
class from Grade 1 to 
Grade  8.  This was a real 
challenge for our teachers. 
Walking to school and back 
every day, approximately 
three miles each way, was 
definitely a challenge, but 
for the students from Crystal 
Lake, it was even more diffi-
cult as they had to walk up 
the Gullies every day.  
Sometimes, we received a 
ride from a parent, but the 
most joyful ride was from a 
Mr. Joe Dougherty from 
Kinmount.  He had a wood 
lot on the Reid Road and 
occasionally, he would be 
going to the lot.  He had a 
Model T Ford with a rumble 
seat in the back.  He would 
stop and, no matter what, he 
would fit as many of us as 
he could in the front and fill 
the rumble seat, and several 
boys would stand on the 
running boards.  If he came 
to any hills, the bigger boys 
would get off and help push 
the car up the hill.  We also 
would get rides from Austin 
Jackson and the White 
brothers, Joe and Bill, and 
that was greatly appreciated.  
Also on occasion, we would 
get a ride from Jack Hill of 
Bobcaygeon who was pick-
ing up cream from all the 
farmers.  He had a flat-bed 

Going to School at SS #4 in Galway 

At the end of the Easter holiday in 
March 1949, my sister, Lorna, re-
fused to go back to school as she 
was terrified to pass the Craig home 
next to the Pearson farm.  The 
Craigs would come out with their 
bikes and they thought it was funny 
to scare the other children.  So, my 
Mother decided to send me, four 
foot nothing and 40 pounds soaking 
wet, with her.  Off we went, hand-in
-hand.  We knew we would be safe 
when we got to Avis Craigôs as she 
would protect us from her cousins.  
On we went to the Pearson farm and 
Donnie and Tommy joined us until 
we came to Red Jim Allenôs place, 
and we then were joined by Marga-
ret Ann, Vince, Angela and Clark.  
We continued on as a group (we 
called ourselves the Tar Babies) to 
SS#4 on the Old School Road to 
meet our teacher, Rosemary Farley.  
There we waited for the Gully 
Goats.  They were:  Jean and Bob 
Cain, Claude, June, Bill and Faye 
Dettman and Ann, Beth and Bob 
Hickey.  On one of our trips home, 
one of the Craig brothers came out 
with his bike to scare us but, lucki-
ly, their cousin, Avis, was with us.  
She took hold of his shirt and ad-
ministered a few blows to his head 
with her heavy-duty lunch box.  Her 
lunch box was never the same, but 
that put a stop to those shenanigans. 
It was very fortunate I started 
school early as the teacher noticed I 
needed glasses.  Carol Craig started 
in April 1949 but, sadly, died in 
October 1950 after a short illness. 
That fall, I was joined in Grade 1 by 
Bernard Cain, Jack Dettman, Mar-

Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

Continued p. 13 



Page 6 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

cancelled (1960s) and the community 
buildings disappeared. The neighbor-
ing communities of Bexley, Victoria 
Road and Head Lake also declined in 
the same way. All that is left today at 
Corsonôs Siding is the Gospel Church. 
(see map page 22) 

Ghost Towns conôt from p. 4 

Lake. The marl (lime) was dredged 
from the bottom of the lake and 
mixed with clay imported (by rail) 
from Beaverton. There were 4 
large, coal-fired kilns that produced 
up to 700 barrels of cement every 
day. Raven Lake Portland cement 
was in high demand on the Canadi-
an market in the fast rising urban 
centres.  
To supply electricity to the opera-
tion, a dam and power house was 
built at Elliottôs Falls on the Gull 
River, a few miles north of Nor-
land. Power lines were strung 13 
miles from the Gull River at Nor-
land to the Raven Lake plant. Elec-
tricity was also supplied to Nor-
land, Victoria Road and Kirkfield. 
The Elliotôs Falls power plant was 
abandoned in the 1930s after the 
cement plant was long gone and 
Ontario Hydro took over electricity 
delivery. But in the 1990s, the plant 
was refurbished and operates to this 
very day.  
The Raven Lake Cement plant ran 
for 10 years (1904-1914). Its brand 
name was well known all over 
southern Ontario. In 1914, a free 
trade deal was signed with the USA 
that included cement. Cheap Amer-
ican cement flooded the Canadian 
market and the Raven Lake Com-
pany went bankrupt. The 
buildings were abandoned, the 
equipment sold to other com-
panies and the steel beams 
were sent to Haliburton for a 
hockey arena. Only the skele-
ton of the complex remained. 
The Raven Lake closing was 
the last blow to the Corsonôs 
Siding community. Eventually 
it dissolved as the railway was 

References Available 

705- 488- 3091 
ATTENTION  

AREA  RESIDENTS 
Want to make a difference in your 
community, build your resume, meet 
new people, network, make new 
friends, get out of the house, gain 
personal satisfaction and have fun, all 
at the same time?  

Donôt know how, when, where or what youôd like to get involved in? 
Come out to explore volunteer options!  
This fall the Kinmount Lions Club plans to organize a Volunteer Fair. 
Area community groups will participate with displays, information,  
refreshments and perhaps some free draws too.  
Stay tuned for more details! 

 1st Tuesday Monthly 

5:45 - 7:15 pm  
SUPPER, CRAFTS & STORIES  

St. James Anglican Church 

Crego Street,  Kinmount 

NOTE: Sept. only is the 2nd Tuesday 
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Spot the Shot Recaptured 

the year. Be sure to take 
time and soak up the 
sun, gaze on the sparkles 
it makes on the water, and pause 
for a moment to capture what 
makes such days so special here 
in our little paradise. 
Best to you all and see you next 
month! 
Gord 

Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 

Friday Nights 6:45 pm 
Kinmount Legion 

 

Last Monthôs Spot the Shot:   
Stone walls at the Old Laidlaw Estate 
on Lakeshore Road at Balsam Lake 
near Coboconk 
 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 

 RANDY BEACLER  
 Plumbing 
  Hydronics 
   Drains 

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES 

705-488-2266 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 

$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 
  c/o P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
705 - 488 - 2919 or email: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 

Volumes 1 - 9 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 
 

 

TURTLE WATCH  

IN EFFECT 

 

Hi All - Happy September! I hope 
you all had a wonderful Summer in 
these beautiful Kawartha Lakes. I 
don't remember a summer like this 
since I was a boy growing up in the 
1960s, spending my days swimming 
and riding my bike to favourite fish-
ing and swimming locales around 
the Burnt, Sturgeon and Scugog... 
But here we are, and our hot Sum-
mer days are once again numbered 
as we move into the ninth month of 

Wedding Bells: Dudman-Hodgson Family 

From left: Jennifer, Jeremy; Bethany, Marsh, Pat, Malcolm, Bride Amy, 
Groom Dan, Craig, Isla, Patti, Noah, Jill, and newest member of the 
Family: Hayes 


