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fighting crews were soon ex-

hausted and in need of more 

bodies. For the first time in 

peacetime, local conscription 

was declared. All able-bodied 

men were called up to fight the 

forest fires. Kinmount resi-

dents were forced to be tempo-

rary fire fighters, but given the 

direct threat to the village, 

nobody objected!  

Here is how a writer from the 

Toronto Telegram described 

the scene: 

ñWith bulldozers, gasoline 

pumps, trucks, planes and ï

still the best firefighting equip-

ment of all, a man with a shov-

el and plenty of energy ï the 

firefighters are entering  

Continued on page 18 

Bark Lake Fire after its 

place of origin near Iron-

dale. At its zenith, the fire 

covered 10,000 acres in 

Snowdon Township, and 

pushed to within one mile 

of Minden. Fire fighters 

drew their battle lines along 

the roads: County Road #1 

from Kinmount to Halibur-

ton and Highway #503. The 

land between these two 

routes was basically aban-

doned and left to burn. 

There were very few homes 

in this area between the two 

branches of the Burnt Riv-

er, and except for s few 

cottages, there were no 

structures lost. 

The overwhelmed fire-

July & August are forest fire 

season in the ñbushò areas of 

Ontario. Dry, hot weather 

leaves the bush tinder-dry and 

subject to fires: man-made or 

from natural causes such as 

lightning. Throughout the his-

tory of the Kinmount area, 

forest fires have been part of 

local lore. Kinmount has been 

fortunate to not have been as 

devastated as many other 

communities in Ontario by 

forest fires. But we have had a 

few. 

The summer of 1949 was one 

of the driest on record. By late 

August, dozens of small forest 

fires had broken out all over 

east-central Ontario. The larg-

est forest fire was called the 

Conscript All Over 16: Fear Six  
Settlements In Haliburton Doomed*  
*Toronto Star Headline 1949  

FRIENDS & NEIGHBOURS 2 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 3 

STUDIO TOUR 
 
 
EVERYONE OVER 35  

4 

 

 

5 

MYTHBUSTERS 6 

GHOST CHURCH OF GELERT 
 
 
KIDS CORNER 

8 

 

 

9 

 
THE HOT STOVE 

 

11 

EDITORIAL 19 

Inside this issue: 

 

Get together with family & friends at  

HARVEST HOMECOMING IN THE VILLAGE  
THANKSGIVING SATURDAY 

At the Railway Station 

 

OUTDOOR PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

BBQ LUNCH 

PIE BAKING CONTEST 

                                                  WAGON RIDES 

FREE VENDOR SPACE ï BRING YOU YARD SALE 

KINMOUNT FARMERôS MARKET & MODEL RAILROAD 

BOUNCY CASTLE, FACE PAINTING,  

KIDS CRAFTS & GAMES 

BIKE RODEO, DECORATED BIKE CONTEST, DECORATED PUMPKIN CONTEST 

HOMESTEAD DECORATED FALL THEME CONTEST 

 

Kinmount & Area Harvest Homecoming Studio Tour  

Saturday & Sunday 

Look inside The Gazette for details 
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Visit kinmount.ca 



depot in Uphill. When the 

Longford Lumber Company 

folded in the late 1890s, the 

hamlet of Uphill barely sur-

vived its demise. Uphill was a 

standard crossroads hamlet: 

church, school, blacksmith, 

sundry general stores and, of 

course, a hotel. The lumber-

jacks were notorious patrons 

of any licensed establishment 

and Uphill was no exception 

with its infamous North Star 

Hotel. Liquor establishments 

were carefully monitored in 

the late 1800s, and the inspec-

tors were always ñmonitoringò 

the North Star. The various 

owners, managers, drunks-in-

charge of the North Star Hotel 

were constantly running afoul 

of the inspectors. 

On several occa-

sions the owner 

was caught ñdrunk 

on dutyò and his 

licence suspended.  

The cat and 

mouse game con-

tinued until the 

Hotel ñofficially 

closedò in 

The name of this hamlet real-

ly needs no explanation. In 

the 1870s a small crossroads 

hamlet sprang up on the 

boundary between Dalton & 

Digby Townships at the point 

where the Monck Road met 

the Victoria Colonization 

Road. The Monck Road was a 

major east-west artery that ran 

from Orillia to Bancroft and 

became Highway #503. The 

Victoria Road ran from 

Oakwood and petered out in 

the rough highlands of Digby 

& Longford. Only a handful 

of settlers (and no hamlets) 

actually lived north of Uphill. 

The area to the north was the 

realm of the lumbermen, es-

pecially the Longford Lumber 

Company which had a huge 
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1904.Whiskey was the pre-

ferred poison, and could be 

purchased in Orillia for $65 a 

barrel. Upon arrival, the liquor 

was watered down by 50%, 

thankfully! The collapse of 

the lumber industry ruined the 

liquor trade, but the North 

Star remained in business un-

til the 1940s when the build-

ing was 

torn down. 

The rest of 

the busi-

nesses 

closed and 

the hamlet 

of Uphill 

became 

almost a 

ghost 

town. 

Gone are 

the post 

office, 

school, 

church and all that remains are 

several homes. Oh yes, and a 

historical plaque to the North 

Star Hotel! 

Kinmount Gazette 

Friends and Neighbours:  Uphill 

Longford is the northernmost 

township in Victoria County. 

It never had any settlers, but 

has an interesting history all 

the same. The area is nick-

named the ñLongford Rocksò 

which describes its agricultur-

al potential. However, it did 

contain some of the finest 

white pine in Ontario. When 

the Canada Land & Emigra-

tion Company purchased a 

block of 10 townships in Hali-

burton County, Longford was 

a (detached) part of the deal, 

despite the fact it was a long 

way from the other nine town-

ships. Longford was sold for 

50 cents an acre. Realizing 

the useless agricultural poten-

tial and widely separated from 

the Haliburton block, the 

company sold the pine timber 

to the newly-formed Longford 

Lumber Company from Oril-

lia for $20,000. Five years 

later, they sold the entire 

township for a mere $5,000 ! 

Clearly pine was worth more 

than land. 

The Longford Lumber Com-

pany cut pine in the township 

until the 1890s. They set up a 

huge depot in Uphill that con-

sisted of a store, hotel, livery 

stable, warehouses and even a 

large farm. The company 

even maintained the Victoria 

Road north of Uphill at their 

own expense. During forest 

fire season, a ñfiremanò was 

stationed at each bridge to 

prevent these valuable struc-

tures from burning! His fire-

fighting equipment:  water 

buckets! 

The Longford Lumber Com-

pany ceased operations in the 

late 1890s when the timber 

was exhausted. The next 

phase was the Digby Ranch-

ing Company: a big cattle 

operation. It soon failed and 

Longford Township was 

eventually sold in its entirety 

to a group of sportsmen from 

Syracuse, New York. The 

township became a private 

vacation resort for a group of 

rich Americans, who cottage, 

fish & hunt on its pristine 

lakes & forests. It is still a 

private preserve to this very 

day. 

Longford: the Township and the Lumber Company 



Dear Editor: 

City of Kawartha Lakes Ward #3 

Councillor Dave Hodgson writes 

about the recent City Contract on 

Waste Disposal. The previous 

contractor was National Waste, 

now called GFL. The contract 

was awarded to the Miller 

Group. GS 

 

ñThe new company is the Miller 

Group.  They are one of the top 

50 companies in Canada and the 

largest waste management com-

pany in Canada.  Miller has con-

tracts throughout Ontario and 

have a proven track record in 

following through on their con-

tract obligations.  GFL is a newly 

formed consortium created in the 

past year by an amalgamation of 

three waste management compa-

nies including National 

Waste.  The GFL management 

team/owners have no proven 

track record in waste manage-

ment.  National Waste is no 

more, and to we have no assur-

ances that the new company will 

maintain the status quo.  

  

With Miller, we will be saving 

$1.3 million per year over what 

we are paying now.  If we can 

save 1.3 million over what we are 

paying GFL now it would appear 

that they were hosing us over the 

past few years.  If all of a sudden 

they can come in 2.3 million 

under what they were charging 

us in the past, does that not raise 

red flags?  Besides, I don't buy a 

pig in a poke!!! 

 In my mind it created a uncer-

tainty.  Would they be able to 

follow through with their con-

tract obligations or would ser-

vice be cut, with the ensuing 

legal issues and costs arising 

over breach of contract.  Maybe 

they would but it raised con-

cerns in my mind. 

  

The RFP process provided an 

equal opportunity for each com-

pany.  The Miller proposal was 

the higher scoring proposal and 

in my mind, the best choice.ò 

 

Dave Hodgson,  

Ward #3 Councillor 

 

 

Dear Editor: 

 

Thanks again for continuing to 

publish such an enjoyable and 

informative publication.   

 

On behalf of the vendors of the 

Kinmount Farmers Market, 

 

Leeshia Barwick 

Kinmount Gazette 
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6 Hunter Street, PO Box 256 

Kinmount, On, K0M 2A0 

www.quiltersinn.net 
 

Studio 705-887-8499 
Residence 705-488-1312 
E-mail: 

quiltagrafix@gmail.com 

The Quilters Inn                Barb Leffering 

Longarm Machine Quilting              Quilting Retreats 

Classes                                                        Notions 

Fabric over 1200 bolts, wide backing, childrenõs fabric, panels, blenders & more 

Open Saturday, Sunday and most afternoons  

Please call to confirm weekly hours 

 

 

Public Transit  

Kinmount to Lindsay 

Monday, September 12 & 26 

Departs from Kinmount Library @ 8 AM 
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Harvest Homecoming Studio Tourï Thanksgiving Weekend 

Kinmount Artisans  Marketplace  
Local Fine Art, Handcrafts, Gifts & Antiques  

Local History Books  & Souvenirs  
Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre  

         County Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

 

Open Daily 10 AM - 4 PM 

SHOP TAX FREE! 

Celebrate the season and get 

in the spirit at the annual  

Harvest Homecoming Studio 

Tour on Thanksgiving  

Weekend. The Tour is free 

and features various artist and 

artisan studios in the  

Kinmount area that open their 

homes for demonstrations and 

displays of their unique art or 

craft.  A warm welcome waits 

at each location. 

Enjoy a memorable family 

outing with a beautiful, scenic 

drive of fall colours.  Get a 

jump start on gifts for the 

approaching Christmas sea-

son.  Meet the makers and 

buy direct or place an order. 

Pick up your brochure/map at 

Kinmount Artisans  

Marketplace (lower level of 

Kinmount Community  

Centre) the headquarters for 

the Tour or at various  

locations around town.   

Brochures may also be down-

loaded at kinmount.ca. Have 

your brochure signed at every 

location you visit.  At your 

final Studio, please write your 

name and telephone number 

on your brochure and leave 

with the Host Artist who will 

return brochures to Kinmount 

Artisans Marketplace for a 

draw taking place the follow-

ing Saturday. 

The tour runs from  

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday each 

Thanksgiving Weekend. 

All studios are located 

within a short  driving 

radius of Kinmount.   

 

For more information 

contact Kinmount  

Artisans Marketplace, 

4995 Monck Road,  

P.O. Box 6,  

Kinmount, On  

K0M 2A0. 

 

Telephone : 

705-488-1414 or   

705- 488-2938.   

Do You Live Out-of-Town? 

Subscribe to our mail service and have  

The Kinmount Gazette delivered to your door. 

 

Please contact Yvette Brauer at 705-488-2282 

or email hgbrauer@sympatico.ca 

 

Gazette Collector Sets 

Volume 1, Issues 1 - 16  $20.00  

Volume 2, Issues 1 - 11  $15.00 

Available at Gateway General Store & Cafe  

& Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

The Kinmount District Health 

Services Foundation held their 

annual walkathon - Journey 

for Health, on August 14th.  

We are pleased to report that 

approximately $13,500.00 was 

raised.  Several prizes were 

awarded.  Congratulations to 

Helen Dettman, who won the 

grand prize of a bicycle.  Oth-

er winners were Ashley Wal-

ler, Khosrow Eshkour, David 

Warren, Restivo Family, Dor-

othy Bluett, Nellie Gluck, 

Brenda Mulholland, 

Joyce Brown, Lynne Ash-

bridge, and Sam & Barb Hop-

kins.  KDHSF extends  

our sincere thanks and appre-

ciation to those who donated  

prizes, those who walked or 

cycled and their sponsors, 

those who provided refresh-

ments, and those who assist-

ed in so many ways to make 

this endeavour a great suc-

cess.  THANK YOU 

Walk For Health by Jean Anderson HARVEST HOMESTEAD  

DECORATING CONTEST  
Register by Thursday, Oct 6  by calling 705-488-2961  

Decorate an outdoor area  of your home or business in a 

FALL THEME  

by noon Friday Oct. 7 

Winners announced at Harvest Homecoming in the Village 



Everyone Over 35 Should be Dead 
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According to todayôs regulators and bu-

reaucrats, those of us who were kids in the 

40ôs, 50ôs, 60ôs or even maybe the early 

70ôs probably shouldnôt have survived. 

Our baby cribs were covered with bright 

coloured lead-based paint. 

We had no childproof lids on medicine 

bottles, doors or cabinets and when we rode 

our bikes, we had no helmets.  (Not to 

mention the risks we took hitchhiking.) 

As children, we would ride in cars with no 

seat belts or air bags.  Riding in the back of 

a pickup truck on a warm day was always a 

special treat. 

We drank water from the garden hose and 

not from a bottle.  Horrors! 

We at cupcakes, break and butter, and 

drank soda pop with sugar in it, but we 

were never overweight because we were 

always outside playing. 

We shared on soft drink with four friends, 

from one bottle, and no one actually died 

from this. 

We would spend hours building our go-

carts out of scrap, and then ride down the 

hill, only to find out we forgot the brakes.  

After running into the bushes a few times, 

we learned to solve the problem. 

We would leave home in the morning and 

play all day, as long as we were back when 

the street lights came on.  No one was able 

to reach us all day. 

No cell phones.  Unthinkable! 

We did not have Playstations, Nintendo 64, 

X-Boxes, no video games at all, no 99 

channels on cable, video tape movies, sur-

round sound, personal cell phones, personal 

computers, or Internet chat rooms. 

We had friends!  We went outside and 

found them. 

We played dodge ball and sometimes the 

ball would really hurt. 

We fell out of trees, got cut and broke 

bones and teeth and there were no lawsuits 

from these accidents.  They were accidents 

ï No one was to blame but us.  Remember 

accidents? 

We had fights and punched each other and 

go black and blue and learned to get over it. 

We made up games with sticks and tennis 

balls and ate worms and although we were 

told it would happen, we did not put out 

very many eyes, nor did the worms live 

inside us forever. 

We rode bikes or walked to a friendôs home 

Thank you to our 

Volume 3 Patrons 

 

Bonnie Smith 

Janice and Mark Finch 

Isabelle Hilyer 

In memory of Joyce ñAustinò 

Mark 

Gladys Bowman 

In memory of Dave and Irene 

McNamara 

The Pearson Family 

Tab Tape-Strip Corp. 

Brian and Nancy Lemire 

Elizabeth Langlois 

In memory of Cujo 

 

Would You Like 

to be a  Patron? 

 
To support the Kinmount Gazette  

Volume 3 as a patron,  

please send your donation to: 

Kinmount Gazette,  

Advertising & Finance,  

c/o Yvette Brauer,  

P.O. Box 17,  

Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

 

Email:  hgbrauer@sympatico.ca 

Telephone : 705-488-2282 

 

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

and knocked on the door, or rang the bell 

or just walked in and talked to them, in-

stead of email and chat rooms. 

Little League had tryouts and not everyone 

made the team. 

Those who didnôt had to learn to deal with 

disappointment. 

Some students werenôt as smart as others, 

so they failed a grade and were held back 

to repeat the same grade.  Horrors!  Tests 

were not adjusted for any reason.  Our ac-

tions were our own. 

Consequences were expected.  The idea of 

a parent bailing us out if we broke the law 

was unheard of.  They actually sided with 

the law.  Imagine that! 

This generation has produced some of the 

best risk-takers and problem solvers and 

inventors ever. 

The past 50 years have been an explosion 

of innovation and new ideas. 

We had freedom, failure, success and re-

sponsibility, and we learned how to deal 

with it all.  And, if youôre one of them - -  

Congratulations! 

Please pass this on to others who have had 

the luck to grow up as kids, before lawyers 

and government regulated our lives, for our 

own good. 

Author Unknown 

Submitted by Ruth Theobald from an arti-

cle that she had clipped from a local news-

paper. 

ST. JAMESô  

ANGLICAN CHURCH  

 

On September 25th at 9am, St. 

James' is celebrating  

"Back to Church" Sunday. 

Each congregant is asked to invite  

others to share in our worship and 

renew old acquaintances.  

St. James' has been a presence in 

Kinmount since 1883 - 128 years. 

If you have previously been a 

member of a church community, or 

are searching for a church home 

we would be pleased to welcome 

you to our congregation. 

Please plan to attend. 

 

Ben King poses with 

his first place trophy 

from the Fenelon 

Demolition Derbyð- 

Congratulations! 
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A recent declaration by the Min-

istry of Natural Resources re-

vealed that the Haliburtonian 

Camels have officially been 

declared a natural disaster 

reaching infestation levels.  The 

genus  Doublehumpet  is quite 

rare, as the majority of the 

worldôs camels 

sport simply a 

single hump.  

Evolutionary 

changes were 

necessary for the 

Haliburtonian 

species due to 

need to store 

greater fat de-

posits to survive 

the colder cli-

mates of Hali-

burton County.  

Experts from 

Saudi Arabia have been in con-

tact with local Ministry Offi-

cials to discuss the appropriate 

culling practices of the pests 

who have been found to be de-

stroying the flora of local prop-

erty owners in the Donald area.  

There has been call to live trap 

the large mammals and relocate 

them to the Kinmount Deer 

Reserve as they have been prov-

en to be wonderful companions 

for the Woolly Mammoth which 

is flourishing there.  Currently, 

no trap large enough is available 

 
Myth Busters:  Infestation of the Wild Haliburtonian Camels 

but an interview between Guy 

Scott and Lawrence deGelert of 

the Ministry clarified that the 

traps were currently in produc-

tion and should be available by 

the start of the Winter Season.   

Officials are asking for the pub-

licôs help in identifying key 

camel yard areas.  If you spot a 

Haliburtonian Doublehumpet 

please contact Mr. deGelert at 

the Ministry at 1-888-555-1212 

ext. 666. 

Home Baking 

Gateway General Store  

& Cafe 
Formerly Gateway Variety 

Daily Specials Sandwiches, Salads 

Serving Kawartha Dairy Ice cream 

Milkshakes,   Slushies  &   Floats 

6:30 am -  10 pm  
Mon -  Sat  

8 am -  10 pm  Sun.  
705-488-1101 

 Indoor Seating 

Garden Centre 

&  

Outdoor Patio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Royal Canadian Legion 

John McGrath  

Branch 441 

Kinmount, Ontario  

705-488-3462 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janice Davidson will no longer be writing ñIn The Lions Den.ò 

Kinmount & District Lions Club would like to thank Lion Janice 

for her articles for the Kinmount Gazette and  for her dedication 

to the  Lions Family.   


