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General Stores 

Visit us in colour at 

kinmount.ca 
Visit us at Kinmount Fair! 

General Stores were a legendary part of Cana-

dian History. Every small town/village/hamlet 

had at least one long ago. They were just what 

the title said: general stores who sold such a 

wide variety of items, they couldnôt be named 

anything but general merchants. These items 

ranged from hardware, groceries, dry goods 

(clothing), animal feed, farm supplies.... the 

list of goods is much too long to elaborate 

here.  Some stores sold gasoline, coal oil, 

horse harness, appliances, and souvenirs: the 

list could be endless.  

 In the early days (pre WWI), much was sold 

in bulk, especially sugar, soda crackers, flour, 

nails, cheese, pickles, etc, etc. Store weigh 

scales were more essential to business than a 

cash register. Cash being scarce, barter was 

often the order of the day. Eggs, butter and 

other easily-handled items would be taken in 

and credited towards the purchase of other 

store goods. In other words, it was a debit-

credit economy with no or little cash actually 

changing hands.  At the end of a period 

(sometimes 1 year), the merchant and custom-

er ñsettled accountsò or cleared the ledger. 

(see the Morrison account in this edition) 

Store keepers would also take items they 

could not re-sell in their stores for credit as 

well. Food products such as butter, eggs, pota-

toes, fresh vegetables and grain were difficult 

to import, so the local merchant preferred to 

acquire them locally. (see Morrison account)

The Kinmount store keepers such as Hopkins 

& Marks or Doherty Brothers or Henry Gra-

ham would buy wood products such as tan 

bark, cord wood or fence posts and pay cash 

or give lines of credit. They then resold the 

products elsewhere.  In pioneer times, extend-

ing credit to customers was common. The 

customer could run a charge account and set-

tle up at a fixed interval.  

Continued on p. 3 
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lights, one of the biggest chang-

es in Argyles history.  

Argyle General Store 

Argyleôs claim to fame was the 

(still-standing) blacksmith shop 

on the north-west corner of the 

intersection and the general store 

across the road.  The story of the 

Argyle General Store was ably 

chronicled by Rae Fleming in his 

book ñGeneral Stores In Cana-

daò.  The Argyle version was run 

by his parents and was so typical 

of General Stores all across On-

tario, nay Canada. (The author 

has some experience in the issue 

being involved with Scottôs Gen-

eral Store in Kinmount for over 

20 years).  

The Argyle General Store, be-

sides carrying everything from 

soup to nuts, was famous for its 

tires. If you needed a tire of any 

size, you could find it there. Peo-

ple drove from all over the coun-

try to tire-shop in Argyle. In 

fact, the store was nicknamed 

ñTirevilleò. Vic Fleming also 

had a knack of acquiring hard to 

find or scarce items. During 

WW II, he was able to stock 

tires and endless sugar supplies 

during the era of rationing. His 

sources were never revealed. In 

fact, the army commandant from 

the Orillia depot regularly 

shopped there: no questions 

asked!  

In July 1959, the Toronto Tele-

gram ran a feature article on the 

Argyle General Store. The own-
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Friends and Neighbours: Argyle 
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Eldon Township has a decid-

edly Scotch heritage.  The 

earliest settlers were mostly 

from Scotland. They often 

named their new homes in 

Canada after their old homes 

back in Scotland. Argyll is a 

region in western Scotland 

that was considered part of 

the Scottish Highlands. In 

Britain it was spelled Argyll, 

the Canadian spelling is la-

beled ñarchaicò or old. It 

translates in Gaelic as ñborder 

region of the Gaelsò.  There 

are many Argyles all over 

Ontario, but the Eldon hamlet 

received the postal title.  

Argyle grew up as a cross 

roads hamlet where the pio-

neer road from Beaverton 

crossed the Eldon west quar-

ter line. Its earliest businesses 

were a blacksmith shop, gen-

eral store and hotel. The arri-

val of the Toronto-Nipissing 

Railway in 1872 cemented 

Argyleôs status as a local 

hamlet. The Royal Hotel was 

built beside the station to ca-

ter to travellers on the line. 

But it never achieved village 

status as it was too close to 

larger centres like Woodville 

and Kirkfield. Its population 

never exceeded 50, and it 

never contained any industry. 

The sleepy country cross 

roads never really prospered, 

but never disappeared either.  

The store changed owners and 

focus over the 

years, but still 

graced the cor-

ner. The black-

smith shop busi-

ness faded with 

the retreat of the 

horse, but 

switched roles to 

a workshop. The 

few houses are 

still occupied 

and the local 

fields still pro-

duce crops. The 

cross roads now 

contains stop 

er estimated his inventory at 

$30,000 in tires and $10,000 in 

fencing; another ñspecialtyò. 

These interesting statistics at-

tracted the attention of the taxa-

tion department and shortly af-

terward the store was audited.  It 

was an accountantôs nightmare. 

There were no computers or 

even calculators as we know 

them. Purchases were recorded, 

but sales were a different ball of 

wax. How do you departmental-

ize sales in a General Store? And 

inventory... the word estimate 

was used for it would be a night-

mare to count everything! In the 

words of Rae Fleming: ñA mere 

hour in the crowded chaos of the 

store convinced the tax official 

his task was hopeless. He depart-

ed in silence. He was never 

heard from again.ò 

The Argyle General Store was so 

famous, it had a poem dedicated 

to it. 

 

Please see p. 6 

for the text of 

Jessie McPher-

sonôs poem, The 

Curiosity Shop 

Clockwise from 

right:  Inside of 

the Argyle Gen-

eral Store circa 

1950;  the \Ar-

gyle General 

Store still stands 

today in its orig-

inal location; the 

Argyle Black-

smith 
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Contact Diane at 705-488-2635 

Kinmount Fair 
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Saturday Grandstand Show  
Canadian Country Recording Artist &  

2014 CMAO Nominee 

Jason Blaine  

Visit our website for details 

www.kinmountfair.net  

General Stores continued from p. 1 

villages & hamlets, it doubled as 

the post office. The store keeper 

received a small stipend for filling 

the role of post master, but it was 

more a community service or an 

excuse to get customers inside than 

a money maker. The Rockcroft 

General Store received $25 a year 

to dispense the Royal mail in 1910. 

The office sold $21.75 in stamps 

etc over the same period! 

General Stores were often the 

ñcoffee shopsò of their day. The 

older stores had an old wood stove 

for heat, and the stove was often 

surrounded by chairs or boxes 

filled with the local gossips. News  

Continued on p. 5 

Charge sales likely outnumbered 

cash transactions. It was a measure 

of respect and trust that such trans-

actions were common.  

Store keepers were often noted for 

their generosity and kindness. 

Many a hard-up family got a break 

from the general store keeper. Alex 

Crego told a story from childhood 

that backed up the generosity of 

ñUncleò Henry Graham, a promi-

nent store keeper in the Kinmount 

of his youth. The young Alex 

would pilfer an egg from one of the 

Crego hens and take it to Uncle 

Henry. In exchange for the single 

egg, he was allowed to take a 

handful of candies from the penny 

candy jar on the 

counter. Alex 

quickly learned 

not to come every 

day or bring more 

than 1 egg, for the 

treat decreased 

with these trans-

gressions.  

The General Store 

often served other 

roles in the com-

munity. In most 

General Stores from 

top:  Hopkins General 

Store, Main Street Kin-

mount (the dry goods 

section);  a General 

Store in Port Loring in 

Muskoka; an elaborate 

General Store in Mis-

sissippi Mills in the 

Ottawa Valley 


