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General Stores 

Visit us in colour at 

kinmount.ca 
Visit us at Kinmount Fair! 

General Stores were a legendary part of Cana-

dian History. Every small town/village/hamlet 

had at least one long ago. They were just what 

the title said: general stores who sold such a 

wide variety of items, they couldnôt be named 

anything but general merchants. These items 

ranged from hardware, groceries, dry goods 

(clothing), animal feed, farm supplies.... the 

list of goods is much too long to elaborate 

here.  Some stores sold gasoline, coal oil, 

horse harness, appliances, and souvenirs: the 

list could be endless.  

 In the early days (pre WWI), much was sold 

in bulk, especially sugar, soda crackers, flour, 

nails, cheese, pickles, etc, etc. Store weigh 

scales were more essential to business than a 

cash register. Cash being scarce, barter was 

often the order of the day. Eggs, butter and 

other easily-handled items would be taken in 

and credited towards the purchase of other 

store goods. In other words, it was a debit-

credit economy with no or little cash actually 

changing hands.  At the end of a period 

(sometimes 1 year), the merchant and custom-

er ñsettled accountsò or cleared the ledger. 

(see the Morrison account in this edition) 

Store keepers would also take items they 

could not re-sell in their stores for credit as 

well. Food products such as butter, eggs, pota-

toes, fresh vegetables and grain were difficult 

to import, so the local merchant preferred to 

acquire them locally. (see Morrison account)

The Kinmount store keepers such as Hopkins 

& Marks or Doherty Brothers or Henry Gra-

ham would buy wood products such as tan 

bark, cord wood or fence posts and pay cash 

or give lines of credit. They then resold the 

products elsewhere.  In pioneer times, extend-

ing credit to customers was common. The 

customer could run a charge account and set-

tle up at a fixed interval.  

Continued on p. 3 

Come to Kinmount Fair!  
The Pioneers Society's  

 30 th  Presents:  
Tasty Tea Garden 

Country General Store 

Toy Shop 

Spinners, Knitters, Weavers  

Tatters, Painters, Leather Workers  

Old Fashion School Room, Linen/Flax Clothing Video  

Surprise Photo Exhibit, Fur Harvesters, Potter, Dyer & Hat Weaver 

On stage Open Mic, Story Tellers & Musicians  

FRIDAY  
Shadow Puppets & Workshops  

by Shelley King 

SATURDAY  
Outdoor Log Hewer John Foreman  

SUNDAY  
Appalachian Celtic Music 

Heritage galore recreated by dedicated volunteers. 
Something for the whole family! 

See you Labour Day Weekend! 

Kinmount & Area 

20th Annual Studio Tour 

Saturday & Sunday 

10 am - 5 pm 

Thanksgiving Weekend 
 

An incredible art experience! 

And free too! 
 

Visit Area Studios & Artists 

in an easy country drive! 
Brochure/maps around town, 

at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace, 

or kinmount.ca 

Like us on Facebook! 

 



lights, one of the biggest chang-

es in Argyles history.  

Argyle General Store 

Argyleôs claim to fame was the 

(still-standing) blacksmith shop 

on the north-west corner of the 

intersection and the general store 

across the road.  The story of the 

Argyle General Store was ably 

chronicled by Rae Fleming in his 

book ñGeneral Stores In Cana-

daò.  The Argyle version was run 

by his parents and was so typical 

of General Stores all across On-

tario, nay Canada. (The author 

has some experience in the issue 

being involved with Scottôs Gen-

eral Store in Kinmount for over 

20 years).  

The Argyle General Store, be-

sides carrying everything from 

soup to nuts, was famous for its 

tires. If you needed a tire of any 

size, you could find it there. Peo-

ple drove from all over the coun-

try to tire-shop in Argyle. In 

fact, the store was nicknamed 

ñTirevilleò. Vic Fleming also 

had a knack of acquiring hard to 

find or scarce items. During 

WW II, he was able to stock 

tires and endless sugar supplies 

during the era of rationing. His 

sources were never revealed. In 

fact, the army commandant from 

the Orillia depot regularly 

shopped there: no questions 

asked!  

In July 1959, the Toronto Tele-

gram ran a feature article on the 

Argyle General Store. The own-
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Friends and Neighbours: Argyle 
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Eldon Township has a decid-

edly Scotch heritage.  The 

earliest settlers were mostly 

from Scotland. They often 

named their new homes in 

Canada after their old homes 

back in Scotland. Argyll is a 

region in western Scotland 

that was considered part of 

the Scottish Highlands. In 

Britain it was spelled Argyll, 

the Canadian spelling is la-

beled ñarchaicò or old. It 

translates in Gaelic as ñborder 

region of the Gaelsò.  There 

are many Argyles all over 

Ontario, but the Eldon hamlet 

received the postal title.  

Argyle grew up as a cross 

roads hamlet where the pio-

neer road from Beaverton 

crossed the Eldon west quar-

ter line. Its earliest businesses 

were a blacksmith shop, gen-

eral store and hotel. The arri-

val of the Toronto-Nipissing 

Railway in 1872 cemented 

Argyleôs status as a local 

hamlet. The Royal Hotel was 

built beside the station to ca-

ter to travellers on the line. 

But it never achieved village 

status as it was too close to 

larger centres like Woodville 

and Kirkfield. Its population 

never exceeded 50, and it 

never contained any industry. 

The sleepy country cross 

roads never really prospered, 

but never disappeared either.  

The store changed owners and 

focus over the 

years, but still 

graced the cor-

ner. The black-

smith shop busi-

ness faded with 

the retreat of the 

horse, but 

switched roles to 

a workshop. The 

few houses are 

still occupied 

and the local 

fields still pro-

duce crops. The 

cross roads now 

contains stop 

er estimated his inventory at 

$30,000 in tires and $10,000 in 

fencing; another ñspecialtyò. 

These interesting statistics at-

tracted the attention of the taxa-

tion department and shortly af-

terward the store was audited.  It 

was an accountantôs nightmare. 

There were no computers or 

even calculators as we know 

them. Purchases were recorded, 

but sales were a different ball of 

wax. How do you departmental-

ize sales in a General Store? And 

inventory... the word estimate 

was used for it would be a night-

mare to count everything! In the 

words of Rae Fleming: ñA mere 

hour in the crowded chaos of the 

store convinced the tax official 

his task was hopeless. He depart-

ed in silence. He was never 

heard from again.ò 

The Argyle General Store was so 

famous, it had a poem dedicated 

to it. 

 

Please see p. 6 

for the text of 

Jessie McPher-

sonôs poem, The 

Curiosity Shop 

Clockwise from 

right:  Inside of 

the Argyle Gen-

eral Store circa 

1950;  the \Ar-

gyle General 

Store still stands 

today in its orig-

inal location; the 

Argyle Black-

smith 
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The Kinmount Tartan 
Menôs Cap - Tartan Scarf  

Tammy - Menôs Tie  

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

or 
Contact Diane at 705-488-2635 

Kinmount Fair 
August 29 ï 31, 2014 

 

Saturday Grandstand Show  
Canadian Country Recording Artist &  

2014 CMAO Nominee 

Jason Blaine  

Visit our website for details 

www.kinmountfair.net  

General Stores continued from p. 1 

villages & hamlets, it doubled as 

the post office. The store keeper 

received a small stipend for filling 

the role of post master, but it was 

more a community service or an 

excuse to get customers inside than 

a money maker. The Rockcroft 

General Store received $25 a year 

to dispense the Royal mail in 1910. 

The office sold $21.75 in stamps 

etc over the same period! 

General Stores were often the 

ñcoffee shopsò of their day. The 

older stores had an old wood stove 

for heat, and the stove was often 

surrounded by chairs or boxes 

filled with the local gossips. News  

Continued on p. 5 

Charge sales likely outnumbered 

cash transactions. It was a measure 

of respect and trust that such trans-

actions were common.  

Store keepers were often noted for 

their generosity and kindness. 

Many a hard-up family got a break 

from the general store keeper. Alex 

Crego told a story from childhood 

that backed up the generosity of 

ñUncleò Henry Graham, a promi-

nent store keeper in the Kinmount 

of his youth. The young Alex 

would pilfer an egg from one of the 

Crego hens and take it to Uncle 

Henry. In exchange for the single 

egg, he was allowed to take a 

handful of candies from the penny 

candy jar on the 

counter. Alex 

quickly learned 

not to come every 

day or bring more 

than 1 egg, for the 

treat decreased 

with these trans-

gressions.  

The General Store 

often served other 

roles in the com-

munity. In most 

General Stores from 

top:  Hopkins General 

Store, Main Street Kin-

mount (the dry goods 

section);  a General 

Store in Port Loring in 

Muskoka; an elaborate 

General Store in Mis-

sissippi Mills in the 

Ottawa Valley 
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CANADA CULTURAL DAYS  

Art & Craft Demonstrations  
At Kinmount Artisans Marketplace  

10 am  -  4 pm  

Saturday September 27  

KINMOUNT HOUSE KINMOUNT HOUSE   

BED AND BREAKFASTBED AND BREAKFAST   

6 Cluxton Street 

Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
 

(705) 488 -2421 or  
1-800 -511 -0211  

 
www.kinmounthouse.com      
healey_patrick@hotmail.com  

Side Roads of Kinmount:  Irondale 
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How many buildings were actually 

built on the town site? The 1891 cen-

sus gives us a few clues. By this 

date, the Irondale region was at its 

zenith, population-wise and econom-

ically. The ñvalleyò was filled with 

settlers. Sam Hancockôs Devilôs 

Creek Hotel was thriving on the cor-

ner of Pine St and the Monck Road. 

The hotel had been established by 

Daniel Armstrong around 1879 to 

cater to travellers on the Monck 

Road and the logging community. 

The original structure burned down 

in 1884, but was rebuilt in anticipa-

tion of the mining-railway boom. In 

1891 the hotel was home to the large 

Hancock family and also housed a 

substantial number of casual labour-

ers who found employment in the 

mines or on the railway.  

A Mr. Martin established a general 

store as early as 1884. It was called a 

ñbranch-storeò for a Kinmount mer-

chant (un-named). In 1891 the store 

on Pine St was operated by William 

Gilliam.  This store has disappeared 

by 1901. Joseph Webb was the local 

blacksmith. St Johnôs non-

denomination church was built at the 

end of Pine St by the Pusey family 

in 1887. 

Peter Barrôs store and post office 

were located further up the Monck 

Road at the Glamorgan boundary. 

The post office served a number of 

settlers who clustered along the 

Irondale River Valley both in 

Snowdon and Glamorgan. The 

photo of the store reveals a large 

clearance of farmland in the valley. 

Settlers clustered along the Road 

all the way to Gooderham village. 

Another band of settlement was 

found along the present Contau 

Lake Road, called the (3rd) Con-

cession Line. The Barrôs operated 

at this site until 1910 when they 

moved to Gooderham. 

Other residents of the Irondale 

town site in 1901 included John 

Hancock (railway engineer) on 

Main St, William Gilbard 

(labourer) on Pine St, Joseph 

Smith on Station St and William 

Brown on Main St.  

But the population was much high-

er during the rush of 1891. The 

community of Irondale contained  

                         Continued on p. 8 

James Maguire was born on the 
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STRONGôS LAWN CARE 

 

Ethan Strong 
 

Grass Cutting & Trimming, Yard Clean-up 
 

77 French Line, Box 243, Kinmount, ON K0M 2A0 
  Phone 705-488-3302   email: sstrong@nexicom.net 

JULIE WINDRUM  

Certified Esthetician  
éééééééééééé 

Home: (705) 454 -0788  

Cell:    (705) 879 -9978  
éééééééééééé 

95 Pinery Rd.  

Burnt River, Ont.  

Sat. Sept. 20 

9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Lower Level  

Kinmount Library 

General Stores, continued from p. 3 

Riverfront Lot Wanted  

40K or Under  

Please Contact  

riverlotwanted@gmail.com 

 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǝƴ {ŀǿƳƛƭƭ tŀǊƪ - Ŏŀƭƭ тлр-тфф-мнот 

 
Saturdays 9am - 2pm J 

 

òFlavour of The  
Marketó 

the rural communities. Easier 

transportation by car meant cus-

tomers had the option of driving 

to the bigger centre/store.  Stores 

became more specialized over 

time, concentrating on one spe-

cialty. Grocery stores, hardware 

chains and clothing stores evolved 

from the General Store. Gas sta-

tions and automotive dealers cap-

tured the automobile business. 

Coops and farm supply stores 

moved into the farm supply busi-

ness. The General store withered 

in the face of the increased com-

petition, specialization and price 

wars from the larger chain stores. 

And oh yeah, coffee shops such as 

Tim Hortonôs stole the gossip 

business! 

The true General Store is a rare 

business today. Many closed or 

specialized.  Most became 

ñConvenience Storesò that deal in 

basic items such as convenience 

foods, snacks, beverages, ice 

cream, videos, lottery tickets, etc.  

A few still exist: Robinsonôs 

General Store in Dorset is famous, 

Flynnôs Store near Buckhorn, and 

maybe a few hold-outs in smaller 

hamlets such as Downeyville and 

Manila; but even they resemble 

Convenience Stores more than ye 

olde General Store. The General 

Store Era is over: consigned to the 

pages of history and memory. But 

oh what a glorious run they had! 

from around the community and 

the world was ñsharedò during 

these meetings of the hot stove 

league. And oh the stories that 

were told! If only a fraction of the-

se tales were available today! A 

few of these ñcoffee klatchesò have 

existed into the present era, includ-

ing at Flynnôs General Store near 

Buckhorn.  

General Stores did have their 

downsides. Many went bankrupt 

due to bad debts (not everyone 

paid up!), increased competition or 

changing times in the community. 

Competitors included other general 

stores (Kinmount had at least 3 

stores simultaneously operating at 

any one time), or pedlars. The ped-

lar went to the customerôs door to 

supply convenience.  But they 

could not match the variety of the 

fixed general store. Mail order cat-

alogues such as Eatonôs and Simp-

sonôs cut into local business as 

well. One store keeper, who was 

also post master, sometimes 

opened letters addressed to the T. 

Eaton Company and crossed off 

items he already carried in his 

store!  

So what happened to the General 

Stores of legend? Most are gone 

now. The times seemed to change. 

Larger stores appeared in the big-

ger towns and sold at cheaper pric-

es with more variety. It is the age 

of the big ñsuper-storeò , even in 

Cultural Corner 

Local historian Rae Fleming  

captures the essence of General 

Stores in this book. These legends 

of Canadian History are embedded 

in folklore all across Canada. The 

book is enriched with lots of  

photos: and one picture says a 

thousand words. The book is 

also enlivened with lots of 

ñstory-tellingò which really 

makes the topic vibrant and 

alive.  

Canada is a huge country and 

each region of the country has 

its own history and peculiari-

ties. But one thing the whole 

country has in common is 

legendary General Stores. From the 

Yukon to Newfoundland, the leg-

end of General Stores in Canada is 

vividly chronicled in this book.  
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The Curiousity Shop, by Jessie Macpherson 

 
WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

4084 MAIN STREET 

KINMOUNT 

705-488-1148 

 

JCõs Cuts & More 

Fresh Peach Pies, Apple, Blueberry WEEKENDS 

Heart Warming Soups  

Relishes & Chilli Sauces  

 

Itôs time for Fall Treats & 

Lynnôs cooking up a storm! 

Peach Jam Now Available  

705 488 1101 

Stop in for a bite of sweet treats! 
Chelsea Buns (Sat. & Sun. Only) 

Homemade Cookies & Buttertarts 

All Outerwear 20% OFF 

Enjoy the Fair! 

You long to see the Curiosity Shop? 

Not the one in the British Isles 

Then take off at once, just as you are- 

And visit the store in Argyle. 

 

The man in the store is happy, but 

quiet, 

His lady wears ever a smile. 

But whether your buy is small or a lot, 

A welcome is yours in Argyle. 

 

Theyôre happy to serve the country 

around 

With food or stockings from Lisle- 

With hardware and tarts and everyday 

parts, 

From that store of goods in Argyle. 

Thereôs sandpaper, brushes, onions and 

tacks, 

Sauce pans, egg cups, spices and sacks- 

Cellar to attic, a place with aisle, 

Is that store of goods in Argyle. 

 

They have ties, by the dozens and dozens, 

Some new, or your choice by the mile; 

But let your car be most any make? 

Then try for a tire in Argyle. 

 

If at the moment you crave ice cream,  

A soft drink, or perhaps a file, 

From needles to shoe packs, never give up, 

Itôs there in the great mercantile. 

 

Will you tell me how they keep on the beam? 

Thoô they never wish to beguile; 

You see for yourself and by happy sure- 

Thatôs the wish of the folks in Argyle.  

FALL HOURS 
Sun. Mon. & Wed. 8am - 6pm 

Fri. & Sat. 8am - 7pm 

TUES. & THURS. CLOSED 

By the 1980s, the age of the General Store had 

passed. The Argyle General Store changed hands 

and was never the same.  



We are committed to your health 
Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family 

Have your prescriptions filled with us! 
Located at the Medical Centre to serve you better. 

 
Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations  

   Free Medication Review & Delivery 
 

     Hours:            Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm 
Thurs.  9 am to 8 pm  &  Fri. 9 am to 5 pm 

Last monthôs Spot the Shot:   

 

The giant flower pot that 

graces the entrance at Austin 

Sawmill.  
Dianne Spring  

Broker of Record/Owner 
dspring@sympatico.ca 

www.diannespring.com 

Vic Spring 

 Spot the Shot Recaptured 

Page 7 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

 Kinmount Gazette  

TO THE 

$25 per year 

c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705-488-2282 or email 

kinmountgazette@hotmail.com  

KINMOUNT GAZETTE  

 

COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 5  $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

WHO ARE YOUR ANCESTORS? 

Trent Lakes can help! Wednesday's 10 - 3 

ancestry.com is available for research at  

110 County Rd. 49 Bobcaygeon  

                           705 - 738 - 0100  
We have people to help with your search. First search free then 

charge of $5.00 applies unless you are a member or join at a cost 

of $15.00 a year. Large supply of books & family trees.          

GHHS
 of  

Tren
t La

kes 

KINMOUNT FARMERSô MARKET 

Seeking quality local growers, producers & crafters 
Call 705-799-1237 or  

email info@kinmountfarmersmarket.ca 
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Side Roads of Kinmount, continued from p. 4 
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workers: 

Charles J Pusey ï Railway President 

Alfred Rowan ï Railway employee 

William Meares ï railway employee 

John Holbrook ï railway employee 

William Filkies ï railway contractor 

George Johnston ï mining engineer 

Peter Campeau ï Miner & blaster 

Steven Haines ï engineer 

Plus a whole host of labourers ï Andrew Bar-

num, Jonas Checkley, Arthur Graham, John 

Clary, Henry Sloop, William Hosacks and  

John Morrison. The 1881 census also lists 

many ñfarmersò in the area, but the title is 

confusing. The census taker listed several as 

ñfarm-labourersò. There was no demand for 

traditional farm labourers in 1881 Irondale, 

so this means they lived on a farm (ie they 

owned acreage) but were mostly workers at 

the mines or railway.  These included Rich-

ard Checkley, William Checkley, James Sim-

mons, Thomas Davis, John Wellburn, John 

Scott, James Graham, William Davis, 

Charles Davis Sr, Charles Davis Jr, George 

Alexander, Morris James, Steven Thompson, 

Ed Staley and likely many more who were 

not recorded by the census. It was a very flu-

id labour situation. As the mines or the rail-

way started up or shut down, the population 

rose and fell. The workers were often con-

tract workers or ñjobbersò which meant they 

were temporary workers without job 

security.  A Minden Echo article on 

Irondale dated March 12, 1885 (one of a 

very few Minden Echo newspapers in 

existence) describes the situation: 

ñJobbers in this locality have got out 

some ties, stave bolts and iron ore, but 

the ñpay-bossò is very slow about hand-

ing over the cash. The iron mine busi-

ness is moving very slowly. As the 

ñInquisitive Boyò would ask, what is 

the reason? Because the men think they 

are working for a dead horse. What 

makes them think so? Because they 

have worked for the same before. A 

former correspondence in the Echo 

says the miners were going to work 

with the Coôyôs old, broken down en-

gine; but unfortunately (or fortunately) 

they had to throw it out because it re-

fused to do its work. Jobber Shintz has 

finished his job and made $400 clear of 

expenses, and jobber Lake is working 

away yet. He looks a little dull. Jobber 

White will make a good thing this win-

ter, as he says he will get married in the 

spring if ñshe does not go back on 

him.ò 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Sandford 
Registered  

Massage Therapist 

705 488 1384 
For multiple health issues or just relaxation! 

Home visits available after FREE consultation. 

Get the most of your benefits, receipts issued. 
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Kidsô Corner   
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Summer At Kinmount Library  
Clockwise from top left: An abundance of beans planted 

in the Library Reading Garden by Kinmount Sparks, 

Brownies, Guides & Pathfinders. The crop was donated 

to the Food Bank. Zoo to You visits the Library with an 

assortment of exotic creatures. Fun with Librarian 

Mary Ann Dobsi at the Kids Summer Reading  Program 


