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tice opportunity for a qualified 

doctor interested in a family 

doctor medical challenge and a 

country lifestyle.  If you know 

of a doctor who might be inter-

ested please contact Chairper-

son Ted Wilkes of Kinmount 

Health Services Foundation at 

(705) 488-2667.  You may sup-

port this worthy cause by par-

ticipating or sponsoring a par-

ticipant in the annual Journey 

for Health Sunday, September 

12.  Participants walk or bike 

along the Rail Trail to raise 

funds that will help find and 

equip a 3rd family doctor.  For 

further information about the 

Journey for Health contact Vic 

Ballik at (705) 488-3053. 

 

Thanks to Betty Hopkins 

Sovereign for providing this 

picture and article from her 

scrapbook collection.   

out almost all the business sec-

tion four years ago.  Sparked 

by Albert E Hopkins their 

ñnever say dieò chairman, and 

Anthony F. Zettler, bespecta-

cled continuation school prin-

cipal who is largely credited 

with the non-existence of juve-

nile delinquency in the village, 

Kinmount authorities are plan-

ning a big future for the vil-

lage.  The village and its envi-

rons used to be served by two 

residential doctors and later 

one.  Fire not only destroyed 

the doctorôs office and his fine 

residence but also wiped out 

considerable medical equip-

ment. 

 

Since 1946 Kinmount has seen 

doctors come and go. Follow-

ing the closure of a satellite 

doctorôs office from Minden in 

1993 Kinmount was once again 

faced with no doctor of its 

own.   Concerned citizens 

formed the Kinmount & Dis-

trict Health Services Founda-

tion that raised funds to convert 

the old Galway & Cavendish 

Township Office into a modern 

clinic.  Then they began their 

advertising campaign.  Against 

all odds, in 1999 Kinmount 

Health Centre opened its doors 

to welcome Dr. Elena Mihu.  A 

few years later residents wel-

comed a 2nd family physician, 

Dr. Zsuzsanna Kaszas.  Now 

the hunt is on for a 3rd doctor.  

Completed last year, a new 

addition to Kinmount Health 

Centre provides a private prac-

Today Kinmount & District 

Health Centre is on the hunt 

for a 3rd family doctor to pro-

vide quality health care to all 

the people on their ever-

growing waiting list.   This is 

a fine example of the old 

saying ñThe more things 

change, the more the stay the 

same.ò  The following photo 

& excerpt were published in 

the Toronto Daily Star, Sat-

urday, February 2, 1946, 

when Kinmount was desper-

ately searching for a doctor. 

Kinmount, Ont. Feb. 2, 1946   

CALLING ALL  

DOCTORS!   

KINMOUNT WILL PAY 

BILLS, PROVIDE A 

HOUSE 

Special to The Star 

- The citizens of this lumber-

ing town of 400 people want 

a resident doctor to minister 

to their ills and those of 

1,500 families in neighbour-

ing townships.  Theyôll will-

ingly look after his house-

hunting problem and guaran-

tee him accommodation 

equal to the best in the vil-

lage.  Not only that, theyôll 

conduct, if necessary, a cam-

paign to urge prompt pay-

ment of doctor bills.  Kin-

mount is 24 miles northeast 

of Fenelon Falls.  The doctor 

is regarded not only as a key 

to public health but as an 

absolute necessity in the up-

hill but determined comeback 

Kinmount is staging from the 

disastrous fire which wiped 

Doctor Wanted Then and Now 

First Aid is vitally important 

to the village of Kinmount 

where there is no resident 

doctor, school nurse or Red 

Cross outpost.  Here Mrs. R.            
Hopkins, teacher, attends 

Gerald Crego who suffered 

a hockey casualty.(TO Star) 



breezed into town with a 

ñsample kegò of his finest 

spirits to persuade the 3 local 

hotel keepers to feature his 

products.  The ñsamplingò 

made such a lasting impres-

sion on the locals that Pine 

Lake was promptly changed 

to Gooderham Post Office! 

Now thatôs salesmanship! The 

other story maintains the same 

Gooderham family gave a 

grant of money to build a 

Methodist Church in the vil-

lage.  

The first businesses in 

Gooderham were hotels (with 

bars!). Thirsty lumbermen led 

to the establishment of 3 ho-

tels in town by 1880: owned 

by Way, Whittaker & Scott. 

Needless to say, Gooderham 

had a reputation as a rough & 

rugged town. In the 1890s, the 

Howrey Lumber Co had ex-

tensive operations in the area. 

On camp was run by an 

American foreman from 

Michigan who earned a repu-

tation as a bully. He would 

parade into town with his 

posse; pick a fight with a local 

man & the entire mob would 

severely beat the outnumbered 

local resident. So bad did the 

reign of terror become, the 

locals decided to set a trap for 

the bully. One day the Ameri-

can bully entered Scottôs Ho-

tel & proclaimed loudly: ñIôm 

looking for some SOB with 

Gooderham village sprang up 

at the point where the waters 

from Pine Lake joined the 

Irondale branch of the Burnt 

River . The arrival of the 

Monck Military Road (1871) 

& the Buckhorn Colonization 

Road made the village a ma-

jor transportation hub for the 

area.  The waterfalls was an 

obvious spot for a mill site & 

the road network & river ac-

cess plus the later arrival of 

the IB&O Railway cemented 

Gooderhamôs fate as a lumber 

town.  Pioneer farmers ac-

cessed the area mostly via the 

Monck Road from Kinmount. 

The Buckhorn Road, which 

ran from Buckhorn to Hali-

burton, followed a tortuous, 

rocky path and was never 

popular as a thoroughfare 

from the south. Few travellers 

used the entire route and by 

the 1920s, the road was often 

closed due to brush, grass & 

weeds blocking vehicles! If 

bridges, culverts or cause-

ways washed out, nobody 

noticed & it often took years 

to repair them! 

The first post office was es-

tablished in 1873 and was 

called Pine Lake. There are 2 

stories about how the name 

Gooderham was acquired. 

Local legend has it a smooth-

talking liquor salesman from 

the Gooderham & Woorts 

Distillery Co in Toronto 

Page 2 

 

enough guts to fight me!ò 

Hotel owner Jimmy Scott 

(from Kinmount) replied 

ñYouôve found him!ò and the 

battle was joined. Jimmy 

Scott was an amateur boxer 

of local renown and soon 

gained an advantage on the 

bully. When the Americanôs 

posse attempted to intervene, 

the back door of the dining 

room flew open & out issued 

a similar posse of 

vengeful local lads 

who soon evened the 

brawl. When the 

titanic struggle was 

over, the dining 

room looked like it 

had been bombed, 

but the American 

was carried home on 

a stretcher! No more 

did he play the bully 

in Gooderham. 

The arrival of the Irondale, 

Bancroft & Ottawa Railway in 

1891 led to a boom in the lo-

cal sawmills industry. Several 

mills sprang up in & around 

the village, the most famous 

being the Hunter Mill. John 

Hunter had previously lived 
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Friends and Neighbours:   Gooderham 

 

Main Street, Kinmount                  705-488-1148 
 
New Summer Hours:  Mon., Wed., Fri.   9AM-4PM 
         Thurs. and Sat.  9AM-3PM

ñMake Your Own Quality Wineò 

87 Bobcaygeon Rd., Box 654 

Minden, ON  K0M 2K0 

(705) 286-1642 
minden-winestore@hotmail.com 

Downtown Minden, beside  C I B C 

 

From top:  The Gooderham 

Consolidated (Central) 

School 1921; Peter Barr 

General Store, 1893 



near Kinmount, but recogniz-

ing an opportunity, moved to 

Gooderham in 1875 & built a 

sawmill & later a gristmill on 

the falls coming from Pine 

Lake. So important was the 

gristmill to the local area, the 

Glamorgan Council exempted 

the business from taxes for 5 

years. In a twist of fate, the 

gristmill was actually built, 

but never operated! It sat idle 

for decades before it was de-

stroyed by fire & the local 

farmers had to take their grain 

down the road to Kinmount. 

One hundred years later, the 

Hunter Lumber Mill was still 

in full operation; long after 

the demise of the IB&O.  

Glamorgan Township (and 

indeed almost all of Halibur-

ton County) was never noted 

for its first-class farmland. A 

few stubborn pioneers tilled 

pockets of land more or less 

successfully, lumber made 

the economy turn in Gooder-

ham. However, the village 

did contain a creamery 

(butter making) and was the 

home of the Glamorgan Ag-

ricultural Society & Fair 

until the Fair was discontin-

ued in the 1940s.  By 1900, 

the village had reached its 

zenith under the forest in-

dustry. A business directory 

stated the village 

(population 150) contained 

the following businesses: 

Peter Barr ï General Store                             

J.J. Hunter - Sawmill 

Davis & White ï Stave Mill                             

Kinmount Gazette 
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John McColl - Shoemaker 

J W Gould ï General Store                             

R. Hadley - Blacksmith 

Donald McFadden ï Shingle 

Mill  James Scott ï Hotel 

The village contained 3 

Churches (Methodist, Angli-

can & Pentecostal) and, of 

course, an Orange Lodge. In 

1924, the Glamorgan ratepay-

ers decided to consolidate 7 

rural, one-room schools into a 

large consolidated school in 

Gooderham. The resulting 

large structure was a marvel of 

its time; containing 3 class-

rooms & a community hall. To 

bring the students to the new 

structure, bussing was neces-

sary. The ñbusesò were horse 

drawn vans, essentially boxes 

mounted on wagon boxes. The 

larger buses carried 20-25 stu-

dents. In the nice weather, the 

driver sat outside, but in win-

ter, he was inside with reins 

running through holes in the 

front. The bus was heated by a 

small oil-drum stove in one 

corner. It was hoped they did-

nôt tip over! In winter there 

were no snow plows until the 

1930s, so travel was often a 

challenge! 

Another sign of a prosperous 

village was the formation of a 

telephone company. The Gla-

morgan Telephone Company 

was formed in 1921 to service 

the area. It lasted until 1970 

when it was absorbed by the 

Dysart Telephone System & 

then Bell Canada.  

Friends and Neighbours, continued from page 2 

 

Gateway Variety and Video  

Webkins ~ Books ~ Party Supplies ~  Games ~ Puzzles 

Fishing Supplies 

 

Just Arrived !!  

Hunting Coats, Vests, Pants & Hats 
ñStormclothò Fishing Coats 

& Pants 

Coming in August...Ammunition 
And Hunting Accessories 

Come visit us in Kinmount   ~   Growing to serve you better!  

OPEN 6am - 10pm  MonðFri 

  7am  - 10pm Sat. 

  8am  -  9 pm Sun. 

488ð1101 

MOVIE
S 

BLOW
OUT S

ALE !  

2 F
OR $

10.00 

Coffee   
Sandwiches  
Home Baking 
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Health Care in Kinmount  

Kinmount Artisans  Marketplace  
Local Fine Art and Handcrafts  

Antiques, Local History Books and Souvenirs  

Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre,  

On City Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

 

Open Daily June 18 to Thanksgiving  

10 AM to 4 PM  

As a transportation hub for 

the surrounding community, 

Kinmount village was an ob-

vious site for a doctor. As 

early as 1876, a doctor had 

hung out his shingle in the 

village. In 1883, Dr Robert S 

Frost arrived to set up a prac-

tice in the town. His initial 

advertisement in the Lindsay 

Post gave his qualifications as 

ñgraduate of the University of 

Toronto & University of Vic-

toria Collegeò. Dr Frost prac-

ticed in Kinmount for almost 

50 years, retiring in the 1930s. 

He operated from his resi-

dence on Cluxton St. But in 

the ñold daysò, doctors almost 

exclusively made house calls. 

(Yes it is true; they came to 

the patient!) There were no 

clinics, very few hospitals and 

no emergency services such 

as ambulances. The nearest 

hospital was in Lindsay and 

was only used as a ñlast re-

 

Summer Hrs.  

 

Mon - Thurs 

Noon -8pm  

 

Fri & Sat.  

Noon - 9pm  

 

Sunday 

closed  

 

    YOUR HOME  

      COMFORT  

 

    Trish Gautreau  
First Aid Instructor/Examiner 
 
    Located in  Irondale, On 
Will travel to your workplace 
            705-447-3111 
 
trishgautreau@sympatico.ca 

sortò for very serious cases. 

There was no free health care 

until the 1960s & the patient 

had to pay for everything. The 

cost meant a great many sick 

or injured people avoided 

hospitals if they could: a long 

hospital stay could be bank-

rupting. Many people had to 

pay off medical expenses over 

time in instalments. 

In the pre-snow plowing days 

(before 1930s), the railway or 

horse & cutter were the main 

ways of seeking medical help 

for those in outlying villages 

or farms. Emergency calls 

were often that: immediate 

emergencies and the doctor 

would often hire a local livery 

driver to take him on these 

calls. A speciall railway hand-

car was often kept in Kin-

mount so the doctor could 

respond to calls in other com-

munities. A relative or 

neighbour would meet the 

doctor at the station & convey 

him to the sick. Many the 

times, the Kinmount doctors 

were hurried up the line for a 

medical emergency. Likewise 

there were many dark & dan-

gerous trips down backroads, 

often in the dead of winter, to 

tend to sick & injured. 

Medical care a century ago 

was primitive by todayôs stan-

dards. There were few fancy 

technologies we take for 

granted. Likewise, medical 

knowledge has increased 

many-fold in the past century. 

Countless times, the doctor 

was helpless in the face of 

some incurable disease that 

today, is no longer a threat. 

The cemeteries are filled with 

people taken before their time 

by diseases long since almost 

extinct. Diphtheria among 

children is an excellent exam-

ple of a deadly disease that 

today is preventable by a vac-

cination. Modern drugs have 

almost cured the rate of fatal 

cases from such things as 

pneumonia & infections.  

In the 1920s, the Red Cross, 

with government backing, 

brought health care closer to 

the scene by opening 

ñOutpost Hospitalsò in Min-

den & Wilberforce. These 

outposts were only staffed by 

nurses but they were a good 

start on the road to improved 

health care. The nurses could 

treat minor cases, give medi-

cal advice & run a convales-

cent service.  In severe cases, 

it was still necessary to bring 

in the local doctor who diag-

nosed & guided the nurse. 

While Minden had its own 

doctor, the Wilberforce Out-

post Hospital used the ser-

vices of the Kinmount Doctor 

thanks to the IB&O railway  

Continued on page 10 



At Risk Snake Species Spotted in Kinmount 
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The Kinmount Committee For  

Planning and Economic  Development  

Is a Proud Sponsor of the Kinmount Gazette  

Explore our Heritage é Experience our Charm! 

Come out to  

The Kinmount and Area Business Associationsó 

Harvest Homecoming Celebration  

Saturday, October 9th  

Annual Pancake Breakfast  

Flinstone Cardboard Car Race (Foot Powered)  

Kidsô Games and Activities 

And much much more  

What kind of snake is this?   

Recently photographed in our 

area by Kinmountian ñBanjo 

Bobò Nesbitt, it is considered 

to be a Species-at-Risk.  The 

name of this snake is the East-

ern Hog-Nosed Snake though 

many in our area incorrectly 

refer to it as a Puff Adder, 

which can be a deadly snake, 

but is not found in Canada.  

Though the Eastern Hog-

Nosed Snake is virtually 

harmless, because of fear, 

many who discover a snake of 

this type kill it, resulting in an 

imbalance in  

Nature.  That is one of the 

main reasons why 

the Eastern Hog-Nosed Snake 

is now threatened.  In fact, 

under Ontario's Endangered 

Species Act 2007, it is illegal 

to harass, capture, buy, sell, 

possess, or kill this species.  

When scared, the neck is flat-

tened and the head is raised 

off the ground like a cobra.  

They also hiss and may strike 

(with mouth closed).  This 

defensive display behaviour is 

a bluff as they are non-

poisonous.  They are not apt 

to bite since their fangs are 

located in the rear of their 

mouth.  If this threat display 

does not work to deter a 

Thank You To Our 

 Volume 2 Patrons 

 

a Diane Haggert 

a In memory of Dick 

Hilyer 

a In memory of Isabelle 

McKinnon 

a An Anonymous Fan 

a The Stovers 

a Crystal Lake Cottagers 

Association 

a Doris Ogley 

a In memory of Marion 

MacDonald 

a The Langlois Family 

a In memory of Doris 

McNamara 

 

Would You Like to be a 

Patron? 

 
If you would like to support the 

Gazette Volume 2 as a patron, 

please send your donation to Kin-

mount Gazette, Advertising & 

Finance, c/o Yvette Brauer, P.O. 

Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0 

(hgbrauer@sympatico.ca).  

Cheques should be made payable 

to K.C.P.E.D.    

would-be preda-

tor this snake 

will often roll 

onto its back and 

play dead, going 

so far as to emit 

a foul odour and 

let its tongue 

hang out of its 

mouth. If rolled 

upright while in 

this state, it will 

often roll back as 

if insisting it 

really is dead.  

The colour is 

variable, and may be yellow, 

tan, brown, gray or reddish 

with squarish, dark blotches 

on their back interspaced with 

round dark blotches on the 

side.  The most distinguishing 

feature is the upturned snout, 

used for digging in sandy 

soils.   Full grown size is a 

little over 2 feet. The snake at 

Bob's had milky blue eyes 

because they go blind for a 

two week period when shed-

ding skin.  Though this snake 

hissed, Bob figures it did not 

strike or play dead because it 

could not see.  We are in no 

danger from the Eastern Hog-

Nosed Snake. We can prevent 

the loss of this species by 

being ñgood stewardsò and 

looking after the natural 

world around us.  Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Royal Canadian Legion 

John McGrath  

Branch 441 

Kinmount, Ontario  

705-488-3462 

on this harmless species is 

extremely important so spread 

the word!  Ultimately, fewer 

snakes will be killed.  If you 

see a species at risk or think 

there is one on your property, 

the Ontario Ministry Natural 

Resources (MNR) would like 

to hear from you.  If possible, 

take photos.  Then call the 

local MNR office to report 

your sighting as Banjo Bob 

did.  They will visit the sight 

to collect habitat information.  

You can also report a sighting 

on the Natural Heritage Infor-

mation Centre website at 

http://nhic.mnr.gov.on.ca/  

The Gazette thanks Bob for 

bringing this news to our at-

tention. 

http://nhic.mnr.gov.on.ca/
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Gary Fountain of Dongola is a 

lucky winner! Gary correctly 

guessed the weight of this 4lb. 

11 oz. pickerel caught in the 

Burnt River this spring by Kin-

mount resident Ashlee Henricks.  

Gary wins a certificate for Din-

ner for Two at Kinmount Fish 

and Chips.  Congratulations!

Gary! 

 

Like the potato, tomatoes are a 

member of the nightshade fam-

ily.  Prejudice against the to-

mato existed for a long time in 

North America as it was be-

lieved to be poisonous. Up until 

the end of the eighteenth cen-

tury, physicians warned against 

eating tomatoes, fearing they 

caused not only appendicitis but 

also stomach cancer from to-

mato skins adhering to the lin-

ing of the stomach.  Colonel 

Robert Gibbon Johnson of Sa-

lem, New Jersey had brought 

the tomato home from abroad in 

1808. He had been offering a 

prize yearly for the largest fruit 

grown, but the general public 

considered the tomato an orna-

mental plant rather than one for 

food.  As the story is told, it was 

Colonel Johnson who on Sep-

tember 26, 1820 once and for all 

proved tomatoes non-poisonous 

and safe for consumption. He 

stood on the steps of the Salem 

courthouse and bravely con-

sumed an entire basket of toma-

toes without keeling over or 

suffering any ill effects whatso-

ever. His grandstanding at-

tracted a crowd of over 2,000 

people who were certain he was 

committing public suicide. The 

local firemen's band even 

played a mournful dirge to add 

to the perceived morbid display 

of courage.  Johnson's public 

stunt garnered a lot of attention, 

and North America's love affair 

with the tomato was off and 

running. For the tomato, it's 

been the highroad ever since. 

 

 

Will you miss reading the 

Gazette this winter? 
 

 

Subscribe to our mail service 

and you can have it delivered to 

your door. 

 

$15.00 for October-May 

 

Please contact Yvette Brauer at 

705-488-2282  

 

Volume 1, Issues 1-16 

$20.00 

Volume 2, Issues 1-6 

$10.00 

 

 

Available at Gateway Variety 

and the  

Kinmount Artisans Market 

òKozie Toesó 

Total Foot Care 

Sabine Henderson 

H.C.A. Certified 

 

Call 705-488-2205 

For appointment 

The Legend of the Tomato 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrickôs  

Catholic Church  

Celebrates 100 Years 

1910-2010 

 

Loonie Auction and  

Ham Supper 

 

Saturday, September 18 

 

Tickets $20.00 

 

Galway Hall 

 

For Tickets Contact 

the Rectory at 488-2222 

 

Guess the Weight 

Winner Announced 

 

Spruce, Pressure Treated and Cedar Lumber ~ Plywood ~ CRC  Shingles ~   

Steel Roofing ~ CIL Paints and Stains ~ Plumbing ~ Electrical ~                   

Dutch Quality Stone Products ~ Vinyl and Prefinished Wood Sidings ~        

Drywall ~ Custom Built Docks ~ Dock Floats and Hardware ~                                     

And much moreé. 

 


